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ANCIENT 

AND 

Modern History, 
chap- clii. 

Of England, under Charles II. 

T^ H E fecond proteSor, Richard Crom- 
well, not having the talents of the firft, 
could not have the fame fortune. His 
(ceptre was not fupported by the fword ; and as 
he wanted the refolution and diffimulation of 
Oliver, he knew not either how to make him- 
felf feared by the arqiy, nor how to manage the 
different (cAs and parties wh ich divided the nation. 

Richard, finding himfelf treated with con- 
tempt and even infplence by his father's military 
council, thought tofecure his authority by con- 
voking a parliament, confifting of two houfes ; 
one of which was formed by the principal of- 
ficers, rcprefenting the peers, and the other of 
deputies from the counties of England, Scot- 
land, and Ireland, reprefenting the three king- 
doms ; but the leaders of the army foon obliged 
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a Of ENGLAND 

him to diflblve this parliament, and of their 
own authority reftored that parliament which 
had hrought king Charles I. to the fcaftbld, and 
which Oliver afterwards (o difgracefuUy difmir- 
fed. This parliament, which was entirely indiC- 
pcndent as well as the armv, would have neither 
king nor protestor. At its iirft meeting, the 
general council of officers prefented an addreta 
to this aflembly of their own making, petiuon- 
ing, that all cavaliers (hould be for ever ex- 
cluded from their employs, and that the office 
of protedor might be taken from Richard 
Cromwell, whom they however treated wltk. 
great marks of refpedl, requiring a penfion of 
twenty thoufand pound's fterling to be fettled 
upon him, and eight thoufand upon his mother ; 
but the parliament only accommodated him 
with ;wo tbouf.'.nd pounds *» and fent him an 
order to leave Whitehall in fix davs, which he 
obeyed without murmurine, and ever afters- 
wards led a private life. At tnat time the names 
of peers and bifliops feemed wholly forgotten* 
Charles II. appeared abandoned by all the 
world, as well as Richard Cromwell ; and it 
was thought by all the courts of Europe, that 
the Engfifh commonwealth was firmly cfta^ 
blifhtd. However, the regal dignity was at 
lcnj;ih reftored by an officer of Cromwell's, 
called Monk, who commanded the army in 
Scv>i!;md, which had conquered that kingdom. 
The Knglifh parliament having formed a defign 
to ca(hitr ihe officers of that army. Monk, bcjng 
apprized of their intention, marched diredliy td 

• Thi« U A miAake ) thsy |rsnttd him Cwsnty tbottfiwd 
f«andkto pay hit dcbti, 

Eng- 



under CHARLES IL 3 

England, to try his fortune. The three king- 
doms were at that time in a general ftate of 
anarchy. Monk had left part of his army in 
Scotland, but this was not fufBcient to keep 
that nation in fub)e6Uon. The other part, which 
marched under hiscommandin to England, had 
the parliament's forces to encounter. The par- 
liament itfelf) who was equally apprehenfive of 
either army, endeavoured, if poffible, to make 
itfelf mafter of both. ' Here was fufficient caufe 
for renewing all the horror of the civil ^ars. 

Monk, finding himfelf not fufficient I y power- 
ful to fucceed to the prote£lor(hip, determined 
to reftore the royal family ; and inftead of (bed- 
ding blood, he round means to perplex aflfairs 
in fuch a manner by his negotiations, and en- 
creaied the confufion in the kingdom to fuch a 
degree, that the nation of itfelf began to wifh 
for a king. In a word, the reftoration was ef- 
feAed without the leaft bloodihed. Lambert, 
one of Cromwell's generals^ and a moft zealous 
republican, in vain attempted to renew the war ; 
he was prevented before he could aiTemble a 
fufficient number of his veterans, and was de- 
feated and taken prifoner by Monk. A new 
parliament was now called. The peers, who had 
fo long remained an idle and ufclefs body, now 
returned to their houfe, and refumed their 
functions in the ftate. Both houfes acknow- 
ledged Charles IL as their lawful fovereign, and 
he v^as accordingly^ proclaimed kin^ in London. 

Charles IL thus invited over to Lng- w r» 
land, without having irf the leaft con- ,5"^ ' 
tributed to this reftoration by any 
means of his own, and without having been 
reftri£ted by any conditions, departed from 
B a Breda, 



4 Of ENGLAND 

Breda, the place of his retirement, and arrived 
in England amidft the fhouts and acclamations 
of all the people ; in a word, it hardly feemed 
that there had ever been a civil war. 

The parliament ordered the bodies of Crom- 
' well, Iretpn his fon-in-law, and Bradfhaw, 
prefident of the high court of juftice, to be dug 
out of their graves, and dragged through the 
ftreets upon a fledge to the <gallows« Of all 
thofe concerned in the bloody trial of Charles 
I. who were yet living, ten only were executed, 
who all, of them fufFered without theleaft (igns 
of repentance, refufing to acknowledge ,thc 
king's authority, and returning God thanks, 
who had chofen them to die " For the moft 
glorious and juft of all caufes." Thcfe were 
moft of them either of the obftinatc feft of in- 
dependents, or elfe Anabaptifts, who looked 
for the fecond coming of Chrift, and the efta- 
blifhment of the fifth monarchy. 

There were only nine biihops living at that 
tmc in England : the king foon completed 
the number. The ancient order and difcipline 
was reftored both in church and ftate, and a 
found of magnificence and pleafures fucceeded 
the gloomy ^rocity which had fo long taken 
pofTeiSon of all minds. Charles introduced 
un excefs of gallantry and diverfions into the 
palace, yet ftained with the blood of bis fa- 
ther. The independents were no longer heard 
of. The .puritans hid themfelves. The fpirit 
of the Englilh nation underwent fo total a 
change, that the late civil war becamt a fub- 
jcdt of ridicule. • The auftere and gloomy fcc- 
taries, who had filled the kingdom with tbeir 
cnthufiaftic notions, were now the butts of rail- 

I lery 



. under C H A R L E S 11. 5 

lery to the gay and licentious courtiers. Dcifm, 
which the King himfelf feemcd openly to pro- 
fefs, became the reigning religion among the 
many others then in the kingdom. 

The royal fociety, which had been already 
formed, but was not eftabltihed by the king'» 
letters patent till 1661, began to fofcen the 
manners, by improving the undcrftanding. The 
belles lettres were revived, and made dailv 
advances towards perfedlion. In Cromwcir« 
time all the learning in the nation was confined 
to the application of a few paflages of the Old 
and New Teftaments, to feed the flame of public 
animoflties, and fcreen the purpofes of the 
blackeft revolutions. But now the ftudy of 
nature and her works was encouraged, ana the 
plan of the famous chancellor Bacon clofely 
purfued. The fcience of mathematics was in 
a fliort time carried to a degree of perfedlion-, 
that had never entered into the imagination of 
former adepts. A great man at length invefti- 
gated the firft principles of the general fyftem 
'bf theuniverfc, which till then had remained 
hidden ; and while, the other nations amufed 
themfelves with idle fables, the Englifli found 
out the moft fublime truths. All that the en- 

Juiries of paft ages had cfFcfted in natural phi- 
ofophy was nothing in comparifon with that 
one diJcovery of the nature of light. In the 
fpacc of twenty years, the arts and fciences 
made the moft amazing progrei's : this is a 
merit and a glory which will never pafs away. 
The fruits of genius and induftry are perma- 
nent, while the e&e(5ls of ambition, fanaticifm, 
and reigning paiTions, are fsvallowcd up in the 
times which produced them. The fpirit of 
B 3 the 



6 Of ENGLAND 

the nation acauired immortal reputation under 
the reign of Charles II. though the admini- 
(Iration did not. 

The French fpirit, which reigned at court, 
rendered it ag;recable and brilliant ; but bv in- 
troducing a cnange in the manners, it fubje^led 
it to the dcHgns of Lewis XIV. and the Engliik 

frovernment, which was wholly biaflea by 
'Vench money and French councils, made the 
thinlcing part of the neople regret at times the 
days of the ufurper Cromwell, who had ren- 
dered his nation fo refpe^tablein the eyes of 'all 
Europe. 

The parliaments of England and Scotland, 
after the king's rcftoration, vycd with' each 
other in giving him all the marks of conde- 
fcenfion in their power, bv way of reparation 
for the murder of hi.^ fatner. The Enslifli 
})arliament in particular, in whofe breaft it 
chiefly lay to make him a |)owcrful prince, 
granted a revenue of twelve hundred toouiand 
pounds {lerling, for the fupport of bis dignity 
and adminiftration i exduuve of the fum de- 
fined for the fupport of the navy, which far 
exceeded any thine: that bad been grant/ed to 

Iueen Elizabeth. Neverthelefs, Charles's pro- 
igality made him always in want ; and the 
nation never foreave him the fale of Dunkirk, 
which Cromwell bad acquired for the kingdom 
by his negotiations and arms, and which Charles 
parted with for the fum of two hundred and 
forty thoufand pounds fterling*. 

• D*E(lradcty the French minifler at the lUgtie, camo 
ever tp l^ondon, and managed thii negoclation. For Duo* 
kuk, with ail the artUlcry and ammunition in the place, the 
(•'lench king pjed fuur hundred Uwufand poundSt 

The 
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The war which he engaged in againft the 
Dutch at the beginning of his reign, proved 
not only vcrv burthcnfome, as it coft the na- 
tion upwaras of feven miHions and an half 
fterling, but it was likewife diflionourahle ♦ ; 
for admiral Ruyter failed up as far as Chatham, 
and burnt all the Englifb (hips lying in that 
harbour. 

Thefe mifcarriages were intermixed with 
moft terrible calamities. London was ravaged 
by a plague at the beginning of this r^r 
reign, and the city al moft entirely de- ' 
ftroyed by a dreadful fire. This calamity fol- 
lowing upon a plague, and in the height of an 
unfuccefsful war ^ith the Dutch, feemed al- 
inoft irreparable. Neverthelefs, to the aftoniih- 
ment of all Europe, London was rebuilt, in 
three years, and arofe more beautiful, regular, 
and commodious, than it had been before. A 
tax upon coals, and the unwearied induftry at' 
the citizens, proved alone fufficient to enecl 
this immenfe work. This was a mighty ex- 
ample of what mankind are capable of doin^, 
and gave a degree of authenticity to the repons 
of the ancient cities in Aiia and Egypt, which 
.were fo quickly rebuilt. 

Not all thefe accidents, thefe mighty labours, 
the war of 1672 againft the Dutch, nor the 
cabals with which the court and parliament 



* The war was by no means difgraceful : for the Dutch 
were defeated in a great number of bloody engagement). 
The burning of a few (hips in the river Medway was a 
reproach upon the admtniilration, which, trufting to the ne- 
gociation for peace, liad taken no precautions of defence | 
^C it was CO difgrace to the nation in general. 

B 4 were 



« Or ENGLAND 

were filled, made any diminution in the plea- 
fures and gallantry, which Charles had brought 
with him into England, and which were the 
produ£);ions of the French climate, where he 
had refided for fereral y^ears. A French miftrefi9 
French manners, and, above all, French money 
lorded it at court. Though all things under- 
went fuch a change, in England, the love of 
liberty did not change among the people, nor 
that paflion for abfolute power which prevailed 
ill the king and his brother, who fucceeded 
him. This proved the fource of number left 
intrigues and plots, which embittered the ge- 
neral tafte for pleafure, and clouded the fefti« 
vities of the court with fundry executions. 
Zeal for religion or enthufiaftic furv had no 
ihare in the effort made by Lord Shaftlbury 
and feveral other perfons of diflindion, to ex- 
clude the duke of York from the fucceifion. 
Lord Shaftfbury was a declared deift. The 
duke of York was charged with being a papifl ; 
but it was only the arbitrary papift they ftoo4 
in fear of, 

Charles IL feems to have been the fir& king 
of England who bought the votes of the 
members of parliament by private penflons, at 
leaft in a country where there is hardly any 
thing fecret. This method was never publicly 
carried on : we have no proof that any of the 
kines* his predecefTors, had fallen on this way 
to morten difficulties and prevent oppofition. 

The fecond parliament, which afiembled in 
1679, began by impeaching eighteen members 
of the houfe of commons of the preceding par- 
liament^ winch had fate eighteen years. I'hey 
were accufcd of having accepted pcnfions ; but 

as 



under CHARLES II. 9 

fts there was no law which prohibited the 
receiving of gratifications from the fovcrcign, 
thejr could not do any thing againft them. 

This new fyftem of politics adopted by the 
court, did not prevent the houfe of commons 
from voting unanimoufly, that the duke of 
York, as heing a profeiTed papift, ought to be 
Excluded from the crown, in like manner as 
the catholic leaguers in France had pretended 
to exclude Henry IV. The duke of Mon- 
mouth, natural fon to Charles II. attempted 
to play the fame part as the duke of Guife, by 
which he afterwards brought his own head to 
the block; and the fanie motives which had 
engaged the Whigs to exclude the duke of 
York from the 'throne, urged them to drive 
him from thence, after he had afceiided it. 
However, Charles finding that that houfe which 
had depofed and murdered his father, now 
wanted to difmherit his brother in his lifcf- 
time $ and juftly apprehenfive of the confe* 
quences of fuch a defign in regard to himfelf, 
dff&>lved the parliament, and never ^called an-r 
other during his reign. 

' Every thing was reftored to quiet the ^^ 
. inftant the royal authority and the pri- 
vilege of parliament ceafeo to oppole each other. 
The king was now reduced to live with ceco- 
nomy upon his revenue, and a penfion of one 
hundred thoufand pounds fterling, which was 
paid him by Lewis XIV. He only kept four 
thoufand foldiers in pay, and he was reproached 
for keeping this fmall guard as if it had been a 
powerful ftanding army. Before him the kings 
of England were wont to have only one hun* 
dred men for their ordinary guard. 
' ^ B i At 
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At that time there were only two oppofkc 
fadions in the kingdom ; that of ibe Tories^ 
who profefled a blind Aibmiffion to the royal 
authority^ and the Whigs, who defended the 
. lights of the people^ and were for reftridliiig 
the fovereign power.. The latter of thefe haft 
almoil always had the fuperiortty. 

But what has eftablimed the power of the 
Englilh nation is, that all the diferent parties 
fince the time of Elizabeth have unanimoufly 
concurred in encouragiog trade. That very 
parliament which cut ofF the head of ks ktng^ 
was employed in fettling maritime aiFairs, aa 
it it bad been a time of profound peace. The 
blood of this, murdered prince was yet fmoaking 
upon the fcaffbid, when this parliamjent, which 
was almoft entirely compofed of fanatics, paiTed 
the famous a^ of navigation in 1650, which 
has been falfely attributed to Cromwell, and 
in which he bad no other concern than being 
bighly'dtfpleafed with it i becaufe this ad, whicb 
was very prejudicial to the intereft of Holland^ 
proved one of the caufes of the war between 
England and that republic ; and as the operar 
tions of this war would be chieflv by fea, the 
great expence of the navy might oblige iht 
parliament ^ leflTen the army, of which Crom- 
well was general. This a£i has always con- 
tinued in force. The chief advantage the na* 
tion derived from this a£l was, that it prohi- 
bited all nations to import any merchandiaxinto 
England but what was the produce of the 
country to which the fliips belonged. 

As early as the reign of queen Elizabeth the 
Englifli had an India company, prior to that 
Oi the Dutch» and there was alfo a new one 

cfia- 
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eftabltihed afterwards in kmg William's reiga. 
From the year 1597 ^^ 1612^ the Englifli bad 
the fole poiTeffion of the whale iiihery ; btit 
their greateft riches lay in their floclcs. At 
firft they only knew how to fell their wool ; 
but (ince Elizabeth's time, they have manu- 
hStnred the iineft cloths in Europe. Agri* 
culture, which was for a lon^ time negledicd^ 
is now better than the mines of Peru to them. 
The culture of lands was chiefly encouraged 
by the ad of parliament in 1689, for the ex* 
portation of grain s and fmce that time the go« 
vernment has always allowed a bounty of five 
ihiUing« for every meafure of wheat exported 
to foreign markets, when fuch meai'ure, which 
cositains twenty*four of our Paris buiheis, (haU 
not be worth more than two livres eight fous 
fierling in London. I'he exportation of all 
other kinds of grain have been encouraged in 
like propprtibn; and not long fince it was 
proved in parliament, that the exportation of 
grain brought the kingdom !n f .ur years time 
the fum of one hundred and feventy millions 
three hundred and thirty thoufand French livres. 

England had notall.thefe great refources in 
Charles lid's time : it was ftill indebted to the 
induftry of France, to whom* it paid upwards 
of eight millions every year upon the balance 
of trade. TheEnglifh had no manufactories 
for cloth, plate glaft, copper, brafs, flee!, pa- 
per, or evenrhats. It was to the revocation of 
the edift of Nantz that they were indebted for 
almoft all thefe new and important branches 
of trade. 

By this fingle circumflance we may judge 

how far the flatterers of Lewis XlV. wtre 

B 6 li^ht 
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in praifing him for thus depriving France 6f 
{o many ufeful futje^. Accordingly in 1 6879 
the Engliih government, fenfible of the ad- 
vantage it Ihould gain by granting an afylunu 
and fupport to the French artificers, made a 
colle^ion for them amounting to fifteen hun- 
dred thoufand francs, and maintained thirteen 
thoufand of thefe new fubge£b in the city of 
London for one whole year* 

This attention to commerce m a warlike 
nation, has in the end enabled it to pay fub- 
fidies to one half of Europe a^atnfl the French ; 
and within our knowledge its credit hat en- 
creafed to fuch a degree without any augmen- 
tation in^its funds, that the government debt 
to private perfons has fome years amounted to 
upwards of feventy millions of our money. 
This is precifely the fituation of the kingdom 
of France at prefent, where the government 
owes nearly the fame yearlv fum in the kins't 
name to the annuitants and purcbafers of pub- 
lic employs. This expedient which is un- 
known to many other nations, efpecially to 
the Afiatics, is the melancholy fruits of our 
wars, and the laft effort of political induftrj. 
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CHAP. CUII. 

Of Italy, and chiefly of Rome, at the 
End of the fixteenth Century. Of the 
Council of Trent. - Of the Corrcdlion 
of the Calendar, &c. 

WHILE France and Germany, almoft 
fuhverted at the end of the fixteenth, 
and beginning of the feventeenth century, lay 
langulfliing without trade, deprived of arts and 
police, and plunged in anarchy; the ItaKans, 
in general, began to tafte the fweets of repofe, 
and vyed wi£ each other in cultivating the 
libend arts, which were either unknown to 
other nations, or pradifed by them in a rude 
manner. Naples and Sicily were free froni re- 
vcJutions, and whpUy undifturbed. When 
pope Paul IV. at the inftigation of his ne- 
phews, undertook to deprive rhilip 11. of thefe 
two kingdoms, by the arms of the French 
king Henry II. he prefended to make them 
over to the duke of Anjou, afterwards Henry 
III. in confideration of the payment of twenty ' 
thoufand gold ducats per arm. in room of the 
former annual tribute of fix thoufand, and on 
the efpecial condition that his nephew (hould 
enjoy certain very confiderable and independent 
principalities in thofe kingdoms. 

This was' at that time the only tributary 
kingdom in the world. It was pretended that 
the court of Rome determined it fhould be no 
longer fo, and propofcd to annex it to the pa^ 
pal fee, ^birh would have 2;iven the popes fuci 
a degree ot weight and ;iu'thority, as would 

have 
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have made them mafters of the balance of 

?owcr in Italv : but it was impoffiUe that pope 
'aul IV . or all Italy together, could take Na- 
ples from PhtHp IL ami afterward from the 
king of France, and thus flrtp the two moft.pow* 
erful monarcha of Cbriftendom. This was 
only an unhappy raih proieS: in pope Paul, 
who was infulted at his fim fetting out by the 
famous duke of Alva, at that time viceroy of 
Naples, who ordered all the bells aad other 
brafs work in Benevento, which belonged to the 
' holy fee, to be melted down^nd caft into can- 
non. This war was finifhed almoft zb foon t» 
it was begun. The duke of Alva fiatterecl 
himfelf with the hope of taking Rome, as 
Charles V. had done ; but at the end of a few 
months he went thither to kifs the pontiff '» 
feet, reftored the bells of Benevento, aod all 
was quiet. 

-Aq a. flxocking fccnc wasexbiblted after the 
'^^ death of pope Paul IV. by the condem- 
nation of his two nephews, the prince of Pal- 
liano, and cardinal CerafFa; and the (acred col- 
lege could not, without horror, behold the death 
of this cardinal, who was ftrangled by the 
orders of pope Pius IV. * as cardinal Poli* had 



* The two brothert, the cardinal amd tfie dake de Pal- 
liano, were oondemned and ftrangled for having abuied the 
aotbority of their uncle^ and exercifed all manner of adt 
of tyranny and opprellion ; in particular for having canfed 
the dttkc*ft wife Violante IXas Carlonna, to be put to death 
without form of trial, on pretence of adultery, when dit 
was big with chUd. She was barbaroufly ftrangled by her 
own brother, the count d*Aliffe and Leonard Cardint> 
^ho likewife fuffered death for their barbarity^ under tb« 
pontificate of Pius IV, 

been 
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'been by tbofe of Leo X. but one a£i of cru« 
city does not make si cruel re^n, and the Rqh» 
man nation was not oppreiTed. 

The council of Trent was clofcd un- ^ 

dcr the pontificate of Pius IV. in a peace- ^S^> 

able manner, without having produced any 

new effe£b either among the catholics, who 

held all the articles of .faith taught by that 

council, nor among theproteftants, who rcjedled 

them: k made no change in the cuftoms of 

xhaCs catholic nations who adopted certain 

lules of dilcipline different from thofe of the 

council. France in particular retained what 

are called the liberties of the Gallican church, 

which are in ciFe£i the liberties of the nation* 

Twenty-four articles of this council, which 

were Tepugnant to the rights of the civil jurif- 

di&ion, were neve^ admitted in that kingdom,: 

by thefe articles the fuperintendance of all hof^ 

pitals was vefted in the bifhops ordy. The 

|K>pe alone was to give fentence in. criminafl 

caafeson the bifliops^ and the laity wqre in 

ieverat cafes-made fubjed to the epifeopal ju«* 

t'MiStton* Thefe werie the reafons why the 

French government rejected the difcipUne efta- 

bhflied l^ the council. The kings of Spain 

received it into their dominions with thegreatefi 

iefpe£fc» but at the fame time with conf^erable 

private modifications. Venice followed th^ 

example of Spain. The Roman catholics of 

Germany innfted upon the ufe of the confe- 

crated cup, and that priefts (hould be allowed 

to marry. Pope Pius IV. by his briefs to the 

emperor Maximilian 11. and the archbifliop of 

Mentz allowed the communicating in both 

kinds I but remained inflexible in the article 

of 
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*i>f the marriage of the priefts. The Mftory of 
^e popes gives us for a reafon, that Pius, having 

Jjjot rid of the council, had nothing more to 
ear : hence it came, adds the writer of this 
liiftorv, that this pope, who made no fcruple of 
violatm^ all laws divine and human, was (b 
ftri& with regard to celibacy. It is very falfe 
10 M that rtus IV. violated all laws divine 
Vnd numan > and it is very evident that by pre- 
ferving the ancient diicipline of facerdotid ce- 
libacy, «- which had been fo lon^ eftablifhed in 
the Weft, he a£ted in conformity with an opi* 
•oion which was become a law in that church. 
' All the other cuftoips of church difcipline 
peculiar to Germany remained on their original 
foundation. The difputes prejudicial to the 
iecular power no lohser raifed thofe wars they 
had formerly done : there were ftill fome few 
difficulties, fome intricate points between the 
church of Rome and the Roman catholic flates ; 
but thefe little difputes did not coft any blood- 
flied. The interdift which pope Paul V. laid 
upon die republic of Venice, was the only con* 
iiderable quarrel which happened afterwards. 
The religious wars in France and Germany 
found them other employments ', and the court 
of Rome ufually kept fair with the Roman 
catholic princes, for fear they fliould turn pro- 
tcftants : but wretched was the fate of thofe 
weak princes, who had fuch a powerful mo- 
narch as Philip to oppofe, who was mafter in 
the conclave. 

Italy was deficient in refpeA to general po* 
lice ; this wu its real fcouree. Surrounded by 
the arts, and in the very bok>m of peace, it had 
been a long time infcflcd with publtc robbers, 

lik« 
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like ancient Greece in tbe more barbarous times* 
Whole troops of armed banditti marauded from 
one province to another, from the frontiers of 
Milan to the farther end of the kingdom of 
Naples, either purchafing the protedion of the 
petty princes, or obliging them to wink at their 
rapines. The papal fee could not clear its do- 
minions of them, till the time of Sixtus V. ^nd 
even after his pontificate they appeared fome* 
times. The example of thefe freebooters en- 
couraged private perfons to put in practice the 
(hocking cuftom of aflaffination : the ufe of the 
ftiletto was but too common in towns, while 
the country was over-run by the banditti. The 
-ftudents of Padua ufed to knock people on the 
head as they were paffing under the piazzas, 
which run along each fide of the ftreet. 

Notwithftanding thefe diforders, which were 
but too common, Italy was the moft flourifhing 
-country in Europe, if it was not the moft pow- 
erful. Thofe foreign wars were no longer 
heard of which had filled it with defolation 
after the reign of Charles VIII, nor the in*- 
teftine commotions, which had armed princi- 
pality againft principality, and town againft 
town : nor thofe confpiracies which had for- 
merly been fo frequent. Naples, Venice, 
Rome, and Florence, attra£led the admiration 
of foreigners, by their magnificence and en- 
couragement of all the arts. The more refined 
pleafures were truly known only to this cli- 
mate, and religion prefented itfelf to the peo- 
ple under that fpccious drefs which is fo rie- 
ceflary for nice imaginations. Italy alone a- 
bounded with temples worthy of the ancient 

gran- 
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erandeur^ and they were all Arrpa/Tcd by St. 
Peter's at Rome. 

If fuperftitious ceremonies, falfe traditionsy 
and feigned miracles ftill prevailed among cbefc 
people, the wife defpifed them, who wellknew 
thst errors have in all times been the amufe- 
mcnt of the vulgar. Perhaps our northern 
writers, who have exclaimed fo violently againft 
thefe erroneous cuftoms, have not rightly di* 
ftinguiflied between the people and tho<e by 
whom they are led. Certainly no one would 
entertain a contemptible idea of the ancient 
Roman fenate, becaufe the temples of Efcula- 
pius were lined with the offerings of thofe whom 
nature cured of their maladies ( becaufe a thoti* 
£ind votive tableu of travellers efcaped from 
(hipwrecky adorned or rather disfigured the akart 
of the God Neptune ^ and that in EgnatU 
the incenfe burnt and linoaked of its own ttf* 
cord on the holv ftone. Many a proteftaiH^ 
after bavins tafted the delights of a refidcnoe 
at Naples, has, at his return, exhaufled hiof* 
felf in inve£bive$ againft the three miracka 
which are performed on certain appointed daye 
jn that city, when the blood of ot* Januaritti, 
St* John the Baptift, and St Stephen, which ia 
kept in bottles, liquefies on approaching the 
heads of thefe iaints* ^h^ accufe the cbiefr 
of thofe churches with aicribing the(c idle mi* 
racles to the Deity. 7*he wiie and prudent 
Addifon £iys, that he never iaw *^ A mote 
blundering trick/' All thefe writers migiit 
baveobferved that thefe inftitutions have no 
bad cScAi upon the morals of the people, which 
ought to be the principal concern of every go* 
vcrnmcn^ civil and ccclcfiaftical i that in all 

pro- 
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probability the warm imaginations of the na* 
tives of thofe hot climates itand in need of vi- 
fible figns to convince them that they are con* 
tinualiy under the immediate hand of Provi- 
dence ; and laftly, they l&ould confider that 
thefe figns cannot be laid afide till they are 
fallen into -contempt with thofe who now h<^ 
them in fo much reverence. 

To pope Pius IV. fucceeded the Dominican 
Gifleri, who took the name of Pius V. and wat 
{o hated even in Rome itfelf for the rigorous 
manner in which he enforced the exercife of 
the inquifitorialjurifdi^ion, which was in M 
•other places (6 ftrenuoufly oppofed bv the fe«« 
cular courts. The famous bull in Coensl Do« 
mini, that firft appeared under pope Paul IIL 
and was afterwards publiibed by this Pios V« 
and in which the prerogative of crowned heads 
was infulted, difgufted every courts and waa 
much cenfured by the univerfities^ 

The extinction of the order of the HumSatt 
was one of the principal events of his pon- 
tificate. The monks of this order, which was 
chiefly eftabliflied in the dutchy of Milan, led 
very feandalous lives. St. Charles Borromeo, 
arcnbifliop of Milan, endeavoured to work 
a reformation in them, upon ^hich four 
of them entered into a confpiracy agatnft hrs 
life ; one of them fired upon him with a 
muflcet as he was at prayers in his own ^' 
houfe, but wounded him only flightly. The 
good man interceded with the pope in their 
behalf; but bis holinefs puniihed their crime 
with deatli, and aboliflied the whole order. 

Pius V. imtnortali2;ed bis memory by his 
vigorous defence of Cbriftianity againft the 

Turks, 
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Turks. His greateft eulogium was made in 
■ Confbntinople itfelf, where they ordered pub- 
lic rcjoiciDgs on account of his death*. 

Gregory XUI. of the family of Buoncam- 
pagno, fucceeded Pius V, and rendered his name 
femous topofterity 1)y the cbrreaion of the 
calendar, which is called after him } in which 
be imitated Julius Cxfar. The continual need 
there was of correding the year in all nations 
fliews the flow progrefs of the ufeful arB. Man- 
kind had found the way to ravage the worW 
from one end to the other, before they knew 
bow to compute time or regulate their days. 
The ancient Romans had only ten lunar month, 
at lirfl, and their year confifted of no more 
than three hundred and four days, an^ aUer- 
wards of three hundred and fifty-five. 1 he at- 
tempts to remedy this falfe computation were 
•fo many errors. All the high P"efts from Ac 
time of Numa Pompilius, were the aftronomew 
of their nation, as they were likew^e among the 
Babylonians, the Egyptians, the Perf.ans, a^ 
almoflall the Afiatics. Their knowldgeof 
time rendered them more venerable to t"^ Jf^ 
p!e; for notliijig gives a grca^r degree of *n™ifc 
iky th^ri the knowledge otufcful UiwafcJ 
are unknown to the vulgar, — 

As the pontifical dJT " 
mans was always vt 
Caefar, in qi. 
calendar (o : 
jecourfe 
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mathematician of Alexandria, which city had 
been made the centre of fciences and com- 
merce by Alexander the Great: it^v/as the 
nioft famous fchool for the mathematics in 
thofe times ; 'and thence the Egyptians, and 
even the Hebrews themfelves, had learnt great 
part of their ufeful knowledge. The Egyp- 
tians knew before 'how to raife enormous maf- 
fes of ftone j but the Greeks taught them all 
the polite arts, or rather praftifed them amongft 
them without ever being able to form pupils. 
In fa£l, we do not find any one perfon of this 
ilavifli and effeminate nation diilinguifhed for 
the Grecian arts. 

The chriftian pontiiFs had the regulating of 
the year as well as the pontiffs of ancient 
Rome becaufe it Was their province to fix the 
time, for obferving the feftivals. The firft 
council of Nice, held in the year' 325, ob- 
ferving the confufion introduced by time into 
the Julian calendar, confulted, as Caefar had 
done, the Greeks of Alexandria, who returned 
for anfwer, that the vernal or fpring ec^uinox 
happened in that year on the twenty- firft day 
of March i the fathers then regulated the time 
ieaf^ of Eafter according 

in Ci^far's com- 
Tonomers conf^lted 
fiderably in a num- 
"e mlftakes hap- 
number of Meton 
nineteen years for 
>on makes in re- 
he heavens : there 
half-, an error al- 
moft 
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tiioft imperceptible in one century, but which 
in a fucceflion of ages became very coniiderable. 
The fame may happen with regard to the fun's 
apparent courfe, and the points which deter^ 
mine the equinox and folftices. The vernal 
or fpring equinox, which at the time of the 
•council of Nice happened on the twenty-iirft 
day of March, had gained an advance of ten 
days, and happened the eleventh of the fame 
month. This preceffion of the equinoxes, the 
caufe of which was unknown to all the ancients, 
and was not difeovercd till of late years, is oc- 
cafioned by a particular motion in the earth, 
which motion is completed in the fpace of 
twenty-five thoufand nine hundred years, and 
occafions the equinoxes and folftices to pafs 
fucceffively through all the points of the zo- 
diac. This motion is the efkSt of gravity, of 
which Newton alone has difcovered and cal- 
culated the phsenomena, which feemed beyond 
the reach of human underftandine. 

In the time of Gregory XIII. they never 
troubled themfelves about p;ueffing at the caufe 
of this precei&on of the equmoxes i the queftion 
was to remedy the error which began to make 
a fenfible confufion in the civil year. Grcmry 
on this occafion confulted all the famous aitro- 
flomers of Europe. A phyflcian namedLtlio*, 

a na- 



* Lilio Oregorto GiraUliy is celebrated by the hiftorian 
Thttanuf, «• a perfon perfeAl/ weU acquainted with the 
Creek and Roman languages, with the beUet lettres, and 
ancient hiftory. He fayt h» was a domellic of cardinal 
Raogoni when Rome was taken and piUaged by the troope 
of the e m p er pr Charles V. on which occafion he was ploa* 
dered Qf all his effcAs, including his libnry. He lived in 

great 



in the Sixteenth Cektu&t. 2J 

X nalnre of Rome, had the honour of fiirnifliing 
the mofl fimple and eafy method for reftoring 
the Older of die year, fuch as we now fee it in 
the new Calendar. It was only to take ten 
days from diat year (1582,) and by this eafy 
piecaution to prevent any diibrder in the ages 
to come* This Lifio has fince been forgotten^ 
and the calendar bears the name of pope Gre* 
gory, in like manner as Sofigenes's name was 
h>ft in that of Caefiir. It was not thus among 
the ancient Greeks: with them every aruS 
eajoyed the honour of his oim invention. 

It is however to the honour of Gregory that 
he was indefatigable in eftablilhing this necef- 
lary corrofiion ; for he met with more diffculty 
in getting it received in other nations, than in 
having it fettled by the mathematicians. France 
held out for fome months; till, at laft upon an 
wiiSt ifltied by Henry III. and regiftered by the 
parliament of Paris, they began to reckon as 
they ought. But the emperor Maximilian II. 
could not perfuade the diet of Augfburg that the 
equinox was advanced ten days. It was feared 
that the court of Rome, in taking upon it to 
inftrud other nations, would pretend to a right 
of governing them. Thus the old calendar 
continued to be ufed for fome time even by the 



Sreat poverty to extreme old age. He ioYented the thirty 
epoft numben, denoting the exceft of the common folar 
year above the lanar, and difcovering the age of the moon 
every year. He compofed a treatife for the refomation oC 
the kalendar, which his brother Ulao Antonio Giraldi pre- 
fiented to pope Gr^ory Xm. and his fcheme was embraced, 
after having been commanicated to aU the princes of Chri- 
ftendom, and approved by the moft learned univerfities of 
EnrDpe. 

5 ca- 
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catholic ftatei of Germany. The proteftants 
of all communions have obftinately refufed to 
admit a truth coming from the pope, which 
ought to hare been embraced, had it been pro* 
po&d by the Turks* 

The latter part of Gregory Xlirfpon- 
^^7^ tificate was famous by the embafly of 
fubmiifion which he received ^om Japan* Rome 
extended iu fpiritual con<|ueftf to the farther 
end of the globe, while Jt fufFered loflea at- 
home* Three kin^ or orinces of Japan, which 
was at that time divided into feveralibveretgn- 
ties, ftnt each one of their neareft relations to 
compliment Philip II* king of Spain, as the moft 
powerful of all chriftian kings, and the pope 
as the father of all kings* The letters written 
by the princes to the pope, brgan all with an 
a£l of adoration* Thenrft, which was from 
the kingr of Buneo began, *< T^ the adorable, • 
who hdds the puce of the king of heaven upon 
earth /' and ended with tbefe words : **1 addreb 
your holineft with reverence and awe, whom I 
adore, and whofe moft holv feet I kifs**' The 
other two were nearly in tne fame ftile* Spain 
at that time was in hope that Japan would be- 
come one of its provinces -, and the holy fee 
already beheld one third of that vaft empire 
fubjea to iue^cclefufticaljurifdiflion* 

The people ol'Rome would have been very 
happy under Gregory's government, had not 
the public tranquility been troubled by banditti. 
He abolffbed fome grievous impofts, and Jid not 
difmember the ftate to provide for his baftard, 
as fomc of his predcccflbrs had done. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. CLIV. 
Of -Pope Sjixtus V. 

THE pontificate of Sixtus V. is more fa* 
mous inhiftory than thofe of Gregory 
XIII. and Pius V. though thefe two poncifFs 
performed greater things ; the^ne Jiaving fig- 
nalized hiaifelf by the battle of Lepanto, o^ 
which he was the principal caufe, and the other. 
l?y his corredion of time. 

It fomettmes happens thai: one man, by his 
chara<^r^and the fingularity of bis elevation* 
ihallattraiSt theregard of pofterity more tbaa 
others by the moft memorable adiions. The- 
great difproportion which appeared between the 
birth of SiJitus V. who was the foa of a poor 
day-labourer, and his elevation to the fupreme 
pontificate, adds a double Ittftr&to his reputation : 
liowever, we have already obferved, that mean- 
nefs or obfcurity of birth was never looked upon 
as an Qbftade to this dignity by a religion and 
9 court where merit is entitled to employ- 
ments of every rank, notwithftanding they may 
ibmetimes be the rewards of intrigue and cabau 
Pius V. was of a meaa origin; Adrian VI. 
was the {on of an artificer i Nicholas V. was < 
djfcurely born.; the father of the famous John 
XXII. who added -a third circle to the tiara, 
and wore three crowns without pofTefiing a foot 
of land, was a cobler at Cahors ; as was like- 
wife the'.fiitber of pope Urban. Adrian IV. 
one of the greateft of the pontiffs, was the Ton 
of a beggar, and followed that profeflion him- 
. VoiTV. C " felf. 
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feir. The hiftory of the 6hurcb is filled with 
inftances of this nature, to the encouragement 
of private virtue and the confufion of numan 
pride. Thofe who have endeavoured to exalt 
the birth of Sixtus V. do not confider that in 
ij doing the^. leilen his perfonal merits by ta* 
king from hini the praife of having overcome 
die firft obftacles. There is a greater diftance 
between a fwineherd* which he was in hit 
childhood, and the loweft places ne held in his 
orders, than between that place and the papal 
throne. Memoirs of his life have hten compo- 
fed at Rome from journals, which fiirnilh 
little more than dates, and from panegyrics^ 
which inform us of nothing at all. The Cor« 
delier who has written the life of Sixtus V» 
begins by fayingr, that << he has the honour to 
treat of the noUeft, beft, and greateft of all 
pontiffs, princes, and philofophers, the glorious 
and immortal Sixtus :" and by this very begin* 
iiine deftro^s all credit in himfelf. 

The fpirit of Sixtus V. and of his reign is 
the effential part of his hiftory : what particu- 
larly diftinguifhcs him from other popes is, 
that he never z&cd in any refped like otherSr 
The behaving in the moft haughty, and even 
oppreffive manner, while he was a private 
monk ; the fubduing the heat of his temper, 
as foon as he was made a cardinal ; the appear- 
ing for the fpace of f:fteen vears incapable of all 
kind of public bufinefs, especially that of com- 
manding as a fuperior, in order to determiiie 
one day in his favour the fuflPrages of all thole 
who thought to govern under his name i the 
refuming all his pride the inftant be afcended 
the throne J the unheard-of Icvcrity he exerci- 

fed 
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fed in his pontificate, and the noblenefs of his 
undertakings; the embelliflring the city of 
Rome, and leaving the Roman treafuryim^ 
meniely rich at his deceafe ; the difbanding the 
troops, and even the body-guards of his prede* 
ceflbrs, and difperfing the numerous banditti, by 
die fole power of his laws ; and the making 
bimfeif feared by every one, by his place and 
diarader ; were adions that made his name 
illuftrious, even among the illuftrious ones 
of Henry IV. and Elizabeth, his cotempora* 
ries. Other foyereiens at that time ran the ha- 
zard of loiing their thrones, by engaging in any 
undertaking without the affiftance of die nu- 
merous armies which ' they afterwards kept on 
foot. It was not thus with the fovereigns of 
Rome, who, by uniting the prieftly with the 
kingly dignity, did not even ftand in need of a 
guard. 

Sixtus V. raifed a great reputation by the 
improvements he made in the buildings and po- 
Kce of the city of Rome ; Henry IV. had done 
the iame in that of Paris: hot this ^ was the 
leaft of Henry's merits, whereas it was the prin- 
cipal one of Sixtus V. and we find that this 
pope executed grater things in this way thai» 
the French monarch. \ic ruled over a peace- 
able, and at that time a very induftrious 
people; he found amidft the ruins, and in the 
example of ancient Rome, and alfo in the la- 
bours of his predeceilbrs, every thing he could 
wi(h to further his great defigns. 

In the time of die Roman Caefars, fourteen 
immenfe aquedu£ls fupported upon arches, con- 
veyed whole rivers to Venice, for the length of 
feveral miles, and fupplied an hundred and fifty 
C 2 foun- 
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fountains and one hundred and eighteen pubiic 
baths in that city with water, befides what went 
to form thofe artificial feas, on which they repre* 
fented naval combats. An hundred tnoufand 
ilatues adorned the public fquarcs, biehways, 
temples, and houfes. Ninety-fix coloifus's all 
raifed on porticos, and forty-eight obelifks of . 
granate, cut in the quarries of Upper Egypt^ 
filled the beholder with amazement, and puz« 
xled the imagination to conceive how fuch im- 
menfc mafTcs could have been tranfported from 
the tropic to the banks of the Tyber. There, 
remained a few of thefe aquedu£is to be re- 
ftored by the popes; fome obelifks to raife, 
which were buried under ruins, and fome fta« 
tues to dig up. 

Sixtus V. rcftored the fountain of Martia, 
whofe fpring is near the ancient Pratnefte, twen- 
ty miles diftant from Rome, and brought it 
over an aquedu£t thirteen thoufand paces in 
length, for which it was neceflary to rai(c ar- 
ches upon a road feven miles long. This, 
which would have been a trifling work for the 
Roman empire, was a great deal for modeiA 
Rome in its poor and circumfcribed ftate. 

By his care five of the ancient obeliflcs were 
railed. The name ot the archite£l Fontana^ 
who raifed them, is ftlll famous at Rome; while 
the artifts who cut them, and thofe who tran- 
fported them to fo great a diftance, are no 
longer known. We read in fome travellers, 
and in an hundred writers who have copied after 
them, that when the Vatican obeliik was rai- 
fing upon its pedeftal, the ropes ufed for that 
purpoie were found too fhort, upon which, 
uotwithftanding it had been exprefsly pjohibit- 
5 ol» 
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^, under pain of death, for any one to fpeak 
during the operation, one of the common peo- 
ple cned out, " Wet the ropes*." Thefe idle 
tales, which make hiftory ridiculous, are the 
cfFedls of ignorance. Thecapftans which they 
made make ufe of on this occafion, left no 
room for having recourfc to fo trifling an af- 
fiftance. 

The work which gave modern Rome fome 
degree of fuperiority over the ancient, was the 
cupola of St. Peter's church. There were but 
three monuments of this kind remaining in the 
world ; namely, part of the dome of the tem- 
ple of Minerva iat Athens, that of the Pantheon 
at Rome, and of -the great mofque atConftaii- 
tinople, formerly the church of St. Sophia, 
built by Juftinian : but thefe domes, though 
fufficiently lofty within, were t6o flat and low 
on the outfide. Brunelefchi, who reftored ar- 
chttedure in Italy, in the t4th century, had, 
by an efllbrt of art, remedied this defedl in the 
cathedral of Florence, by raifing two cupolas 
one upon the other : but thefe cupolas had Ml 
ibmething of the Gothic in them, and wanted 
the grand ' proportions. Michael Angelo Buo^ 
narota, who* was a painter, fculptor, and ar- 



• This is the very reverfe of what ought to have been 
done^ had the ropes been adnaUy too (hort : for a cord is 
ftortened by being moiftened with water. The eomplicatioA 

- of Mechanieal powers ufetf in the elevation of this obeIiac» 
flot pemitting a further immediate extenton. when it ilill 

..wynted fomething of being raifedto a perpendicular, it it 
faid that the engineer caufed the ropes to be wetted, by 
vvhich means they were fuddenly contra6ked, fb as to fet 
the obdlik upright. This is a very common experiment 
la aatynil phitofophy. 

C 3 chiteft. 



30 Of Pope Sixths V. 

chiteAi and equally great in all three branchest 
had, as early as the pontificate of Julius II* 
given the defigns of the two domes of St. Pe- 
ter*s ; and Sixtus V. caufed this work, which 
exceeds all of its kind, to be built in the fpace 
of twenty-two months. 

The library, which was firft fet on foot by 
pope Nicholas V. was fo confiderably augment- 
ed by Sixtus, that he might very well pals for 
the true founder. The Immenfe pile of build- 
ing which contains the books, is itfelf a beaur 
tiful monument. • There was not at that time 
the equal of this library in Europe, either foi 
the largenefs or curiofity of the colledion : but 
the city of Paris has greatly excelled Rome in 
this reipe£l ; and though ti^ king's library at 
Paris is not to be compared to the Vatican, in 
regard to the architeAure, there is a much 
greater number of books, they are difpofcd in 
better order, and ftrangers can mucli more 
cafily have the reading of them. 

It was the misfortune of Sixtus V; and hit 
dominions, that he impoveriflied his AiUeAa 
bv all thefe great foundations, whereas tiennr 
IV. eafed bis of their load. Both of them left 
nearly the fame /urn in leady money in the pub- 
lic treafury at their deaths ; for althou^ Hen- 
t^ IV. had forty millions in referve, which he 
could difpofe of as he pleafed, there was'not 
above twenl^ in the vaulu of the Baftile; 
whereas the nve millions of cold croirns dcpo- 
fited by Sixtus V. In die caiUo of St. Anftd«^ 
'amounted to very near twenty millions or our 
livrcs at th^t time. Such a lum could not be 
taken out of the circulation* in a ilate ainoft 
wholly void of manufaduret voji cpm»eic«» 

fttch 
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^ich as Rome is, without impoverifhilig the 
Inhabitants: and to amafs this treafure, and 
fupply all other expences, Sixtus was obliged 
to give a greater latitude to the fale of public 
employs, than either Sixtus IV. or Julius IL 
his predeceflbrs. Leo X. began this pradice» 
Sixtus aggravated the burthen. He raifed an- 
nuities at eight, nine, and ten per cent, for the 
payment of which an addition was made to the 
taxes. The people forgot that he was embel* 
lifhing Rome, and only fek that he was im* 
povertfliing them; fo that this pontiff was more 
hated than he was admired. 

We (hould always confider the popes in two 
points of view, as fbvereigns of a ftate, and as 
the heads of the church*^ Sixtus V. in quality 
of chief pontiff, wanted to revive the times of 
Gregory VII. He declared Henry IV. at that 
time king of Navarre, incapable of fucceeding 
to the crown of France. He deprived quecti 
Elizabeth of her kingdoms by a bull, and^ had 
Philip's invincible armada landed in- England, 
the bull might have beencsirried into execution. 
The manner in which he behaved towards Henry 
IIL after the murder of the duke of Guife, and 
the cardinal his brother, was not quite fo vio- 
knt. He contented himfelf with only declar- 
ing him excommunicated, unlefs he did penance 
for thofe two murders. This was imitating St* 
Ambrofe ; and a^ng like Adrian IV. who re- 
qirired Henry H. of England to do public pe- 
nance for the murder of Becket, afterwards 
canonized under the name of St. Thomas of 
Canterbury. The French king, Henry III. 
. had juft caufed two princes to be murdered in 
• his own palace 5 they were dangerous AiWc^s 
C 4 indeed. 
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indeed, but they had not been allowed a trial} and 
ie would even have been a very difficult matter 
to haveregularlyconvi^ed them of anyabiblute 
crime. They were the leaders of a fatal league, 
but a league which the kin^ himfelf had figned. 
All the circumftances of this two-fold aiTaffina* 
tion were truly horrible ^ and without entering 
upon fuch excufes, as might be alledged from 
the politiQ« and unhappy fituation of affairs in 
thofe times,' the fafetv of human kind Teemed 
to require that a euro fhould be put to fuch 
violences. Sixtus loft the fruit of his auftere 
and inflexible behaviour, by fupporting only the 
rights of the triple crown and the iacred col* 
lege> and not thofe of humanity ; and by not 
cenfuring . Uie murder of the duke of Gutfe fo 
firongly as that of the cardinal; by infifttng 
OTilyen the pretended immunity of the church, 
9nd the right claimed by the popes of trying 
the cardinals -, by ordering the king of France 
to relesUe the cardinal of Bourbon and the arch* 
bifliop.cf hyotiBj whom he detained prifenen 
from ihfi ftrongcft rcafons of ftatc ; and laftly, 
by commanding him to repair within fixtjr days 
to Rome, to expiate bis offence. It is iin<« 
doubtedly true, that Sixtus, as bead o^ all 
Chriftians, miaht fay .to a chriftian prince, 
** Clear yourfelf before God of this two^fold 
. homicide :" but he had not power to fay to him, 
*< It belongs to me alone to try your ecdeC* 
aftical fubje^U; it belongs to me to try jrou in 
my court." 

This pope feemed ftill lefs to preferve the 
greatnefs and impartiality of his office, when 
after the murder of Henry III. by the monk 
James Clement^ he delivered hlmfclf in thefe 

very 



trery words^ in a fpeech which he made to the 
cardinals, which has been faithfully tranfmitted 
by Che fecretary of the confiftory. 

«' This death, which occafions fo much fur- 
prize and admiration, will hardly be credited 
by pofterity. A powerful king furrounded by 
a numerous army, who had compelled the city 
of Paris to fue to him for mercy, is flain by a 
fingle ftroke of a knife, by a poor monk. Cer- 
tainly this great example has been given, i 
order that every one might know the powci'^ 
God's judgments/' 

Sixtus was right in refufing the empty ho- 
nours of a funeral feryice to Henry III. whom 
hhp considered as excluded from the benefit- of 
prayers. Accordingly he faid in the famexron'* 
fiftory, •' I owe them to the- king of France j 
but not to Henry of Valois, who died impe- 
nitent/' 

AU things yield to intereft I this .very pope, 
who had fo proifdly deprived Elizabeth ahd the 
king of Navarre of their kingdoms; who had flg-> 
nified to king Henry III. that he exptStci hini 
at Rome to anfwer for his conduct, within fixty 
days, or elfe that he would excommtmtcate 
him, refufed after all to join with'the league 
and the king of Spain againfl Henry iV. 
though at that time a heretic. He was fenfible 
that if Philip II. fucceeded, this prince, maftet 
of France, Milan, and Naples, would quickly 
become mafter Jikewife of the papal fee^ ani 
of all Italy. Sixtus, then^ did what every pru- 
dent man would have done in his place ; he 
chofe rather to expofe himfelf to all Philip's re* 
feotment, than to ruin himfelf by lending' a 
hand to ruin Henry. 

C 5 H» 
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. . He died in this fflate of uncertaintT« not dtr-* 
Ing to Aiccour Henrj, and fearing Pnilip. Thee 
people of Rome, who groaned beneath the 
weight of taxes, and who hated fo oppreffive 
and cruel an admxniftration, grew oatrageoii9 
Alio- 16 "P°" *^^ death of Sixtus, and were 
J <QO with great difficulty rcftraincd from 
^^ diftui^ing the funeral ceremony^ 

and tearing to pieces the perfon whom they 
jiad adored on their knees. The riches he left be- 
hind htm were fquandered away within lefsthan 
a year after his death, like thoTe of Henr^ IV» 
a common confequence, which fufficiently 
evinces the vanity of all human defigns. 

.^uL JUc .^X ^Qk S3c ^K Sk mA wX. ^X Ca. Sk CS Jj> ^^f ^^t ^^F ^^K ^^E 

CHAP. CLV. 

0/ ihi Sluccejfors of ^ixtvt V^ 

WE may fee how much men are governed 
by education, country, and prejudices 
of every kind. Gregory XlV. a nathre of Mi- 
lan, and a fubjed of the king of Spain, was 
governed by the Spaniih fadion, whom Sixtus, 
a native of Rome, had always oppofed. This 
pope facrificed every thing. to rbilip IL An army 
of Italians was- raifed .to carry defolatton into 
France, with the very money which Sixtus had 
amailcd in order to defend Italy ; and this army 
being beaten and^difperfed, Gregory had no- 
thing left but the ihame of having impoveriflied 
him^lf for Philip IL and being tyrannized over 
by him* 

Clement 
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Clement VIII. (Aldobrandini) a FJorentine, 
behaved with more fpirit and addrefi; he knew 
rcTf well that it was the intereft of the' papal 
lee to bold, as much as poffible, the ballance 
of power between France and the hpufc of 
Auftria. This pope added the dutchy of Fer- 
i^ra to the ecclefiaftical demefnes. This was 
another e(fe€t of thofe feudal laws, fo intricate 
and fo contefted, and an evident confequence 
of the weaknefs of the empire. TTie countefk 
Matilda, of whom we have fo largely treated 
in the foregoing part of this work, had given 
the popes Ferrara, Modena, and Reggio, tCH 
gether with feveral other lands. The emperors 
always difputed the donation of tbefe demefneSj. 
which were fiefs to the crown of Lombardy. 
They became, in fpite of the empire, fiefs tQ 
the papal fee ; as well as Naples, which was 
alfo held of the popes, after it had been held- 
of the emperors. It is but of late years that 
Modena and Rcggio have bc'en formerly de- 
clared Imperial fiefs: but ever fince the time of^ 
Gregory VII. they, as well as Fcrrara, had been 
dependent on the fee of Rome ; and the houfe 
of Modena, which had been formerly proprietor 
of thefe lands, only held them by the title of 
vicars, to the holy fee. The courts of Vienna 
and the Imperial diets in vain pretended to be 
lords paramount. Clement VIII. took Ferrara 
from the houfe of Efte, and what might have 
occafioned a violent war, produced, nothing but 
protefts. Since that time Ferrara has been al- 
moft a defert. 

This pope performed the ceremony of giving 
abfolution and difcipline to Henry IV. m the' 
perfons of ^e cardinals du Perron andOfikt';' 
C 6 but 
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• but it was evident how mu^h the fee 
. ^^^ of Rome ftood in awe of Philip II. by 
the management and artifices which pope Cle- 
inent made ufe of to bsing about Henry's re* 
conciliation to the church. This piince had 
fblemnly abjured the reformed religion; and 
yet two thirds of the cardinals in theconfiftory 
refured to grant him abfolution. Hie ambafla* 
dbrs could with, great difficulty prevent the pope 
from making ufe of this, fomuihuyr ** We re- 
ftorc Henry to bis royalty/' The pope's mi-' 
DiftVv would gladly have acknowledged Henry 
as king of France, and have oppofed this prince 
to the houfe of Aufiria y but at the fame time 
it fupported, as far as it was able> its ancient 
prctenAqn to diflpofe of kingdoms.. 

Under Paul Vl(Bcirghefe} the old quarrel wa» 
revived about the fecular and ecdefiaftical iurir«» 
difiton, which had formerU coA fo much hlood.. 
The fenate of Venice prohibited any new dona^^ 
dlons to be made to churchesy without the 
concurrence of the ftate^ in particular, the*. 
alienations of landed efbtesin favour of monks*. 
Tc likewife thought it had a right of arrcfting^ 
and trying a- canon of Vicenza, and an abbots 
of Nervele, whahad been ccl|ivi£led of extor-* 
lion and murder^ 

The pope wrote to. the fcpublic^ that the 
Sentence and imprifonment of the two ecde~ 
fiaftics was an injury ofFeied to God's honour^ 
and required that the decree of thfi fenate {boul<l 
be delivered to his nuncio, together with the 
perfons of the two culprits, who could be tried. 
only bv the Roman courts. 

Paul V. who, but a little time before, had 
obliged the republic of Genoa to fubmit on a 

lik« 
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like occafion, thought to meet with the fiime 
pliability in that of Venice. The fexiate fent 
an extraordinary ambaflador to defend its pri« 
vileges. Paul anfwercd the ambaiTador, thac 
jieither the arguments nor the privileges of the 
Venetians were of any^ confcquence, and^a( 
they muft obey. The fenate would not obey. 
Upon which the doge and fcnators were ail 
excommunicated, and the whole a^ ,^^ 
ftate laid under an intcrdia y. that^^is \J!.i^^ 
to fay, the clergy were prohibited^ °"' 

under pain of eternal damnation^, to iay mafs^ 
celebrate divide feryice, adminifier the facra* 
Hients, or give their affiftance in burying the 
dead. This was the manner in which Gregory 
Vll. and his fucceiTors had treated feveral 
emperors, being fure at that time that the pco^ 
pie would rather abandon their emperors than 
their churches ; and depending upon having 
fome potentate ready to invade the dominion^ 
of thofia who. were exconvnunkate4« But th€> 
timos weco 1*0 w changed. . Paul V. by this 
violent procedure, ran the rifk of not being^ 
obeyed, and of urging the Venetians to fhut 
up their churches, . and renounce the Roman 
catholic rdigion. They might eafily have em- 
braced either the Greeks the Lutheran, or the 
Calviniftical faith ; and there was actually a 
motion made tor feparate from the pope's commu - 
aion. But the change could not have been effe^^ed. 
without fome trouble ; of which the king ef Spain 
might have made advantage. The fenate con-« 
tented itfelf with prohibiting the reading of the 
mandate throughout its territories. The chlei 
vicar of the biiho^ric of Padua, when this 
prohibition wfts> figni&ed unto him> made aa^ 

fwcc- 
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fwer to the Podefta, that be would ad as God 
infpired him : but the Podefta replying^ that 
God had inrpired the council of ten to order 
every one to be hanged who fliould dirobey their 
injundiion, the tnterdid was not publiihed in 
any place } and the court of Rome was very 

||lad to let the Venetians continue in the pro- 
efflbn of the catholic religtony in defpite of her 
authority* 

There were only a few of *the religious or* 
ders who obeyed the pope's mandate. The 
Jefuits would not be the nVft to fct the example^ 
and therefore fent a deputation from their bodjr 
to the generalaflembly of the Capuchins, who 
told thofe fathers, that << the eyes of the whole 
unlverfe were fixed upon the Capuchins in this 

treat affair, and waited /or their example to 
now how to zA,** The Capuchins, without 
befitation, (hut up their churches. l*he Jefuits 
and theTheatins did the fame: upon which the 
ienate (hipped them all off* for Rome, and the 
Jefuits in particular were baniflied the ftate for 
ever. 

The king of Spain ftirred up the pope againft 
the Venetians, and Henry IV. declared in their 
favour. The cities of Verona, Padua, Ber« 
gamo, and Brefcia, took up arms ; and the re- 
public raifed four thoufand foldiers in France* 
The pope on his fide ordered four thoufand Cor-* 
ficans and fome catholic Swifs to be raifed. Hiia 
little army was to be commanded by cardinal 
Borehefe. • The Turks gave public thanks to 
God for this mifunderftandina; between the pope 
and the Venetians^ Henry I V. had the honour, 
as I have already mentioned, of being the ar- 
biter in this difference^ and of excluding FliiKp 

ffona 
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torn die mediation. Fsuil V. bad tbetnortifiai^ 
tion of notbeingaUeevento get the accommodar 
tioa concluded stt Rome. Cardisal de Joyeufc, 
who was feat envoy to Venice by the king of 
Fnuice, revdked, in the pope's name, ^ 
die femence of excommunication and ' 

interdiAion. The pope, thus abandosded bf 
Spain, behared with greater moderation, ana 
the Jcfuits continued bani(hed from the republie 
for upwards of fifty years ; till at length they 
were recalled in 1657, at the ioftance of pope 
Alexander VII. but they have never been able 
to re-eflaUifli their credit there. 

Paul V* from that time would never make 
any dedfion which could call his authority in 
quefiipn. He was in vain importuned upoa 
die article of faith, concerning die immaculate 
conception of the holy virgm : he contented 
himielf with forbidding any one to teach the 
contrary in puUic, that he might not give of- 
fence to the Dominicans, who pretend that ihe 
was conceived like others in original fin. ' The 
Dosiinicans were at that time very powerful botb 
in Spain and Italy. 

litis pontiff applied himfelf to the embel* 
lifhment of Rome, and coUeding the beft 
performances in fculpture and painting. Rom^ . 
IS indebted to him for its fineft fountains, par* 
dcularly that which throws its waters out of an 
antique vafe, taken from the baths of Vefpa* 
fian, and that which is called the yfcfua Paola^ 
an ancient work of Auguftus, which Paul V» 
reftored, and caufed water to be brought to it 
by an aquedud thirty-five thoufand paces long^ 
like that of Sixtus V. There feemed to be a 
contefl who ihould leave the moil beaotiful 

monu-* 
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fnohuments behind him in Rome. This 
finifhed the palace of Monte} Cavallo* The 
palace of Borghefe is one of the moft confide** 
rable. Rome became udder each pope the moft 
beautiful city in the world. Urban VIIL built 
the high alur in St. Peter's, the columns and 
t>rnaments of which would every where dto ap* 
pear ftupendous works, but here are only in a 
. juft proportion. It is the mafter-piece of the 
Fjforentine-Bernini*, whofc works are wordiy 
. of being admitted among thofe of his couatry- 
mcnMichtelAiwdo. - 

This Urban VlII; whofc name- was Barbo* 
rino, was a lover of ytlt the arts; and 'was par* 
ticularly fuccefsful in Latin poetEy. The peo* 
pie of Rome during his pontificate enjoyed all 



* John Laurentius Bernini was born at Naples, though of 
« Tufcan family s he excelled in the different arts of paint* 
ing» Icolpturc, architeAare, and mechanics. Pope Gregory 
XV. procured his admitunce as a knight into the order of 
Chrift in Portugal ; and Urban VlII. made him OTerfecr 
pf the e<iifice of St. Peter* s. In this church there are fif* 
teen dtiferent pieces of his workmanship. The principal 
of thefe are the altar-piece and the tabernacle, the chair 
oif St Peter, the tombs of Urban VIII. and Alexander VII. 
the eq^ftrian ftatue of Conllantine, thecolonade* confifting 
pf three hundred and twenty vafl pillars of freeftooe $ and 
having on Its flat roof eighty-fix flatues of faints twice at 
big as the life. He likewife defigned the fountain in the 
fquafo of Navonna, the chorch of St. Andrew of the no* 
viciate of the Jefviti, whxh is efteemed a perfeA soodd ia 
arebiteAure. In the year 1665^ he was invited into France, 
to dcHgn the Louvre, and there he made an excellent boil of 
Henry IV. who rewarded his merit with an ample penlion. 
He afterwards undertook an equeftrian ftatue of that mo* 
lurch, which did not anfwer expeaation, and wet eoiio 
verted into the rq>ref(UUacion of Curtiui leaping into the ' 
jwlph, 

"the 
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.the. fvrcets which talents diffuie through focurtyf 
and the reputation which is annexed to tKem* 
Ufbaii incorporated the d'utchy of Urbino, 
Pefarb9 ^nd Sinigadia, with the ecclefiaftical 
ftate, after the extinction of the houieofRovere, 
which held thefe principalities in fee of the 
holy fee. The dominion of the Roman pon- 
tiffs had received a continual increafe of power 
ever fince the time of Alexander VL Nothing 
now troubled the public tranquility; for hardly 
zny notice was taken of the little war whicn 
this pope Urban, or rather his nephews, made 
upon- Ed ward duke of Parma» for the money 
which that duke owed the apofiolic chambc^ 
for his dutchy of Caftro. This war was but 
fhort, and attended with little bloodfbed, fuch 
as might be expected from thefe new Romans^ 
whofe manners neceflarily were in conformity 
to the fpirit of their government* Cardinal 
Barberino, the author ofthefe troubles, marched 
at the head of his little army, fraught with in- 
dulgencies. The Iharpeft battle which was 
fought was between four and five hundred 
men on each fide* The fortrefs of Piegaiaiur- 
rendered at difcretion as foon as it faw the ar« 
tillery approach; this artillery confliled of two 
culyerins. Neyerthelefs, more negociations were 
required to put an end to thefe tcifling broils^ 
which hardly deferve a place in hiflory, than if 
the conteft had concerned ancient Rome and Car- 
thage. We mention this event only tagi ve an in- 
fight into the genius of modern Rome, who ended 
all afFairs bv negociation, as ancient Rome did 
by conqueft. 

The Romans employed their leifure time in 
ceremonials of religion and precedencies, the 
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arts, antiquities, public buildings, gardens, oiu« 
fie, and aflemblies, while a thirty years war 
ruined Germany, while England waa bathed 
in the blood of its king and its natives, and 
while France was laid wafte by the fucc^« 
ing civil wars : but though Rome itfelf 
was thus happy in its tranquility^ and fa* 
mous by its noble munuments, the people 
were in the main miierable. The money which 
was expended in raifing fo many mafter-pieces ^ 
of archite £lure returned to other nations, by 
its want of trade. 

The popes were obliged to buy of foreigners 
all the corn wanted for the city, which they 
afterwards retailed out to the inhabitants. This 
cuftom continues to this day. There are fome 
ftates who are enriched by luxuiy, and others 
who are impoveriihed by it. The magnifi- 
cence of feme of the cardinals, and the popes 
relations, ferved to make the indigence of the 
lower people more vifible, who, neverthelefs, at 
the fight of fo many beautiful edifices, ieemcd 
to glory amidft their poverty, in being inba* 
bitants of Rome. 

Thofe who travelled to Rome to admire its 
curiofities, were furprifed to find from Orvicto 
to Terractna, which is a tra£i of upwards of 
an hundred milet, only a defert country, defti-* 
tute both of men and cattle. The campagna di 
Rma\% indeed an uninhabitable country, in* 
fefied with filthy marlhes and (landing pools, 
which die ancient Romans had dried up. Rome 
itfelf is fituated on a barren fpot, and on the 
banks of a river which is not navigable* Its 
fituation between feven hills, is rather that of 
a den for wild beafts dian a city; Its firft wars 

were 
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mere the ravages of a peo{dc who had nothing 
to fubfift upon but plunder ; and when the dio 
tator CamiUus had taken Veii» in Umbria, fome 
few leagues from Rome, all the people were 
for quitting their barren foil and their feven 
mountains to tranfplant themfelves to the more 
fertile and plea&nt country of Veii. The en* 
virons of Rome were afterwards made fertile 
only by the money of conquered nations, and the 
labour of an immenfe number of flaves. But 
diis fpot was covered with palaces inftead of 
com. At length it has refumed its former 
ftate, and is again become a defert country. 

The papal fee pofleffed feveral rich territories 
elfewhere, particularly that of Bologna. Burnet, 
bifliop of Salifbury, attributes the mifery of the 
jieople in the beft parts of this country to the 
taxe&and the form of government. He pre- 
tends, wkh almoft all other writers, that an 
derive prince, who reigns only a few years^ 
has neither the power nor the will to form 
thofe ufeful eftablifhments which require time 
to make them advantageous to a ftate. It has 
been found eafier to raUe obeliflcs and build pa- 
laces and temples than to make the nation tra* 
ding and opulent. Rome, thqugh^he .capi«|I 
of the catholic world, was neverthelefs more 
thinly peopled than Venice and Naples, far 
inferior to Paris and London in that refped^ 
and did not come near to Amfterdam in opu- 
lence, or the ufeful arts, which produce riches^ 
.At the end of the feventeenth century it was 
computed that there were no more than one 
hundred and twenty thoufand inhabitants in 
Rome, according to the printed lift of the fa- 
9iilies i aiMl this computation was verified, by 
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^he regifter of births. There were born one 
year with another three thoufand fix hundred 
children ; this number of births, multiplied by 
thirty •four, gives nearly the fum of the inha- 
bitants, which here is found to amount to one 
hundred and twenty-two thoufand four hundred* 
There were about eight tboufand Jews fettled 
in Rome, who were not comprifed in the above 
lifts. Thefe Jews have always lived peaceably 
both at Rome and Leghorn, without ever being 
fubje&ed to thofe cruelties which have, been 
exercifed upon them in Spain and Portugal* 
There was no country in Europe where religion 
iiifptred fo general a mildneft of difpofition as 
in Italy. 

Rome was the centreof arts and politene6 
till the age of Lewis XIV. and this it was that 
determined queen Chriftina of Sweden to fix 
her refidence there : but Italy was loon equal- 
led in more than one branch by France, and 
far excelled in fome others ; England was at 
much fuperiortoher in the fdencea ai inoom^ 
merce. Rome, however, pitferved the reputatiea 
of iu antiquities and fine woilcs, for whidi it bad 
been diftioguiihcd ever fince Ae time of 
pope Jttliiii JL 
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CHAP. CLVI. 

Continuation of the State of Italy in the 
fevcnteenth Century. 

TU S C A N Y, as being an ecclefiaftical 
ftate, enjoyed ever fince the thirteenth cen- 
tury a ftate of peace and tranquility. Florence, 
the rival of Rome, drew as great a concourfe of 
ftrangers, who came to admire the mafterpieces 
of art, both ancient and modern, with which 
Ihe abounded. There were an hundred and 
fixty public ftatues. The only two with which 
Paris was adorned, namely, that of Henry IV. 
and the horfe which bears the ftatue of Lewis 
XIIL were caft at Florence, and were prefents 
made by the grand dukes. 

Tufcany became fo flouriihing by its trade, 
and its fovereigns fo rich, that the grand duke 
Cofmo II. was able to fend twenty thoufand 
men to the affiftance of the duke of Mantua, 
againft the duke of Savoy, in 1613, without 
laying any tax upon his fubieds i an example 
hardly to oe found in the moft powerful nations. 

The city of Venice poffeffed a ftill more fin- 
gular advantage) this was, that iince the four- 
teenth century its internal quiet had not been 
^ifturbed for a fingle moment, the city was 
wholly exempt from any diforder, fedition, or 
alarms. Thofe ftrangers who went to Rome 
and Florence to fee the noble monuments of 
the polite arts in thofe cities, were generally 
fond of makii^g a vifit to Venice, to enjoy iiiS 
freedom and pleafures wbich rdgn there, and 

where 
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where there are fevcral excellent pieces of 

Stinting to amufe the curious, aSt well as at 
ome. The liberal arts were cultivated with 
care, and the magniiicenc (hews attraded 
ftrangers. Rome was the city of ceremdhies, 
Venice the city of diverfions. She had made 
peace with the Turks after the battle of Lepanto, 
and her trade, though fallen pff, was ftill very 
confiderable in the Levant* She was in pofleffion 
of Candia and fevcral other iflands, of Iftria, 
Dalmatia, a part of Albania, and all that fhe 
now has in Italy. 

1618 ^^ ^^ "^'^^ ^^ ^^^ profperities this re- 
pulplic was on the point of being ruined 
by a confpiracy, the like of which had not been 
known fince her firft foundation. The abbot 
of St. Real, who has related this memorable 
event in a ftile worthy of Salluft, has embel- 
liflied his narration with fome romantic inct* 
dents ; but the foundation is undoubtedly true* 
The Venetians had had a fmall war with the 
houfe of Auflria on the coaft of Iftria. The 
Spaniih king, Philip III. who was pofTefled of 
thedutchy of. Milan, was always ttie fecret 
enemyof this republic. The duke ofOfTuna^ 
viceroy of Naples, Don Pedro of Toledo, go- 
vernor of Milan, and the marquis of Bedemar, 
afterwards the cardinal de Cueva, Philip's am- 
baflador at Venice, entered all three into a plot 
for totally deftroying this ftate. The meamres 
were fo extraordinary, and the fcheme ib far 
exceeded probability, that the fenate could not 
poffibly conceive fuipicion. Venice was suarded 
by its Atuation and the lagunes with which it 
was furrounded. The weeds and mud which 
are continually thrown upon 4hefc lagunes by 
3 the 
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tke fea^ prevent veflels from ever entering twice 
fay the fame paflage, fo that it is necenaiy to 
point out a new one almoft every day. 1 he 
repuUic had a fbnnidable fleet on the coaft of 
Iftria, where fhe was carrying on the war 
againft . the archduke of Auftria, Ferdinand, 
who was afterwards the emperor Ferdinand II. 
It feemed impoffible to get entrance into Ve- 
nice, and yet the marquis of Bedemar found 
means to ailemble a body .of ftrangers in the 
city, the one drawn in by another, to the num« 
berof five hundred. Thefe were all engaged 
under different pretences by the principal con« 
iptrators, who fecured their fervices with the 
money ftimiihed by the ambaflador. They 
were to fet fire to the city in feveral places at 
a time. The Milanefe troops were to be 
brought over from the main land, and certain 
mariners who had been gained for that purpole, 
were to pilot a number of barks full of men» 
which the duke of Ofluna had taken care to fend 
in readinefs within a few leagues of the city. 
One of the confpirators, who was a naval of- 
ficer in the republic's fdrvic^, and commanded 
. a iquadron of twelve fail, undertook to burn 
an thefe {hips, and by this extraordinary ftroke 
prevent the reft of the fleet from coming in 
time to fuccour the city. The confpirators 
were all foreigners of difi^erent nations, and 
ftrangers to each other. It was therefore no 
wonder that the plot was difcovered. The pro- 
curator Nani, a fomous hiftoriographer of this 
republic tells us, that the fenate was informed 
of the whole confpiracy by feveral hands ; but does 
not take the leaft notice of the pretended re-' 
morfe with which one of the confpirators, called 
Jaflfer^ is faid to have been feized, on hearing Re- 
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naud, their chief, harangue them for the laft 
time, who painted the horrors of their intended 
enterprize in fuch lively colours, as firuckjaffier 
with difmay, inilead of encouraging him. 
Thefe kind of fpceches are |eneralTy the in- 
ventions of the writers themfelves, and there- 
fore every one who reads hiftory ought to dif- 
truft them. It is neither probable nor in the 
nature of things, that the head of a conlpiracjr 
fhould give hi$ accomplices fo pathetic a de- 
fcription of the horrors they were to encounter, 
^r terrify the .imaginations of thofe whoin he 
ought to embolden. The fenate ordered every 
one of the.confpirators whom they could ap* 
prehend, to be inftancly drowned in the canals 
of the city. They mewed fome refped to 
Bedemar's character of ambaflador, which they 
could not well infringe, and caufed him to be 
privately conveyed out of the city, to favc him 
»from the fury of the populace*. 

Venice, after efcapingfrom this danger, con- 
tinued in a flourifliing condition till the taking 
of the iflands of Gindia. This republic fu^ 
tained a war alone againft the Turkiih em- 
peror for near thirty years, that is to fay, from 
1641 to x669. The fiege of Candia was the 
longeft and mod memorable that we find men- 
tioned in hiftory ; it lafted near twenty years ; 
ipmetimc; turned into blockade, fometimes'lefs 
•vigorous, and in a manner given over ^ then 
renewed again at different times. At length 
it was carried on in form for two years and an 
half without remiffion, till at laft this heap of 

• TbU if the incidtAt on whicb'Otway fovodcd hit tnu 
f Hy of Venice Preferred. 

aflies. 
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aflieS) together with all the reft of the ifland, 
was furrendered to the Turks, in 1669. 
' How flowly, and with what difficulty is hu* ' 
man nature civilized, and fociety improved ! * 

The Venetians, who dwelt almoft at the gates of 1 

Italy, where all the arts were held in the higheft ; 

eftimation, were a people almoft as unpoliftied | 

as thofe of the north at that time. Iftria, Cro- | 

atia^ and Dalmatia, were in a manner barbarous, . 

and yet this was the very Dalmatia, which \ 

under the Roman empire was (b fruitful and 
agreeable a country; the delicious fpot which | 

Dioclefian chofe for his retreat, at a time when 
neither the city or name of Venice exifted. Such 
is the viciffitude of human things. The Mor- 
lacks were the moft favage people upon earth* 
In like manner Sardinia andX^orfica had not ' 
the leaft tinfture of the manners or improved 
genius for which the Italians were fo diilin* 

Siifhed. It was with Italy as with ancient 
reece, who in the height of her politcnefs 
and glory had favage nations inhabiting on her 
borders. 

O F M A L T A. 

TH £ knights of Malta maintained them- 
felves in this ifland, which had been given 
them by the emperor Charles V. after that they 
had been driven out of Rhodes by fultan So- 
lyman in 1 523. At that time the grand matter 
of the order, Villiers de I'lfle-Adam, with his 
knights and the few Rhodians who were at- 
tached to them, were wanderers from city to 
city, at Meffina, Gallipoli, at Rome, .and at 
Vitcrbo. L'lfle-Adam made. a journey to Ma- 
Vol. VI. D diid. 
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drid, to iiiiplore the af&ftante of duties V. 
From thence he travelled into France and Eng- 
land, endeavouring to collect together the fcat- 
tered remains of his order, whlcfi^was thQught 
to be entirely ruined. Charley V. made thefe 
knights a prefent of the iflan^ of Malta in.i525>. 
together with /Fripoli ; but Tripoli was foon 
taken from the;n again by Solyman's sulnuials. 
Malta was only a barren rock. The foil, 
feemed to have been made fruitful formerly by 
great labour, when the Carthaginians were in 
pofieflion of this ifland ', for the new pofTeilbrs 
found the ruins of feveral columns and grand 
buildings of marble, with infcriptions in the 
Punic language. Thefe remains of grandeur 
were proofs that it had once been a flourifhing 
country. The Romans did not think it un- 
worthy of their notice when they took it from 
the Carthaginians. The Moors became matters 
of it in the ninth century, and Roger the Nor- 
man, count of Sicily, annexed it to that ifland 
towards the end of the twelfth century. When 
Villiers L'Ifle-Adam removed the feat of his 
order to this ifland, the aforementioned fultan 
Solyman, enraged to feehisfhips ftill expofed to 
the attacks of thofe enemies whom he thought 
he had rooted out, refolved to make the con- 
quefl; of Malta, as he had done that of Rhodes, 
and fent an army of thirty thoufand men to lay 
fiege to this fmall place, which was defended 
^ only by feven hundred knights, and about 
'5"S eight thoufand foreign foldiers. John 
de la Vaiette, then grand ipafter, who was 
fevcnty-one yejirs old, fuflained a flege of four 
Biontltf. 

The 
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The Turks affaulted the town in fevcral 
places at once ; but were always repulfed by a 
machine of a new invention, formed of great 
wooden hoops, covered with woollen cloths, 
dipt in fpirits of wine, oil, falt-petre, and gun- 
powder ; thefe hoops were fet on fire, and 
thrown all flaming into the midft of the af- 
failants. At length a reinforcement of fix thou* 
fand men being fent from Sicily to their aflift* 
ance, the Turks were obliged to raife the 
dege. The principal town of Malta, which 
bad withftood the mofl afTauIts, was called the 
vi^orious town^ which name it flill preferves. 
The * grand mafbr de la Valette ordered a 
new citadel to be built, which is, after him, 
called La Valette, and has made Malta impreg- 
nable. 

This fmall ifland has ever fmce l^id defiance 
to all the Ottoman force ; but the order hath 
never been rich enough to attempt great con- 
quefls, or fit out numerous fleets. This con* 
vent of warriors fubfifls chiefly upon the rents 
of thofe benefices it poflefTes vsk the catholic 
ftates, and hath not been able to do near the 
fame hurt to the Turks, that the Algcrinc cor- 
lairs have to the Chriftianst * 
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CHAP. CLVIL 
Of Holland in the (eventecntb Century. 

HOLLAND is fo much the more de- 
serving of our attention, as it is entirely 
a new kind of ftate, which hath become power«« 
ful without pofleiling hardly any territories, 
rich, without having a revenue fufScient to 
maintain the twentieth part of its inhabitants, 
and confiderable in Europe by its labours at the 
farther end of Afla. 
You have feen this republic recognized as a 
g free and fovcreign ftate by its former 
9 mafier the king of Spain, after having 
purchafed its liberty by a forty years war. La- 
bour and fobriety were the principal guardians 
of this liberty. It is faid, that as the rharquis of 
Spinola and the prefident Riehardot, were eo- 
ing to the'Hague in f 608, to negoctate the ftrfl 
truce with the Hollanders, they faw on their 
way eight or ten perfons come on (bore out of 
a boat, who, fitting down on the grafs, nadea 
plentiful meal upon bread, butter, cheefe^and 
A draught of beer, c«ch of them carrying bis 
own provifion with him. The Spanifh ambafla- 
dors fkflcing a countryman who thefe travellers 
were, the countryman anfwered, ** They aie 
the deputies of our fovereign lords and maftere, 
the ftatcs." Upon which the ambafladors cried 
out, " Thefe people are never to be conquered; 
we muft make peace with them." This is 
nearlv the fame thin^ as is faid to have hap- 
pened between the king of Perfia's ambafla- 

5 dors 
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dors and thofe of the Lacedemonians. 7 he 
(ame manners might have produced a repetition 
oF the fame adventure. At that time the in* 
dividuals of thefe provinces were poor, and the 
fhite rich ; whereas, of late times, the inhabi- 
tants are become wealthy, and the ftate poor. 
The reafon is, that then the iirfl fruits of com- 
merce were fet apart for the defence of the 
community. . 

The Dutch were not then in pofleffion either 
of the Cape of Good Hope, which they took 
from the Portuguefe in 1653, of Cochin and its 
dependencies, nor of Molucca. Thiey had no 
dire£t trade to China, and that of Japan, of 
which they are now the mailers, was prohibited 
them till the year 1609, by the Portuguefe, or 
rather by the Spaniards, who were ftill mafters 
cf Portugal. But they had already made the 
conqueft of the Molucca iilands, and had^begun 
to form fettleme;nts in Java; and their £aft 
India company had more than doubled its ca- 
pital from the year 1602, to 1609. The Siamefe 
had already in 1608, paid the fame honours to 
thefe trading people by their ambai&dors', as 
they did afterwards to Lev/is XIV. Ambaf* 
iadors alfo arrived at the Hague from Japan, in 
1609, to fettle a treaty of commerce. The em- 
peror of Fez and Morocco fent to defire of them 
. a fupply of men and (hips. In the fpace of 
forty years they made a furpriiing addition to 
their reputation by commerce and war. 

.The mildnefs of this government, and the 
toleration of all kinds of worfhtp, which might 
be dangerous perhaps, but was neverthelefs ne- 
ceiTary, peopled Holland with a croud of fo- 
reigners, efpccially Walloons, who were per- 
D 3 fecuted 
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fecutcd by the inquifition In their own country, 
and who from flaves that they were at home^ 
became free citizens in this nation. 

1 he Calviniftical religion,. which was the 
reigning one in Holland, was another means of 
encreafing its power.. This country, at that 
time (o poor, could neither have furnilhed 
wherewithal to fupport the magnificence of 
prelates, nor to maintain religious ordefs $ and 
a* land which wanted men to defend it, could 
ill afford to harbour thofe who eneage them- 
fclves by oath to fufFer as far as in diem lies alt- 
the human fpecies to perifli. They had the 
example of England before them, which was be<* 
come a third part more populous, fmce the clergy. 
had been permitted to enjoy die comforts of 
matrimony ; and that. the hopes of whole fa- 
milies were no longer buried within the barren 
confines of a cloifter. 

Amfterdam, not^ithftanding the inconveni* 
encics of its harbour, became the magazine of 
the world. All Holland was embellimed and 
enriched by immenfc works. The waters of 
the ocean were confined by double dykes* 
Vail: canals were cut through all the towns 
in beds of ftone, and the ftreets formed 
large qua^s, ornamented with rows of tall* 
trees. The boats unloaded their merchan- 
dize at the doors. of the inhabitants; and 
ftraneers arc never weary of admiring the 
finguTar . medley formed by the roo» mf 
houfcs, the branches gf trees, and the 
ftreamers of ihipping, which at one tiroe^ 
and in the fame place, prefent a view of the 
fea, the town, and the country. 
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But fo ftrangely is evil blended with good, 
and fo apt are men to wander wide of their firft 
principks, that this republic was on the point 
of deftroying with her own hands that liberty 

« for which ihe had fo long and bravely fought ; 
and perfecutlon carried bloodflied - among a 
people, whofe happinefs and laws were foundt d 
on toleration. Two Calviniftical teachers did 
that which fo many other teachers have done. 
Gdmar and Arniinius difputed in Leyden with 
the^itmoft fury on points which neither of them 
underftood, and by their difagreement fowed 
diileniioh among the United Provinces. This 

. difpute refenvbled in feveral points that between 
tht Thbmifts and Scotifts, the Janfenifts and 
Moliruft«, about predeftination, grace, free- 
fH)l, ^n4i other dark and idle queftions, where 

*tlfe psffties themfelves can hardly define the 
thisgs about Which they drfpute. The leifure 
4tt«d ifia^oli which followed upon the con- 

>dUiion of the truces, gave the ignorant people aa 

• unhfippy oppdrtunky of filling their heads with 
thefe diQ)Ut'es ; and, at length, from a fchotaftic 

•<ron'tro^rfy5 'two parties were formed in the 
^tt. 

Maur'te, prince of Orange, was at the 
head of the Gomarians i and the penfionary, 
Barnevek, fided with the Armihians. Dfu 
Mau^ieir fays^ that he was told by his father the 
'dmbaljador) that Maurice having folicited the 
penfionary for his concurrence in conferring ant - 
flbfolute authority on theiftadtholder, that fcea- 
k>us t^pttblidui anfwered him only by fetti^ng 
•fcrth the danger and injuflice of fuch a proje£b, 
l&id that from that inftant Barnevelt's ruin was 

f^foigf^A M^tu It is an acknowledged truth 
D 4 that 
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that the ftadtholder had in view to enlarge his 
own authority by means of the Gooiarkns, and 
that Barnevelt on the other fide endeavoared to 
curb it by the Anninians ; that feveral cities 
raifed foldiers, who were called attendants, 
becaufe they waited for their orders from the 
magiftracy, and would not take them from the 
ftadtholder ; that there were feveral feditions 
attended with bloodihed in many of the towns; 
and laftly, that prince Maurice fet no bounds 
to his perfecution of thofe who refifted his 
authority. 

r n At length he ordered a Calviniftical 
^ council^ to be aflembled at Dordrecht, 
compofcd of deputies from all the reformed 
churches in Europe, excepting that of FrancCt 
whofe fovereign would not permit it to fend 
deputies. The fathers of this fynod, who had 
exclaimed, fo vehemently againft the rigour 
of the fathers of feveral other councils, and 
even difpated their authority, condemned the 
Arians in the fame manner as they themfelvca 
had been condemned by the council of Trent. 
Upwards of an hundred Arian minifters were 
bfaniflied the republic's territories. Prince 
Maurice chofe twenty-iix commiffioners from 
the body of the nobility and magiftracy to try 
the grand penfionary Barnevelt, the famous 
Grotius, and others of their party. They were 
kept fix months in prifon, before they wese 
brought to their trials. 

One of the principal motives of the firfl re- 
volt of the feven provinces and the princes of 
Orange againft Spain was, that the duke of Alva 
had fuftered feveral perfons to languifli in coo- 
fineroent without bringing them to trial, and 

after- 
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afterwards caufed them to be condemned by 
commiffioners. The fame oppreffions which 
had been complained of under the Spanifh mo- 
narchy, were now revived in the very bofom 
of liberty. Barnevelt was beheaded • at the 
Hague, and fufFered more unjuftly than , 
even the counts of Egmont and Home, ^.9 
at Bruflels. He was a venerable old man of 
feventy, who had ferved his country for up- 
wards of fifty years in the cabinet, with as much 
faccefs as Maurice and his brothers had done 
in the field. He was fentenced for ** haviDs 

• John Olden Barmvelt, advocate- general and penHoner 
of tlie Hates of Holland, was a venerable patriot, who bad 
rendered the moft important (er vices to his country } and 
in particular effcded the truce for twelve years, between 
the archduke and' the ilates-generaf, commencing in 1609. . 
This was the real fontce of that refentment alter\vai(f« 
manifefted againd him by Maurice piince of Oiange, who 
fought the gratification of his ambition in his endc^vuuia 
to protra£l the war, wlien the people of HuUand wcie 
d'.vided by the difpute upon prededination^ ^hich had 
arifcn between Arminius and Gomar, two proteAant mi- 
sifters belonging to the republic. Barnevelt declared tor 
the difciples of the former, chiefly becaufe all they afwed 
was a toleration \ whereas the Gcmaiians would not grant 
th^m that indulgence. The prince of Orange was at ti.e 
bead of thefe lail, who carried their point in the fynod of 
Dordrecht, where the Arminians were condemned. Bar'- 
nevelt was beheaded at the age of 72, on pretence of ha v. 
ing harboured a defign of betraying his eonntry to the Spa<' 
niards } a defign which he conftantly denied with his Utl 
breath ; a deiign of which no proof was adduced ; a de- 
fign diametricall/'oppofite to the whole tenour of his 
former condu^l. His death was publicly regretted by tl e 
princefs of Orange, who did'not fcrupleto declare tl.at 
prince Maurice and the whole family of Naflau ought to 
have honoured Barnevelt as their father, -on accourt of mb 
great fer vices he had done their hou.'s. 

D 5 o>ni 
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done his utmoft to aggrieve God's church.*^ 
(Jrotiusf, who was afterwards ambaflador from 
Sweden to France, and ftill more illuftriousby 
his writings than his cmbafly, was condemned 
to perpetual imprifonment, from whence his 
wife bv great refolution and good fortune de- 
llverca him. This aft of oppreffion cave birth 
to confpiracies, which brought on frefli punifli- 
ments. One of Barncvelt's fons refolvcd ta 
revenge his father's death upon Maurice. The 
plot was difcovered, and his accomplices^ the 
principal of whom was an Arminian mintfter, 

161 ^^^^ *'^ P"' ^° death by the hands of 
3 the public executioner, Barnevelt's foa 
had the good fortune to cfcapc while they were 
bufied in apprehending the reft of the conrpi- 
rators : but his younger brother loft his head. 
only for having been privy to the confpiracy. 
De Thou fufFered death in France for the very 
fame caufe. The condemnation of youn^ 
Barnevelt was much more cruel ; it was indeed 
the height of injuflice to put him to death, be« 
caufe he would not turn informer againft his 

t Thif wsf the celebrated Hugo Orotioe, advocatc-g** 
neral of Holland, fyndic of Rotterdam* and the f»(l frieod 
of Barnevcldr. Being confined in the caftJe of Looveo- 
fUin, bit wife obtained peraiimon fo fopply Mm with fons 
cloathf , which (he conveyed to him in a great cbaft. In 
tbis he was Inclofed and carried out of the caAlo withenc 
fufpicion. He retired to France, where he received a pen- 
flon from Lewie XIII. and afterward! engaged in tbe fer- 
vjce of ChriAina, queen of Sweden. 4le left a great naany 
works both in verfe and profe. Among hie wriclnge that 
Are moft efteemed, we nambcr bis Mart ii6*rum, in anfwer 
CO Uie Mart t'aujum of Selden \ Dt Jurt Belii st Patis UM 
Mi } dt SHiifuitaft rtipubUca Bstaviea } dt $mptri9 ftmrnMnm 
fttftaiitm €ir€s[sfra j tt amia/a bifitrUa dt rtku Btlgidt. 

§ own 
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own brother. Had thefe times of cruelties and 
horror lafted, the free Hollanders would have 
been much more miferable than their enflaved 
anceftors, under the duke of Alva. 

Amfterdam, though full of Gomarians^always^ 
favoured the Arminians, and adopted the plan 
-of toleration* The ambition and cruelty of 
prince Maurice left a deep wound in the hearts . 
^f the Dutch ; and the remembrance of Bar- 
nevelt's death did not a little contribute to* 
wards their excluding from the ftadtholder- 
fliip the young prince of Orange, William III. 
who was afterwards king of England. He was 
only an infant in his cradle when the grand 
penfionary De Wit ftipulated, in the treaty of 
peace which theftates general made with Crom- 
well in 1653, that there fhould be no ftadtholder 
for the future in Holland. Cromwell ftill con- 
tjnued to perfecute Charles I. in this his infant 
grandfon, and the grand penfionary, De Wit, re- 
venged the blood of a penfionary. This pro- 
ceeding of De Wit's proved in the end the caufe 
of his own fatal end, and that of his br6ther : 
but thefe were almoft the only bloody cataftro- 
phes occafioned in Holland by the ftruggle be- 
tween liberty and ambition. 

Notwithftanding thefe diflurbances at home,i 
Ae £aft India company built Batavia in 161 8>* 
in fpiteof the oppofition they met with from 
.the kings of the country, and the£ngli(h, who 
eame to attack their new fettlement. Holland^ . 
which is itfelf a marfhy and barren country in 
many parts, formed a new kingdom within 
five degrees of the line, and in the moft fertile 
fpot in the globe, where the fields are covered 
wkh rice, pepper, cinnamon, and vines, that 
D 6 bear 



6o Of H O L L A N r>. 

bear twice a-year. It has fince made h(t\f 
mafter of Bantam, in the fame ifland, after driv^ 
ing the En^lifh from thence. This company 
aione has eight great governments in the Eaft 
Indies, including the Cape of Good Hope, 
(though rt h properly the fartheft point of 
Afri/ca) an important place which they took 
from the Portugucfe in the year 1633. 

While the Dutch were thus forming iettle^ 
ments at the extremities of the Eaft, they be^an 
to extend their conquefts weftward in America, 
after the expiration of the twelve years truce they 
bad made with Spain. The Weft India com* 
pany poflefled itfelf of almoft all the Brazils 
between the years 1623 and 1636; It is ama- 
zing to fee,, in the regifters of this company, 
that in fo ftiort a fpace of time it fitted out 
eight hundred failoffbips, partly men of war 
and partly merchantmen, and took five hundred 
and forty-five veficls from, the Spaniards. This 
ccnnp^ny was at that time much fuperior to the 
£jft India one ; but afterwards when Portugal 
hud thrown off the Spanl/h yoke,, that nation 
defended its poftcflions better than the Dutch^ 
and recovered the Brazils from them, wbere.it 
found anew fource of rich?3. 
, g The m<5ft profitable of all the Dutch 
expeditions was that of their admiral 
Peter Hcin, who took the whole fleet of Spaniih 
galleons, returning home from the Havannab, 
and by that one cruife brought back upwards 
ef twenty milUont te his country* The trea- 
fares of the new world, which had been con- 
quered by tbe Spaniards, ferved to ftrengtben 
the hands of their old fubjeds againft them, 
who were now become their moft formidable 
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enemies.' The republic carried oi> this war 
during eighty years, Hf we except the twelve 

J ears truce) in the Ketherlands, in the Eaft 
ndies, and in the new world, and was fu£- 
ciently powerful to fecure an advantageous 
peaceto herfelf at Munfterin 1647, independent 
of France, her ally and old proteftor, without 
whom flie had promifed to make no treaty. 
Soon afterwards, viz. in 1652 and the following 
vcars, fhe ventured to break with her allies the 

> i}ngli(h : flie bad as powerful a fleet, and her 
admiral, Tromp, difputed the fovereignty of the 
iea with the famous admiral Blake, till he was^ 
flain in an engagement. She afterwards fent 

./uccours to the king of Denmark, when befieged 
in his capital of Copenhagen by Charles X* 
of Sweden, Her fleet, commanded by admiral 
OpJam, beat the Swedifli fleet, and delivered 
Copenhagen. She declared war againft the 
Englifii, to whom ihe was always a . rival in 
trade, iirthe reign cf Charles il. as (he had 
formerly done with Cromwell, though wkh 
far greater fuccefs. In 1668, (he became the 
arbiter of crowned heads, and obliged Lewis 

•XIV. to make peace with Spain* This fame 
republic, who had been hitherto fo cla(ely con- 
neded with France, has from. that time to the 
end of the feventeenth- century fup ported Spain 
againft France. She h«s a long time been one 
of the principal parties in the afi^airs of Europe. 
She has fallen and rofe again ; and at laft, though 
confiderably weakened, (he fubfifts wholly by 
her trade, which was her &rft foundation, with- 
out having made any conquefts in Europe, 
excepting that of Maeftricht, a very fmall* and 
bad country, which only ferves as a deftnce to 

her 
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her fronticri : fhc hai not enlarged her domi- 
nioni fince the peace of Munfter, in which re* 
tpci^ (he more nearly refembles the ancient re- 
public of Tyre, whofc power lay folcly in iti 
' trade, than that of Carthage, who had fuch nu- 
merous poflcflions in America j or Venice?, wha 
had too great an extent of territories on the 
main land. 

CHAP. CLVIIL 

Of DV^MARKf SWKOKK, And PoLitlCD, in 

the feventeench Century. 

YO U have not fern Denmark entering in- 
to the fyftem of Kurope in the fixteenth 
century. Nothing memorable had happened 
to draw the eyei of other nationi on it, fince 
the depoAtion of the tyrant Chriftian II, This 
kingdom, which Ji compofed of Denmark and 
Norway, wa« a long time governed nearly in 
the fame manner as that of Poland : it wai an 
aridocracy, of which an elediive king wai prc- 
Mcnt, I'hts wai the ancient form of govern- 
ment in almod oil Europe. But in trie year 
1660 *, the aflembfy of the eftatei oonfcrred the 

hereditary 

• ll It fMrprlAfiK th«t our Author (hould <lwfU ro llttW 
•a in ev0nc whuh Aiind« Ongl* in thf rteordi of MHoiy, 
Ai ibfl end oT • w«r whleh h«d d«lbtor«(l (hf covmry, 0m 
•AiiM w«r0 •(fttmliltd to dtlibcriu upwi ih« prtfMic cmi* 
4\Uun 0I iht kmK»iom, and conirivt muM for n\(Ukm mo» 
My t« H^y lh« iiuny «nd wp»ir (lif tnu Thp oobM piw- 

poM< 
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fccrcditarjr right of fucccffion, and abfolute 
fovereign povrer, on king Frederic HI. Den- 
mark then became the only kingdom in the 
world where the people had eftabliflied arbitrary 
power by their own folemn z&. Norway^ 



pofed a tax upon the confumption of different (pecicB, ander 
liicb provifos and" reftriAions, that they themfelves muAr- 
bave been, in a great meafure, exempted from the burden, 
which would have fallen chieily upon the inhabiunts of 
cities and towns. The clergy, as the third eiltte^ exafpe* 
mted at this fcheme, propofed in their turn, that the fiefs 
of the crown, which the nobleife enjoyed upon very eafy 
terms, ihould be farmed to the bed bidders, A violent dif- 
pute enfued, and the two parties were greatly irriuted. 
againft each other* Swan, bi(hop of Seelund, and Nanfen» 
burgomailer of Copenhagen,, were- the perfont who pre- 
vailed upon the clergy and the third eftate, to fubfcrihe ». 
declaration, that the crown ihould be rendered hereditaiy 
in the prefent royal family. This they tranfmitted to the 
nobieiTe for thetr concurrence. The nobles wanted to treat 
with the king, that he (hould be fadsfied with the fuccef- 
iion eftabliflied in the male line of his family 3 a propofal 
which he reje^d. The other two orders, finding the no- 
bleflTe averfe to their defign, waited in a body on the king 
with this deed, which rendered the crown hereditary in his 
hoafe s he thanked them for their good will, but declared 
lie could not accept the offer without the cohcarrence 6f 
the nobility, who now endeavoured to break up the diet 
und retire from the city. The gates were immediately (hut^ 
and in two days they complied. The capitulation that li- 
mited the royal authority was rellored to the king, and 
•U the three orders took the oath of allegiance anew. The<b 
tranfadioBS happened in the month of OAobcr ; and on 
the tenth day of January, each order, fepanitely, deli vet ed 
to the king an authentic a^, by which they rendered the 
crown hereditary to his heirs whatfoever, either male or 
female ; conferred upon him abfohite power, not only in 
governing -the Hate, but alfo in regulating «be fncceflion and 
regency. Thefe three inilmments, figned and fealed by all 
the members of tbtdiet, are preferved in the archives of 
tbe kiogdonw 

though 
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though a country fix hundred leagues in lengthy 
made no addition of power to the ftate ; a ter- 
ritory of barren roclcs could not be much peo* 
pled. The iflands which compofe Denmark 
are more fertile } but they had not then drawn 
the fame advantaees from them as they have 
fmce. It was little imagined at that time that 
the Danes would have an Eaft-India company, 
and a fettlcment at Tranquebar i or that their 
king would be able to maintain a fleet of thirty 
men of war, and an army of five thoufand men. 
Governments, like men, are long in forming-. 
The fptrit of trade, induftry, and oeconomy^ 
is communicating from one to another. I 
ihall not here fpeak of the wars in which. Den** 
mark was fo frequently engaged with its neigh* 
hours the Swedes : they have left few memora* 
ble traces behind them > an'd you will be better 
pleafed to remark the manners and form of 
governments, than to enter into a detail of 
murders, which have produced no events wor- 
thy the attention of pofterity. 

The kings of Sweden were not defpotic more 
than thofe of Denmark, in the futeenth and Cc- 
venteenth centuries* The four eftates,compofed 
of one thoufand gentlemen, one hundred cler- 
gy, one hundred and fifty burghers, and about 
two hundred and fifty peafants, made all the 
laws of the kingdom. They were not ac- 
quainted here, any more than in Denmark, or 
the reft of the northern kingdoms, with the 
titles of marquis, count, and baron^ fo com- 
mon in the other European lutions. Kinz 
Eric, fon to Guftavu* Vafa, wa» the firft 
who introduced thenr into Sweden, in the 
year i56i. This Eric, however, was far from 

bcin^ 
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being an abfolute monarch ; and he left the 
world an example of the misfortunes which 
may attend the defire of being defpotic, with- 
out Ae power of being fo. The (on of the de- 
liverer of Sweden was accufedof divers crimes 
befoFe the afTembly o^ the ftates, and r 
uiianimouflydepofed,asChnftianII. had '^ ^ 
been in Denmark. He was fentenced to per- 
. pettial iroprifonment, and his crown given to 
his brother John. 

As your principal defign in this multitude of 
events is to dire£t your attention to thofe which 
depend on the manners and fptrit of the timest 
it will be necefiary to underftand, that king 
John, who was a catholic, fearing that the par- 
ttzans of the late king fhould refcue him from 
his confinement, and replace him on the throne, 
openly fent him poifon, in the fame manner as 
the fiutan fends the bow-ftring, and ordered 
him to be folemnly interred with his face un- 
covered, that no perfon might be ignorant of 
his death, and that no one fhould afterwards 
make uie of his name to fet up a new title to 
the throne. 

The Jeliut Poflevinus, who was fent g 
by pope Gregory XIII. into Sweden, ^ 
and iill the North in quality of nuncio, iq- 
fli^d as a penance on king John for this mur- 
der, to eat only one meal on Wednefdays ; a 
penance which was turned into ridicule, but 
ferves to (hew that (brae expiation was hecef- 
iary. King Eric had been puniihed much mor^ 
rigoroufly for his crimes. 
' Neither king John nor the nuncio Pofievinus 
could fucceed in eftablifhing the catholic reli- 
gion in Sweden. John^ who was not pleafed 

with 
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ivith Lutheranifm, endeavoured to introduce 
the Greek communion, but with no better fuc- 
cefs. This prince had fomc tinfture of learn- 
ing, and was almofttheonlyperfoninhisking- 
♦dom Who meddled with controvcrfy. There was 
an univerfity at Upfal ; but it was reduced only 
to two or three profeflbrs, without any ftu- 
"dents. The nation was unacquainted with any 
thing but arms ; and yet it had made Httle or 
no progrcfs in the military art. They had not 
began to ufe artillery till the time of Guftavus 
Vafa ; the other arts were fo wholly unknown 
among them, that when king Tohn fell ill in 
1592, he died before they could find a phyfi- 
xian; contrary to all other kings, who arc fre- 
'qucntly furroundcd with too mahy. There 
'Was not then cither a phyfician or furgcoti 
•in all Sweden ; onlv a few grocers who fold 
'medicinal drugs, wnlch they a^miniftrcd atha- 
*2ard. This was the cuftom through almoft all 
the North. Mankind weue fo far from being 
tncpokd in that country to anabufe of the arts» 
Hhat they did not even know hoW to proctu^ 
themfelves the neceflarv ones. 

Ncvcrthelcfs, Sweden might at that time 
kavc became very powerful. Sigifinund, fort 
of this king'Jonn, had been cledcd kmgof 
Poland, eight years before the death of his fa- 
rther. The Swedes then got poflcflion of Fin- 
1600 '*"^ *^ Efthoma. Sigifmund, now king 
® of Sweden and Poland, might have con- 
-quercd all Mufcovy, which was at that time in 
no pofture of defence ; but Sigifmund was a ca- 
tholic, and his Swedifii fulje&s Lutherans, fo 
that he mad^ no cbnquefts ; and at length loft 
tho ciown of Swcdciib The fame eftattcs who 

. had 
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ftad depofed his uncle Eric, depoffed him aUb ;. 
and declared another of his uncles king in his 
ftead : this wa9 Charles IX. father to the ^ 
great Guftavus Adolphus. All thefe ^* 
events did not happen without commotions^ 
wars, and confpira*cies, which ever attend fuch 
changes* Charles IX. was regarded only as 
an ufurper by the princes who were allies to Si- 
gifinund ; but the Swedes confidered him as their 
lawful fovereign. 

Guftavus Adolphus, his fon,. fucceed- fgrj 
ed him without any obftacle, when he 
was not full eighteen years of age ; which is 
the time limited for the majority of the 'kings 
of Sweden «nd D^limaric, as well as that of 
the princes of the empire. The Swedes were 
&dt then in pofieffion of Scainia, one of the 
fineft of dieir provinces, k having been ceded 
to the -Danes ever iince the fourteenth century ; 
£> that ^e kingdom ^f Sweden was almoft air- 
ways tile '&eatre of atl the wars between the 
Swedes and Danes. The firft thii^ which 
Guftavus Adolphus did was to make an incur'* 
fion into Scania, but he could never recover it. 
His firfl wars proved very unfucccfsful, and he 
was obliged to make peace with Denmark. 
But fo great was his inclination to war, ^ 
that he marched to.attack the Mufcovites ^ 
beyond Narva, as foon as he was free of the 
Danes. He afterwards fell upon Livo- j^^o 
nia,. which belonged to the Poles, and 
attacking his counn Si»fmund every where, he 
penetrated into Livonia. The emperor, Fer- 
dinand n. ^who was Sigifmund's ally, and 
feared the rtfing power of young Guftavus, 
Sent a body of troops againft him. By this we 

may 
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may judge, that the French mtniftry had no 
ereat difficulty in perfuading Guftavjui to invade 
Germany *. This warrior king made a truce 
with Sigifmund and the Polei $ durine which 
he kept his conquefts. You know now he 
ihook the throne of Ferdinand IL and how he 
died in the flower of his age, and in the midft 
of his vi^ries f. 
g His daughter, Chriftina, no left fa* 

^ ^ mous than himfelf, after a rei^n at gIo« 
rious as that of her father, after havms foushc 
battles and prefided in the treaty of Weftpna* 
lia, which refiored peace to Germany, to the 
amazement of all Europe, abdicated her crowa 
at the age of twenty-fcven. PuflFendorff fays, 
that (he was obliged to refign the government > 
but at the fame time he owns, that when that 
princeff communicated her relblution for the 
firft time to the fenate, in 1651, the fenators, 
with tears in their eyes, intreated her not to 
leave the kingdom : that nevertheleft, (be per- 
fifted in her contempt of the throne, and hav- 
Mav 21 ^"? aflTemblcd the eftates, (he quit* 
I * ted Sweden, deaf to the prayers 
^^' and intreaties of her fubjeda. She 
had never appeared incapable of fupportine the 
weight of a crown, but (be was fond of the 
polite arts. Had (he been a queen in Italy, 
ibe would never have abdicated. This is the 
sreateft example we have of the real fuperiority 
of the artSi of politenefii, and of focial per- 
fe^on, over mere nominal greatnefs* 



• VpI. V, Cbsp. cxlviii. t IbAd, 
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Her cotifin, Charles X. duke of .Deiix- 
Ponts, was diofen her fucceflbr by the cftates. 
This prince was wholly devoted tor war. He 
marched into Poland, and conqueredit with the 
Jame rapidity as we hav&fince ^een his grand- 
ion, Charles XII. fubdueit ; ^and he loft it in 
the fame •manner. The SDanes, who were 
then the • /defenders ««of Poland, as being 
conftant ..enemies ./to -the .Swedes, fell upon 
Sweden ; but.. Charles X. though driven out 
of. Poland, marched over the fea upon the Ice^ 
from jfland to ifland, and appeared before Co- 
penhagen. This prodigious undertaking brought 
^bo'jiba peaccj by which Scania was rcftored to 
..£weden,:after having been kept from it for above 
, three centuries. 

His fon, Charles XI. was the firft abfolute 
king of Sweden, and his grandfon, Charles 
XIL was the laft. I fliall here obferve only 
one thing, which fhews how much the fpirit 
of government has changed in the North, and 
bow long a time it required to bring about this 
change. It was not till after the death of 
Charles XII. that the Swedes, who had hitherto 
been wholly devoted to arms, addicted them- 
felves to agriculture and commerce, fo far as an 
ungrateful foil and the mediocrity of their riches 
would permit them. They have (ince had an 
Eaft-Ihdia con)pany; and their fteel, which they 
formerly ufed^ only for fighting, has fmce been 
tranfported in their fliips from the port of Got- 
tenburgh to the fouthern provinces of Mogul- 
ftan and China. 

Poland was the only country in the world, 
which, joining the name of republic with that of 
Bionarcny, always cbofe a foreigner for their 

king. 
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king ^9 as the Venetians do for the gene*- 
rai of their army. It. is Itlcewife the only 
kingdom which has not been aAuated by the 
fpint of conqueft, being wholly occupied in 
defending its frontiers ajjainft the incurliont 
of the Turks and Mufcovitea. 

The catholic and proceftant fadions, Wbicll 
bad difturbed fo many ftates, at length made 
cheic way into this nation. The proteAants 
were in lo much credit, as to procure an tdiCt^ 



• Our author faroly cuinot mtan that Poland wai d» 
v?ayi governed by a foreign prtnce» inafmiich at king Sta- 
fiiflaua, ftill alivei John Sobieflci, Michael Koribat, WiueC* 
nowiflci, John Cafimir^ and many other princes who reign* 
ed in that kingdom, were natires of Poland. The crows 
ii indeed ele^ive, and tho king at hit eleOion it obliged to 
promife upon oath, that he will inviolably obfervo ih$ 
fatia corwettta, or capitulation tendered to him by order oC 
the fenate and nobility. The principal articlet of this 
agreement are thefet *< That the king fhall not appoint hit 
facce(1br i that ho fliall leave to the republic the right of 
coining money : that he iball not declare war againii nay 
prince or ftate whatfoever, without the confent of tho re* 
public : that he ihall admit no foreigner! into hit council^ 
nor confer upon them any office, dignity, or government t 
that he Hiall not marry but according to the ancient lawi^ 
with the confent of the fenate s that for the maintcoaacoof 
bit table, he fhall have no royal demefnet but fach at tho 
republic granted to the kingt his predeceObrts that with 
the advice of his council, he (hall regulate the forces of tho 
republic in fuch a manner, that it Ihjill never have occailoa 
for foreign auxiliaries t that h« (hall not in any (hapedimi* 
fiifli, but on the contrary, augment the treafure at Craeo* 
via t that he (hall borrow no money, but with the confeat 
of the republic \ that (hould the neceiDties of tbe Rate ever 
require a naval force, he (hall not have power to raifo it, 
bat with the confent of the nobility, and by the advice of 
tbe fenate* 

granting 
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granting them liberty of copfcience f^ In 1587;. 
and their party was become fo ftrong, that the 
pope's nuncio, Aonibal of CapMa, employed, 
them only to endeavour to place the crown of 
Poland on the head of the archduke Maximi-- 
Han, brother to the emperor Rodolph II.. 
Accordingly the proteftatot fa£tioa adually ele(^-. 
ed the archduke, while thqoppoflte faction choie. 
the Swedifh prince Sigifmund, grandfon to 
Guftavus Vafa,, of whom we have already fpo- 
ken. Sigifmund fhould have been king of Swe- 
den, had the rights 6f fucceifion taken place ^ 
but you have already feen that the throne of 
Sweden was at the difpofal of the eftates* And: 
he was fo far from reigning there, that his ne« 
phew, Guftavus Adolphus, was on the point 
of driving him from the throne of Poland, and: 
bid afide his defign only to march into Ger- 
many, in order to dethrone the emperor. 

It is an aftonifhing thing that the Swedes 
i^ouldhave fo often over^rqn Poland as con- 
querors, and that the Turks, who are fo much, 
more powerful, (hould never have penetrated 
far beyond the borders of that kingdom. Sul- 
tan Ofmajn attacked the Poles with an army of 
two hundred thoufand men in Sigifmund's time, 
on the fide of Moldavia. The Coflacks, who 
were the only people then connedied with the 
republic, and who were under its prgtecSion,, 
by the obftinate refiftance they made, rendered; 
the Turkic invafioa fruitlefs. What muft we 



f ThekingUoblige4 by bU coronation. oath^ to tolerate. 
Lutheranifm In PoUlh Pruffia, where th»re arc alfo fomo 
Calvinia*. Poland abounds alTo wkb Jew*, to whom par. 
<icular privileges dec scaotCKU 

conclude 
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oondude Trom die ill Tuccds of (o powerrul an 
sn-mament, unleis that the fultan'f gcnerali did 
not know how to make war i 
^ Sigifmund died in the fame year with 

^ 3^ Guftavus Adclphus. His fon, Ladiflaus, 
who fucceeded him, faw the beginning of the 
lata! defeAion of thefe Coflacks, who had been 
{o lone the bulwarks of the republic, and now 

Save their fervice either to the Turks or the 
Luffians. Thefe people, whom we muft dif* 
tinguifli from the Coiucks of the Tanais*« in- 
habit the borders of the Borifthenes f. Their 
lives are, in every refpefl, like thofe of the 
ancient Scythians, and of the Tartars, who 
border on the Black Sea. All this part of the 
world, to the north^eaft of Europe, was then 
in a favage ftate. h was the exa^ image of 
the pretended heroic ages, when mankind were 
contented with the necellaries of life, and pil- 
laged thefe neceflaries from their neighboura. 
The Polifli nobles in the palatinates^ which 
bordered upon the Ukraine, wanted to treat 
the Coilacks as their vaflals, that is to lay, 
their bondmen : upon which the whole nation, 
who had no other pofleilions but their liberty. 



* Or Don, by the ancienu reclcooed eiM of tht moft ft- 
anoui riven in the worlds and the boundary between !■• 
rope and Afia { k ifluct from St. John*f Lake, and after 
vnittng with the Sofna, cominnes a l/mg conrfe, tUl hi di- 
irjdet itfeir into three armt| and falU into tbePalM Msocia 
below Afoph. 

f Or Nieper, one of the largeil rivers in Europe, it 
liai lis fource in a morafs in the Walihoofkei foreft, runs in 
n (reat many windings through Lithoania, and empUot k- 
Cslf Into the Black fea, between Oczakow and KiJbonk It 
bai cMrteen cataraas within a fmaU diftancc. 

revolted 
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revolted to a man ; and for a long time com- 
mitted horrid depredations on the territories of 
Poland. Thefc Coflacks were of the Greek - 
church ; another ftrong reafon to make them 
irreconcileable enemies to the Poles. Part of 
them acknowledged the Ruffians for their maf- 
ters and part the Turks, on condition of ftill 
enjoying their liberty, or rather anarchy* They 
ftill preferve the little religion they have amongil 
them, which was that of the Greek church, 
but arc now almoft wholly deprived of their 
liberty by the Ruffian empire ; who, fince it 
has of late years been civilized itfelf, has at- 
tempted to civilize them alfo. 

King Ladiflaus died without leaving any ifTuc 
'by his wife, Maria Louifa de Gonzaga, the 
fame who was in love with Cina-Mars, maftcr 
of the horfe to Lewis XIII. of I ranee *. La- 
diflaus had two brothers, both in ' holy orders ; 
the one, called John Cafimir, was a jefuit and 
a cardinal ; the other bifliop of Breflau and 
Kiow. The cardinal and the bifliop difputed 
the throne with each other. Cafimir , ^ 
was at length elefted, who fent back ^ -^ 
his cardinars hat to the pope, and took the 
crown in its ftead. But after having been 
§)e(ftator, for upwards of twenty years, of the 
defolation of his kingdom, by fad^ions.at hbme, 
and by the incurfions of Charles X. king of 
Sweden, and thofe of the Mufcovites and Cof- 
facks; he, following the example of queen Chrif- 
tina^ abdicated the throne, but with far lefs 
lory, and retired to Paris, where he >g 
ied abbot of St. Germain des- Pres. 7 

• Sec Chap, cxlvi. Vol. V. 

E Tolani 
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Polond was not more hapny under hit fuc- 
crllor Mich Ad Curibut All thit (he loft at 
diftcrcnt times would form an Immenfe king- 
dom. The Swedes had taken Livonia, irhieh 
the Rufliang dill continue in pofleflion of, to* 

frether wi(h the duchy of Courland. The Ruf* 
lana themrelvea, after havlns ftrippcd it of the 
provinces of Plefkou and Smolenflcou, made 
themCelvci maflers of almoft all Kiow and the 
Ukraine. The l^urki took Podolia and Vol. 
hinia in the rrign of this Michael. In fine, 
Poland could not fupprt itfelfbut by becoming 
tiibutiiry to the Ottoman Portt*. l^he grand 
marccbtil of the crown, John Sobleflci, walbed 
out thii <lain, indeed, in the blood of the 
Turks, at the battle of Chukxim* : this famous 

battle 



• Thlib«Hl«i which wsi fuuiht Novsmbsr ii^ imbt 
yiAr I (^7 It SI Clu)ck«lm on Iht NUftefi by lbs frontkr <A 
Mt^MsvU, flontinui^d lhif« dsyi Aiccefllvsly. Thf Turks 
srs (h\^ \Q hsv« lol\ §\%Ut ihoufAnd jM\1tkr\n,- and morg 
limn (lmtM« \\m numHtr of IfMhli. 'i'hty wtrssfttrwMdi 
wotA«<llnftvsrs1ffnKas«tn«nti| by Soblend. «iidobUg«tfui 
fus for )MftcV) wliitiit w«» eenfiludid s( 2urowna* Jn ibt 
ytsr t074» tis wad i>li>vAt«ii fo tht lluonv of Polsndi ivoi' 
wilhAsndins th« t^pponiion of Oit tmptror Uopokl, wh« 
«ndSAvcHir«H to |ic^^'Ut« th« crown for prlncs CbsriM of 
Lormtn. In lh« y«ttr t6Si, tho grAnd viAor, iUra Mvf* 
isphs, intvrvd fluHKsry «( ih« litud of cwo hundred tmi 
ft>iiy ilittufAnd nt«ii, c^vftfjitod th« ptinoeof LoirAln, «f thf 
YMVAf,tt of tho RnAh, And undKriook ()i« flsie of VImm« 
aohlvfVI, undtriUndlni ihiii ih<f dry wjii nduccd to ts* 
trimltyi a«n«i<Hi(ly fursot ihi HI ctfflcfi h« hsd ftta«lfi«dM 
ilie h«ndi of thv vmpitor, and marcticd with s eofiadsviWi 
nrmy to hli o(nrtsneff. i«lng Jotnod hy tlis ImporUI arpiy, 
und«r th« dukt of LorrAln, nn6 hy Iho «liAon of BairorU 
and Saxony, st (ha tta«d of thf It ra fpa Alvf troopi , ho |ava 
haitla 10 Uia TuitSi and reutad thorn with grsai llaaftiiar. 

Viaaaa 
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1>atde delivered Poland from its tribute, and 
placed the crown on Sobieiki^s head. But cer- 
tainly this vidory was neither (o fatal to the 
7urks, nor (b decffive as was faid, fpeing^ that 
diey ftill xxmthiued to keep pofleffion of rodo- 
lia and a part of the Ukraine, with the impor- 
tant fortrefs of Kaminiek, which they had ta« 
ken. It is true, that when Sobielki came to 
be king* he rendered his name immortal by the 
delivery of Vienna, but he could never recover 
Kaminiek; and the Turks kept it till after his 
death, when they reftored it at the peace of 
Carlo witz, in 1699, 

Poland, amidft all its commotions, never 
fuffered a change in its manners, its govern- 
ment, or its laws ; nor became either richer or 
poorer: but for want of a pcrfcft n-ilitary dif^ 
cipline, which the czar Peter had, through 
the affiftance of foreigners, found means to in« 
troduce amongft his fubjeds, and which proved 
fo infinitely advantageous to his kingdom. It 
has happened that the Ruflians, who were fo 
long held in contempt by the Poles, have obli- 
ged them ta receive a king of their nomination; 
and that ten thouiand Ruffians have impofcd 
Jaws on the aflembly of the Poli(h nobility. 

Asao religion, it occafioned very little dif- 
turbance in this part of the world. The Uni- 
tarians had for fome time churches in Poland 



Vkniui belog thus relieved, he purfued the enemy to Bar- 
kauy where, though at firft he met with a check, owin{^ to 
the impetoofity of his courage, he next day renewed the 
attack with fnch vigour, that the Turks were entirely de- 
feated. In confequence of this vi^ory, be relieved ffat kau, 
Cnui, and Strigonla. 

E 2 and 
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and Lithuania, at th^ bednning of the feven-» 
.teenth century. Thcfe Unitarians, who were 
fomctimes called Socinians, fometimcs Arians, 
pretended to defend thecaufe of the deity bini- 
iclf, by confldering him as one fole incom- 
municable being, who had no Ton but by 
adoption! This was not entirely the doctrine 
of the ancient Eufebians. They pretended to 
rcflorc upon earth the purity of the primitive 
ages of chriflianity, renouncing all civil offices, 
and the profeifion of arms. Subje£ts, who made 
a fcruple of confcience of fightingi did not 
feem very well adapted for a country that was 
inceflantlv in arms {igainft the Turks. Never- 
thelcfs, tnis religion continued to flourifli in 
Poland till the year 165B*, when it was prohi- 
bited, becaufe it was found that thefe fe^aries, 
who had renounced arms, had not renounced 
intrigues. "I he}^ had entered into a leaeue 
with^Ragotflci, prince of Tranfilvania, at that 
time an enemy to the republic. However, ihey 
ilill continue in great numbers in Poland, tho' 
they arc not allowed to make an open profeifion 
of their opinion. 



• FauJIui Socinus redded in thii nation, and hli difdplct 
became very numerous j but they were tdHaintd by aa 
cdifty in the reign of John fcaflmlr ) and John SoMtlkl ex* 
pelled them from tltc kingdom, for having publiftied a book, 
cntitted, Tonntntum trinitatem tbrmn thtufitm, SMtinuM* 
nied the pre-exiftence of the word, and confidered Jcte 
Chrifl ai no other than a mere man. He maintained that 
the Holy Ghoft wat no| a diAinA petfon, and that th« fa- 
ther alone waa truly and properly God. He rejeAed tb« 
doArines of the redemption, of original fln» grace, and 
predeAination | and a(Tirmed that the facramentr were flm* 
pie certmoniea without efficacy* 

The 
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The orator Maimbourg, pretends that they 
fled over to Holland, ** where, (ays he, every 
religion is tolerated but that of the church of 
Rome." The orator is greatly miftaken in this 
article, as he is in many others. The Roman 
catholics are fo far tolerated in the United Pro* 
,vihces, that they make almoft two thirds of the 
nation ;. whereas the Unitarians or Socinians 
liever had any public place of divine worftiip 
there. This religion has fpread itfelf privately 
in Holland, Tranftlvania, Silefia, Poland, and 
England; more efpecially in the latter. It 
may be reckoned among the many revolutions 
of the human mind, that this religion, which 
reigned in the church for three centuries and 
an half after Conftantine, fhould be revived 
again in Europe within thefe two centuries, 
and fpread itfelf ovkr fo many provinces, and 
ycft not have a fingle temple in any one part of 
the world. It feems as if chriftians were afraid 
to admit into their communion a feft, which 
formerly triumphed for fo long a time over all 
other communions. 

• CHAP. CLIX. 

Of Ru s s i.A in the Sixteenth and Sevententh 
Centuries. 

WE did not at this time give the name of 
Ruffia to Mufcovy, and we had but a 
vague idea of thi^ country ; the city of Mof- 
cow being better known in Europe than, the 
Tcft of this vaft empire, it was thence called 
E 3 Mufcovy, 
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Mufcovy. Its fovereign takes the title ofempe- 
ror of all the Ruffias» becaufe there are feveral 
provinces of this fame name, which either belong 
to him, or to which he has fomc pretentions ; 
viz. White Rui&a, in which is the capital of 
Mofcow, and is the old territory of the Roxe* 
lans ; filack RulTia *« a part of which, towards 
Lithuania,beloi>gs to the Poles; andRedRui&a, 
which is to the weffward of the Borifthenes. 

The form of government in Mufcovy, or 
Ruflia, in the fixteenth century, was nearly 
the fame with that of Poland. ' The Boiars, 
like the Poli(h nobles, reckoned their riches by 
the number of inhabitants on their lands. The 
huA)andinen were all their flaves. The czars 
were frequently chofcn bv the Boiars ; but the 
czar likewife as frequently nominated his own 
fucceflbr, which the kings of Poland never did. 
The ufe of artillery was very little known in 
this part of the world in the fixteenth century, 
and they were entire firangers to military dif- 
cipline : evervr Boiar brought his peafants with 
him to the place of rendezvous for the troops, 
and armed them with arrows, fabres, wooden 
poles tipped with fteel, in the form of piket, 
and a few mufkets. They had no field opera- 
tions, no magazines, no hofpitals ; their only 
method of making war was by incurfions, and 
when there was nothing more to plunder, the 
Ruflian boiar, the Polim ftaroft, and the Tar* 
tarian mirza, called ofF his troops. 

• The namei of White Ruflla and Blick RiiflU are 
given by different authori to Mufcovy in general. It to 
called fyhiu en account of iu being covered with fnow ia 
the winter ) and BUiek, from ite gloomy forefts« or» ao- 
cviding to CelUrtui^ fromiti iron mtnet. 

Manuring 
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Manuring the ground, tending the flocks, 
and fighting, was the whole of a Rui&an's life, 
till the time of Peter the Great, and the life of 
three fourths of the inhabitants of the earth. 

The Ruffians, about the middle of the fix- 
teenth century, made an eafy conqueft of the 
kingdoms of Cafan and Aftracan from the weak- 
ened Tartars, who were ftill more undifciplincd 
than themfelves : but before Peter the Great, 
they could not make hf ad againft the Swedes 
on the fide of Finland, as regular troops could 
not fail of having the advantage over them. 
Prom the time of John Bafilowitz, or Bafilides, 
who conquered Aftracan and Cafan, a part of 
Livonia, Plefkou, and Novogorod, till czar 
Peter, there happened nothing confiderable. 

There was a remarkable resemblance between 
this.Bafilides and the czar Peter. Both of them 
put their own fons to death. John Bafilides 
lufpeding his fon of a conspiracy againil him, 
during the fiege of Pleflcou, killed him with 
his fpear ; and Peter, who had condemned his 
fon to die, would not fufFer him to furvive his 
fentence tho* he feem^d to forgive him *. 

There 



* Onr author feems remarkably fond of convi^ing 
princes of filicide. We have already taken notice of this 
cjrcumftance in another volume, where he treats of the 
death of Don Carlos, fon of Philip II. of Spain. We do 
not find any reafon to believe that Peter was more guilty 
in this refped than Philip. His fon, Alexis Petrowitz, 
was fuch a worthlefs prince, that he not only gave a loofc 
to the mod brutal padions, but even formed a confplracy 
to dethrone his father. He eloped from Mufcovy ; and be- 
ing brought back, the czar pardoned him, on condition that 
be fhould difcover his accomplices, and renounce the fuc- 
ceflion in favour ef his brother. Thefe terms he embraced ; 
£ 4 and 
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There are few events m hiftory of a more 
extraordinary nature, than that of the falfe 
Demctrius's, which difturbed Ruf!ia for fo long 
a time after the death of John Bafih'des. This 
czar left two fons, named Feodcr or Theodore, 
the other Demetri or Demetrius. Feoder fuc-* 
ceeded tr> the crown ; Demetrius was confined 
in a village named Uglis, together virith the 
czarina his mother. The rude manners of that 
court had not, as yet, adopted the policy of the 
fultan and ancient Greek emperors, to facriiice 
the princes of the blood to the fafety of the 
throne. The prime minifter, namea Boris-* 
Gudenou, whofc fifter Feoder had married^ 
perfuaded that prince that he could not efta* 
blifh bis authority but by imitating the Turk# 
alnd afTailinating his brother. Boris accordingljr 
fent an officer to the village, where young De«* 
metrius was brought up, with orders Co kill 
him. The ofEcer, at his return, faid that he 
had executed his commiffion, and chimed thd 
promifed reward : Boris, inftead of recompeft* 
fmg the murderer, ordered him to be flain him^ 
felf, in-order to fupprefs all prooftof checrimei 
It is- faid that fome time afterwards this fame 
prime minifter po^foned czar Feoder; but^ 
though he. was fufpe£led of this crime, be ae- 



and Peter Petrowits, the fecond foo^ wai decUrcd heir 
apparent of the empire. Peter, the father, finding t< at 
his elded Ton had not obferved the articlet of agreement 
which he had figned, ordered him to be tried by the officers 
of juftice and the clergy, who were unanimoufly of opi- 
nion that he wai worthy of death. Thii fentence had 
fuch an effeft upon the prince^ that be grew Avpid and to- 
thargic, and died foon afufc 

vestbclefii 
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▼erthelefs fucceeded to the crown of the 
prince whpm he had murdered. ^^' 

At this time there appeared in Lithuania, a 
young man, who pretended to be the prince De- 
metrius, who had efcaped from the murderer 
fent to aflaiSnate him. Several perfons who had 
feen him with his mother pretended t^ know*, 
him again by certain marks. He perfeSly re-. 
fembled the prince in features and perfon, and 
fhewed a crofs enriched with precious ftones^ 
which had been tied about the neck of prince 
Demetrius when he was chriftened. The pa- 
latine of Sandomir acknowledged him imme- 
diately as the Ton of John Bafilides, and the 
true czar*. A diet of Poland examined fo- 
lemnly the proofs of his birth ; and bavin 'y. 
found them inconteftible, furniflied him wiihi 
an army to drive out the ufurper Boris, and re- 
cover the crown of his anceftors. 
• In Ruffia, however, Demetrius was looked 
upon as an impoftor, and even a magician. 
The Ruffians could never think that a Deme- 
trius, introduced by Pol iih Roman catholics, > 
and having two Jefuits for his counfellors, could 
be their true king. The Boiars were fo per- . 
f^aded of his being an impoftor, that the czar 



• TMs PoHfli noblfeman was Adam Wifnowitaflci, who 
having corre^ed Demetrius, known by the name of Griika, 
tfaifi pitetended prince ihed a flood of tears, telling his ntafteF 
that XT he knew his quality he would not treat him in that 
manner. Then he declared himfcif the fon of John Bad- 
lowitz, who had been faved from the perfidy of Bori», and- 
produced a golden crofs adorned with precious flones, whichp - 
ke faid Was hung round his neck at his briptifm \ bur it was - 
the Taivode of Sandomiis who raifcd a a- arm}| tn» hU 
favour, 

£ 5 ' Bor!45^*- 
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Boris dving, they, without hcfitation, placed 
his (on Boris, a youth of fifteen years of age, 
on the throne. 

i6oc ^" ^^^ mean time Demetrius conti- 
^ nued advancing into Ruffia wrth the Po- 
}i{h army. Thofe who were dtfpleafed with 
,thc Mtifcovite government dedared in his fa- 
vour. One of the generals of the Ruffian 
troops, as foon as he came in prcfence of De- 
> metr jus's army, cried out, ** that he was the 
lawful heir to the empire,** and inftantly went 
over to him with the corps he commanded. The 
revolution foon became complete. Demetrius- 
wa^ no longer a magician. The people of 
Mofcow ran to ferze upon young Boris and his 
mother, and dragged them to prifon. Dcmc- 
V trius was proclaimed czar without any 
' ^^ contradiftion. It was proclaimed that 
young Boris and his mother were murdered in- 
prifon. It is moft probable, that Demetrius 
•aufed them to be put to death. 

The widow of John Bafilides, mother to the 
true or falfe Demetrius, had been for a long 
time banifhed into the north of Ruffia; the new 
«./ar fent to fetch her to court, in a kind of 
chariot^as magnificent as could be had at that time. 
He went feveral miles to meet her on the way^ 
apd both of them knew each, other again, embra- 
cing with a flood of tears in the prefence of 
aH the people, who no longer doubted that De«> 
metrius was the' true emperor. He married the 
daughter of the palatine of Sandomir, his firft 
protestor, and this proved his ruin*. The 

• Ho likewife rendered himfelf odious to the Ruffians^ 
l»y encouraging foreigncts, particularly in eaabliOiiog & 
luitfd composed of Freuch, Eaglifti, Germanf^ «DdLivobiant. 

people 
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peofde could not bear to behold, without hor- 
ror, a catholic emprefs, a court filled with (Iran- 
fers, and a church built exprefsly for the Jefuits. 
)emetrius was no longer efteemed a Ruffian. 
In the midft of the diverdons, given on ac< 
count of the czar's marriage, a Boiar, named 
Zuflci, got together a number of confpirators, 
put himfelf at their head, and entered the pa- 
lace with a drawn fabre in one hand aui a 
crofs in the other. The Polifli guard were all 
cut in pieces : Demetrius himfclf was loaded 
with chains. The confpirators confronted hi n 
with the czarina, Bafilides's widow, who had 
fo Tolemnly acknowledged him as her fon. The 
clergy obliged her to take an oath upon the 
crofs, and to declare whether Demetrius was 
really her fon or not. Then, whether the fear 
of death forced the princefs to take a falfeoath^ \ 
and overcame nature, or that fhe a^ually paid 
the homage due to truth, (he declared, with a 
flood of tears, that the czar was not hei foii j 
that the true Demetrius had been really mur- 
dered while a child ; and that (lie had fQilowcd ' 
the example of the red of the nation, in ac^ 
knowledging the new czar, in order to revenge 
the death of her fon on the family of his mur- 
derers. It was then faid, that Demctiius was one 
gf the common people ; that his true name was 
Gri(ka Utropoya, and that he had been feme 
. time a monk in a convent in Rudla. He had 
been reproached before with not being of the 
Greek church, and now he was reproached^ 
with being at once aRu(fiab peafant and a Greek 
monk. However that was,, the chief of the- 
confpirators, Zu(ki, killed him with his own 
Handy and afcended the/thronc in his (lead. 

* £'"6 . Th^ 
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The new czar, who had thus fuddenfy fetzed Oft 
the crown, fen t back to their own country the fcir 
Polettwhohad furvivedtheflaughter. As he had 
no other right to the throne, nor any other merit 
but th at of having aiTaifinatedDemetriuSfthe other 
Boiar9,who, from his equals, were now become 
his fubjeAs, Toon fpread a report abroad, that 
the murdered czar was not ^n impoftor,* but 
the true Demetrius i and that his murderer was I 

unworthy of the crown. The name of I)c- i 

metrius was dear to the Ruffians. The chan-' 
cellor of him who had been murdered took it 
into his head to declare, that he was not dead, 
but that he would Toon recover of his wounds, 
and appear at the head of his faithful fubje£ls. 

This chancellor travelled all over Mufcovy, 
carrying with him in a litter a youne man^ 
whom he called Demetrius, and trearco as his 
foveicifv^ At this name there was a general 
infurrcdtion of the people 5 battles were fought 
in the name of this Demetrius, whom nobodv I 

faw J but the chancellor's party being defeated, i 

thin fccond Demetrius foon difappeared. Al> 
imaginations were fo impreflcd with this name^ 
that a third Demetrius prefented himfelf in Po* | 

knd, who piovcd more fortunate than ht« pre* 
dec cfTors had been. He was fupported by Si^ 
^ifmund, king of Poland, and came and be- 
iicf'ed the tyrant Zufki in his very capital of 
Mofcow. Zuski had Aill in his hands the wi- 
dow of the firft Demetiius, and the palatine of 
Sandotnir her father. The third Demetrius 
claimed her as his wife, and Zuski, who bw 
Wur\M( clofely fliut up within the cfty, ^ftored 
the daughter and the father, hoping, perhaps^ 
to (bfun the king of Pojand, or flattering him* 

fclf 
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felf that the princefs would acknowledge art 
impoftor as her hufband ; but this inmoftor was 
vidorious. The widow of the firft Demetriiis 
therefore did not hefitate to acknowledge this 
third as her true and lawful hufband; and as 
the firft had foinpd a mother, the third as eaiily 
found a wife. The father-in-law fwore that 
this was his fon-in-law, and the people believed 
it as a truth' The Boiars, divided between the 
tyrant Zuski and the impoftor, acknowledged 
neither the one nor the other. They depofed 
Zuski,, and confined him in a convent. Thi» 
was a fuperftitious notion which the Ruffians 
had, in common with the old Greek church,, 
that a prince who had once been made a monk,, 
could never reign afterwitrds: this fame cuftom 
had formerly crept into the Latin churchy 
Zuski appeared no more, and Demetrius was 
aflaflinated * at a feaft by fome Tartars. 

The Boiars then offered theit crown , 
to prince Ladiilaus> fon of Sigifmund, '^ ^ 
king of Poland. Ladiilaos made preparations 
to come and receive it, when a fourth Deme- 
trius appeared to difpute it with him. Thi% 
perfon. pretended that God had conftantly pre- 
ferved him in the three attempts made upon! 
his life, at Uglis by the tyrant Boris, at Mof- 
cow by the ufurper Zuski, and again by thd 
Tartars. He fouad feveral partifans, who be-^ 
fieved thefe three miraculous efcapes. The 
city of Pleskou acknowledged him as czac. He 

• In revenge for the death of their prince, fCafifflow(kf>; 
whom he had ordered to be drowned. This impoftor wa« 
by fome fuppofed to have been a fthoolmaikr at Socolai^ 
and by Qtherft.lo have been a Tew» 

•fixed! 
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fixed his court there for fome years, during 
which time the Ruffians, who repented them of 
having called in the Poles, drove them out every 
where, and Sigifmund loft aU hopes of feeing, 
his fon Ladiflaus on the throne of the czars. 
In the midft of thefe troubles, the fon of the 
patriarch Feder Romanow, was placed on that 
" throne. The patriarch was a relation, by the 
wife's fide, to czar John Bafilides. His fon, 
Michael Federowitz, that is to fay, the fon of 
Feder, was chofen czar at feventeen years of 
age by his father's intereft. All Ruflia acknow- 
ledged this Federowitz ; and the city of Plcf- 
kou delivered up to him the fourth Demetrius, 
who ended his reign on a gallows. 

There was yet a fifth left : this was the fon 
of the firft who had a£tually reigned, and had 
efpoufed the daughter of the palatine of San- 
domir^ his mother had conveyed him out of 
Mofcow, whtn fhe went in queft of the third 
Demetrius, in whom fhe pretended to difcover 
her true hufband. She afterwards took refuge 
among the Coflacks with this child, who was 
looked upon as the grandfon of John Bafilides, 
and who mi^ht very poffibly be fo} but as fooa 
as Michael f cderowitz was fettled on the throne, 
he obliged the Coflacks to deliver up the mother 
and fon, and ordered them both to be drowned. 
It was not expected that a fixth Demetrius 
would make hiis appearance ; however, a new 
pretender (hewed himfelf at the court of Ruffia, 
under this name, while Michael Federowitz 
reigned in Mufcovy and Ladiflaus in Poland. 
Some young people, who were bathing with a 
Coflack of their own a^e, perceived thefe words 
pricked upon his back with the point of a needle^ 
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in Ruffian cbarafters, ** Demetrius, the fon of 
the czar Demetrius." This perfon immedi- 
ately pafTed for the fame fon of the firft Deme- 
trius who had been drowned bj the czar Fede- 
rowitz's orders. God had worked a miracle 
for his deliverance* J he was treated as the 

czarV 



* According to the account given of this young tnan by 
Morcri, from the Jmpofteurs tnfignes, there was no miracle 
pretended ; and this, in all probability, was really the fon 
of Demetrius Griska. The princefs, his mother, being 
far advanced in her pregnancy when her hufband was 
murdered, and forefeeing that the ufurper's vengeance 
would fall upon the fruit of her womb, prevailed upon a 
Coflack, whofe wife was in the fame fituation, to exchange 
their children : by which means the CotTack's child palled 
for the fon of Demetrius, and was put to death accordingly* 
The other child being baptized, and marked on the back 
with characters iignifying his birth, was carried away by 
the Coflack into his own country ; wliere, however, he 
bellowed upon him a good education, in confequence of 
having received a oonfiderable fum of money from the mo- 
ther. This princefs had, at her death, difclofed to fome of 
her confidents the fecret of the child ^ but (he knew not 
whither the CoflTack had retired, and he died fuddenly, 
without having made Demetrius acquainted with the iior/ 
of his : birth. Chance, however, d^fcovered^him, in the 
little town of Samba rg, twelve miles from Lovemburg, in 
Black Rufiia. The marks on his back being perceived in 
the batb^ he was acknowledged by John Nicholas Daniel* 
•uski, treafurer of the kingdom, who lent him in a proper 
equipage to the court of Vladiflaus IV. king of Poland. 
At the death of this king, he retired to Sweden, where- 
thinking Jiimfelf .not altogether fafe, he removed to the court 
of Holftein, where he met with ah hofpitable reception. 
This prince having fent two ambalTadors to Mufcovy, one 
of them, called Burchman, borrowed in his mafler^s name, 
a conliderabte fum of money, from the grand duke of Muf^ - 
covy*s treafurer. A Ruifun factor at Lubeck gave the duke 
of Holftein tounderftand ,that the debt Ifcould be cancelled 
if he would deliver Demcttis ito the ciar. The duke could 

not 
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czar's Ton at Ladiflaus's court, and was made ufe 
of to excite new troubles in Ruf&a. But his 
prote^or Ladiflaus dyin^;, he loft all hopes of 
fucceeding, and retired into Sweden, and from 
thence to Holftein, Unhappily for him the duke 
of Holftein having fent an ambafiador to the 
court of Mofcow, in order to fettle a trade for 
Perfian filks, the ambailador, inftead of fuc- 
ceedine in his negociatipn, ran greatly in debt 
at Moicow } and the duke of Holftein, to pro- 
cure a difcharge of this debt, delivered up this 
hft Demetrius, who was quartered alive. 

Thcfe adventures, which found fabulous, 
and yet are very true, never happen among a 
civilized people, who have a regular form of 

fovernment. The czar Alexis, fon of Michael 
ederowitz, and grandfon to the patriarch Feder 
Romanowy who was crowned in 1645, is 
icarcel V known in Europe, unlefs by being fa- 
ther of Peter the Great. 

RulBa^ till the time of Peter the Great, con- 
tinued almoft unknown to the fouthem nations 
of Europe, and plunged in a miferable defpo* 
tifm of the prince over the Boiars, and of the 
Boiars over the pea(ants. What are at preient 
complained of as abufes among civilized nations 
would have been divine laws for the Ruffians. 
There are fome regulations which excite the 
murmurs of our merchants and manufa^Uurers; 
but in all the northern countries it was veiy 
xare to have a bed : Ihe people in general Itj 



wot rtfift thif temptation : ftiul th« prince was fent by fea t» 
Mor«ow» where he fuffered death. His head and membera 
were fixed upon pole* bcioM the oafti^ aod hia body was 
4i«voiar«4.by do|K 

vpoii 
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upon the boards, which the better fort covered 
with a fort of coarfe cloth, which they bought 
at foreign fairs, or elfe with the skin of fome 
wHd or domeftic antmah 

When the earl qf Carlifle went ambaffador 
from Charles II. of England, in 1663, to 
Mofcow, he travelled through the whole Ruf- 
fian empire, from the port of Archangel in Po- 
land, and every where met with the fame citf* 
toms, and that general poverty which fuch a' 
cuftom pre-fuppofes, while the court ffione 
with gold and jewels in a rude fplendor. 

An inhabitant of Crim Tartary, or a Co(^ 
fack on the banks of the Don, reduced to the^^ 
favage life of a Ruf&an fubje^, was far more * 
h^ippy than hin>, flnce he was frqe and at liber-, 
ty to go where )ie pleafed, whereas a Ruf&an' 
was forbid to go out of the country under pain! 
of death. You will find by the hiftory of 
Charles Xtl. of Sweden, and that of czar! 
Peter, therein included^ how prodigious a 
difference half a century has produced in thir 
empire. Thirty ages would not have eflFcSed^ 
what Peter did by ti^avellin^^ only a few years* 
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CHAP, cxl; 

Of the Ottoman Empire in the feventeentb 
Century. The ficge of Cai^dia. Falff 

Mei&ah. 

AF T E R the death of Sclioi H. the Otto- 
mans maintained their fuperiority in Eu- 
rope and Afia. They even extended their fron- 
tiers under Amurath III. whofe generals took 
r^ Raab in Hungary on one fide, and Tibris 
^^ in Perfia op the other. The JaniflarieSy 
who were fo formidable to their enemies, were 
no lefs fo to their mailers : but Amurath (hewed 
them that he was worthy to be their com- 
mander. They came to him one day to de« 
mand the head of the tefterder, or high trea- 
furer. ^ They had already gathered in a tumul- 
tuous manner, at the inner door of the iera- 
glio, and even threatned the fultan himfelf. 
Amurath then ordered the doors to be flung 
open, and followed by all the officers of his fe- 
raglio, he ruKhed upon them with his fabre in 
his hand, put feveral of them to death, and the 

. reft fledy and difperfed of their own accord : 
. and this haughty militia afterwards 

^"^ ftood quiet fpedators of the execution 
of the principal mutineers. But what foldiers 
are thofe who drive their mafters to the necef- 
fity of fighting them i It was poffible at times 
to fupprdTs, but they never could be fubjedled, 
difciplined, or aboliihed, and frec|uently took 
upon them the difpofal of the empire. 

Mahomet III. Amurath*sfon, deferved more 

. than any other fultan, that the Janiflaries fliould 

ex- 
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cxercife upon hfm the right they had arrogated 
to themfelves of grving Taws to their malters. 
He began his tb'ign by ftrangling nineteen of 
his brothe'rsj.and ordering twelve of his father'^ 
wives, whom fie f\ifpc&cd of being with child, 
to be drowned. Scarce a murmur was heard 
in the nation, ai^d none but the weak fufFered. 
This monfter of cruelty had a glorious and 
fuccefsful reign. He prolefted Tranfylvania 
againft the emperor Rodolph II.' who quitted 
the care of his dominions and the empire ; he 
laid Hungary wafte, and took Agria in perfon, 
in fight ofthe archduke Matthias i and through- 
out his horrid reign maintained the grandeu^r of 
the Ottoman empire. 

During the reign of his fon AcKmet I. from 
1603, to 1,63^1, every thing went to ruin. The 
Turks were continually beaten by Sha Abbas, 
the great king of Pcrfia, who took from them 
Tauris, the ancient theatre of the Turkifh and 
Perfian wars ^ drove them out of all their con- 
quefls, and freed Rodolph, Matthias, and Ferdi^-* 
nand II. from their fears. He fought for the Chri- 
ftians without knowing it. Achmet concluded a 
ihameful peace in 1615 with the emperor Mat- 
thias, by which he reftored him Agria, Canifa, 
Peft, and Alba Regalis, which his anceftors 
had conquered. Thus it is that fortune bal- 
lances the events of the world. Thus you have 
fcen the Turks checked in the progrefs of their 
vi£lories over the empire and Venice, by Uflum 
CafTan and Sophi Ifmael, and Conftantinople 
faved by the Tartar Tan^erlane, 

What paffed after Achmet's death fufEciently 
(hews us, that the Turkifh government is not 
that abfolute monarchy which has been repre- 

fentcd 
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fcnted to ue by hiftorians, as the irrefiftible law 
of defpotffm. This power is," in the hands of 
the fultaiit like a two-edged fword, which 
wounds its mafter if too weak to' manage it. 
The empire was frequently, as count Marfigli 
obferves, a military democracy, which is ftill 
worfe than arbitrary power. The order of fuc- 
cefTion was uncertain. The Taniflaries and the 
djvan did not chufe Achmet s foa Ofhnan for 
i6r7 ^^^'^ emperor, but Muftapha, the bro- 
, 7 ther of Achmet. In lefs than two 
months they were tired of Muftapha, whom 
they declared incapable of reigning, and threw 
into prtfon; after which they proclaimed his 
young nephew, Ofnian, emperor, who was only 
twelve years of age, in whofe name they reignecU' 
liluftaphfi had ftill a party, though a priloner. 
His faction perfuaded the Janiflanes that voung 
Ofmah had entertained a deflgn ' of reaucing 
t)ieir number*, thereby to weaken their power. 

* Their pretenct for mutfnyfng wti th« f(Unui*« dcflgs 
So lam GoniUntinopkf ind mako a pagrvmsp tP Mtcau 
Hs hid aAiiaUy btgun to fend lito tentt and treaforea ovar 
into Atiu, when the Janiflariei aflembling at the ieragUo, 
oalled out for the fultan. On his appearing and atking the 
eaufe of this tamolt, they told htm be (hoold toe qoit tiM 
tity, and they demanded the heada 0f the prima visir and 
others, at enemies to the government. Neat day tlie vizir 
endeavouring to expoftulate with them wai cut in pieces* 
Sir Thomas Hoe^ the Cnglifh ambaflador at Conftantinople» 
had deflred this visir^ whofe name wai Delauir, to reoom* 
mend him to the proteftion of the Kahnacan, or governor 
oT the city, in cafe he (the visir) fliovld attend the fultini0 
his pilgrimage. To this requeft Delaoir anfwercd, *' Give 
yourfelf no trouble, I (hall leave one of my legs behind at 
your fervice.** . Accordingly the prediAion was veriAed | 
for in a few dayi one of hit legi was aAoally bvog vp 
in the Hippedrome, near the hoafii of tte XftgUlh an- 
haflador. 

On 
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On this pretext Oflnan was depofed and r 
Ihut up'in the (even towers, whitherche ^ 
grand vizir 'Daout went in per(bn>and murdered 
his fovereign. Muftapha was a fecond time 
taken from his prifon, acknowledged fovereign, 
and at the end of twelve months depofed. again, 
by the &me jantflTaries, who had twice chof^ 
him emperor. Never had prince been treated 
with fuch ignominy fince the time of Vitelltus. 
He was led through the ftreets of Oonftantl- 
nople on an afs, ^pofed to the infults of the 
populace, then carried back to the feven towers, 
and there ftrangled. 

Under Amurath IV. furnamed Gafi the In- 
trepid, cv^ry thing again affumed a new face. 
He made himfelf refpe£led by the JaniHarles, by 
employing them againft the -Perikms, and le»j- 
ing thefn in perfon to battle. He took Erzerom 
from the Perfians. Ten years afterwards lie 
made himfelf mafter of Bagdat by aflauit, which 
'was the ancient Seleucia, capital of Me- >. -. 
fopotamia, now called Diarbeck, and '^' 
which together with Erzerom, has ever fmce 

* continued with the Turks. ♦ ThciPerfians then 
•thought that they had no other way:of iecuring 

their frontiers but by laying wafte xipwards of 
thirty leagues of their own country beyond 
Bagdat, and making a barren folitude of the 

•moft fruitful traft of all Perfia. Other nations 
defend their frontiers by fortreffes; the Pek*- 

'fians have defended theirs by deferts. 

At the fame time that 'Amurath made him- 

* felf mafter of Bagdat, he fent forty thoufand 
- men to the affiftance of the great mogul Shah- 

Jehan againft his fon Aurengzeb. Had thi« 
torrent^ which overflowed Afia^faUen upon Ger- 

^ many, 
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ma^y, at that tiit^e invaded by the- Swedes and 
French, and rent in pieces at home, that em^ 
pire would have run the ri(k of lofmg the gloiy 
. of never having been fubdued. . 

The Turks acknowledge that this viSorious 
fultan had no other good quality but his courage ; 
that he was cruel, and that his cruelty was 
hightened by his debauchery ; a debauch of 
wine put an end to his life, and difbonoured 
his memory. 

His ion Ibrahim, who fucceeded him, had 
the fame vices, and was a weak prince, and 
/Wholly void of courage: yet it was in his 
reign that the Turks conquered the ifland of 
Candia, and that nothing remained for them 
* to take but the capital and fome few ftrong 
places, whkh held out for twenty-four years. 

This ifland, fo famous in antiquity ^or its 
laws, its arts, and even its fables, had been 
, once before taken by the Mahometan Arabs* 
at the beginning of the ninth century, who 
built the city of Candia, which afterwards gave 
its name to the whole ifland. They were dri- 
ven out by the Greek emperors about eighqr 
years afterwards ; but in the time oif the cm- 
fade, when the Latin princes, who had entered 
into a league to defend Conftantinople, invaded 
the Greek empire inftead of prote^ng it, 
the Venetians were rich enough to purchase 
this ifland, and fortunate.enough to keepit* 

An adventure of an extraordinary and fome- 
what romantic kind, iirft drew the Ottoman 
arms upon Candia. Six Maltefe galleys bav* 
ing taken a large Turkifh man of war, came 
to anchor with their prize in a fmall port in 
the ifland, called Oilifmene. It was Taid that 

one 
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f^nt of the gtand iignor!s ions was on board the 
/Turkiih flup. Wbatgave fome ground tobelieye 
this report^asj thattheKiflaraga,or chief of the 
black eunuchs, attended by feveral officers of the 
feraglioy was on board of this (hip, and that 
there was a child whom he ferved with great 
care and refpe£l« This eunuch was flain in the 
engagement ; the officers who furvived affirmed , 
that this child belonged to the fultan Ibrahim, 
and that his mother was fending him into 
Egypt. He was a long time treated at Malta 
as the fultan's fon, in hopes of a ranfom pro- 
portionable to his birth : however, the fultan 
never offered any ranfom for him, either be- 
caufe he thought it beneath him to treat with 
the knights of Malta, or that the prifoner was 
not really his fon ; upon which this pretended 
prince was flighted by the Maltefe, and at 
length became a friar of the Dominican order, 
and was a long time known by the name of the 
. Ottoman father. . The Dominicans have ever 
fince boafted of having had the fon of a fultan 
in their order. 

The Porte not being able to revenge itfelf 
upon the Maltefe, who from their inacceffible 
rocks defied all the Ottoman force, let fall jthe 
weight of its wrath upon the Venetians, ac- 
cufmg them of having infringed the treaty of 
peace, by fufFering the Maltefe to bring their 
prize into their harbour. The TurkiSi fleet 
made a defcent upon Candia, took Canea, and 
in a (hort time almofl all the refl of the , a, - 

Ibrahim had no (hare in this cvcnu The 
greateft things have been fometimes done under 
the weakeft princes* The Janifiaries were ab- 

folute 
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iblute mailers of the empire in Ibrahim's reign ; 
and if thev made conquefts they were forthem- 
felves and the ftate, and not for him. At 
length he was depofed by fentence of the mufti 
and the divan. The Turlcifh empire wai 
then a downright democracy*; for after having 
ihut up the (ultan in his women's apartmentii 
they nroclaimed no other emperor, but the ad« 
miniftration was carried on in the name of the 
fultan, though he no longer reigned. 

Our hiftorians pretend to tell us that Ibra- 
him was ftrangled by four mutes, from the falfe 
fuppofstion, that mutes are en^ployed in ex* 
ecuting the bloody orders of the feraglio i ,but 
they are only kept as buffoons or dwarfs, and 
never employed in any fe rious matters t« We 
muft therefore look upon this ftory only as a 
romantic relation : the Turkiih annals take no 
notice how he died ; it was a fecret of the fe- 
raglio. The many falfe ftories which have 
been told u$ concerning the government of 
Turky, which is fo near to us, is fufficient to 
make us doubly. cautious, with regard to our 
•belief of ancient hiltory. How can we hope to 
learn any thinj; certain concerning the ancient 



• Or rathtr « troe anirchy. Democrtey ii • fpcciet H 
fovemmcnt, in which the ekaion of mtgiftratet dapendi 
upon tho faiTragci of all tht pcopts i but this was t^ oo 
meant the cafe at ConOanilnopJe, where the rialcsA wsa 
elevated and depofed by a Tct of armed baiMlUti. 

t We wjfli our author had given hJi reafons for coo* 
tradiaing the whole ftream of hlftory with rtCpta to mutei. 
The circumAance of lbrahim*s being ftrangled by nMtee 
ie related by St. Paul Ryceut, who reilded a long time to 

",*'^^"•1 1.^**?'*'*'" "••y ^ f^f?^^^ to havf bo«i ^ 
<luaioced with the cuAoms of the awotry, 

Sqr» 
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Scythians, Gomarians, and Ccltes, when we 
are fo badly informed of whatf paiTes round 
about us ? This may convince us that we ought 
to confine ourfelves to public events in the 
biftory of nations, and not wafte our time in 
fruitlefs refearches into private circumftances, 
which are not tranfmitted to us by ocular or 
well vouched teftimony. 

By a fingular fatality, this period, which 
proved fo fatal to Ibrahim, was the fame to 
almoft all kings. The throne of Germany 
was ihaken oy the famous thirty years war ; 
France was laid wafle by its civil broils, and 
the mother of Lewis XI v. was obliged to fly 
with her children from her capital. Charles L 
was put to death in London by his own fub- 
jeds. Philip IV. of Spain, after having lofl all 
his pofTeffions in Afia, loft Portugal likewife. 
The beginning of the feventeenth century was 
the time of ufurpers from one end of the worJd 
to the other. England, Scotland, and Ireland, 
were fiibdued by Cromwell. A rebel, named 
Liftching, obliged the laft emperor of the Chi- 
nefe race to ftrangle his wife, his children, and 
himfelf, and opened the empire of China to 
the Tartarian conquerors. Aurengzeb revolted 
againft his father in Mogulftan, left him to 
ianguifh in prifon, and enjoyed the fruits of 
his cnmes in peace. The greateft of all tyrants, 
Mulei-Ifmael, exercifcd the moft fhocking cru- 
elties throughout the empire of Morocco, 
Thefe two ufurpers, Aurengzeb and Mulei- 
Ifmael, lived the longeft and moft happily of all 
the kings of the earth. Each of their lives ex- 
ceeded an hundred years. Cromwell, who was 
as wicked as ihemfelves, did not live fo long ; 
Vol. VI. F but 
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but h^ reigned and died in peace. In running 
through the hiftory of the world, we find weak- 
nefs puniihed, and powerful villainv fortunate ; 
and the univerfe one vaft fcene ot rapine left 
to chance. 

To return to thewar of Candia; it refembled 
that of Troy. Sometimes the city was in 
danger from the Turks, and fometimes the 
Turks were pent up themfelves in Canea, which 
they had made their magazine of arms. The 
Venetians never gave greater inftances of their 
courage and refolution ; they feveral times de- 
feated the Turkifh fleets. St. Mark's treafurjr 
was exhaufted in raifm^ troops. The troubles 
of the feraglio, and the irruptions of the Turks 
into Hungary, made the expedition againft Can- 
dia to go on but flowly for a time ; but it was 
never wholly interrupted. At length, in the 
year 1667, Achmet Cuprogli, or Kiuperli, 
grand vizir to Mahomet IV. and fon to a grand 
vizir, laid regular fieee to Candia, which was 
defended by the captam-general France(co Mo- 
roflni, and St. Andre Montbrun, a French 
officer, to whom the fenate had given the com- 
mand of its land-forces. 

This city would never have been taken, had 
the chriftian princes in any degree imitated the 
example of Lewis XIV. who in 1669 fent be- 
tween fix and feven thoufand men to its affift* 
ance, under the command of the duke of Beau- 
fort and the duke of Noailles. The port of 
Candia was always open ; fo that there was no- 
thing to do but to fend over forces fufficient to 
refift the Janiflarics. The duke of Beaufort* 
the fame who during the time of the fronde 
uticd a part rather more ftrange than ill uftrious. 

went 
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went to attack the Turks in their trenches, at 
the head of the French nobility : but a maga- 
zine of powder and granades happening to blow 
up in the trenches, fruftrated this attempt. The 
French thinking that the ground was under- 
mined beneath them, fled in diforder, and were 
clofely pur(ued by tJie Turks. The duke of 
Beaufort was killed in this a£tion, with feveral 
other French officers of diftinSion. 

Lewis XIV. though in alliance with the Ot- 
toman empire, openly affifted the Venetians, 
and afterwards the GernuuiS) againft this em- 
pire, without the Turks feeming to be much 
difpleafed at it. It is not known what reafon . 
this nionarck had for recalling his troops after- 
wards from Candia. The duke of Noailles, 
who had the command of them after the death 
of the duke of Beaufort, was perfuaded that 
the place could not hold out againft the Turks. 
The captain-general Francefco Morofini, who 
had fafliained this famous fiege fo long, might 
have quitted the ruined city without capitu- 
lating, and have retired by fea, of which he 
was ftill mafter: but by capitulating, he ftili 
kept poiTeflion of fome places in the ifland for 
his republic, and the capitulation was at the 
fame time a treaty of peace. The vizir, 
Achmet Cuprogli, ftaked all his glory and that 
of the Ottoman empire on taking Candia. 

A peace then was concluded between the 
vizir and Morofini ; and the city of Candia, re- 
duced to a heapof aflies, and with only twenty 
fick Chriflians remaining in it, was given up 
to the Turks. Never had the Chriftians made 
a more honourable capitulation with the Ma- . 
hometans j nor never were articles more exaSly 
F 2 ob- 

590310B 
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obferved by conquerors. Morofini was allowed 
to carry ofF all the artillery which had been 
brought into Candia flnce the commencement 
of the fiege. The vizir furnifhed boats for con- 
veying thofc citizens who could not find room 
on board the Venetian vefleli. He lilcewife 
preibiitrd the burgher who brouffhc him the 
keys of the town with a purfe of nve hundred 
fcquins *, and two hundred more to thofe who 
accompanied him. The Turks and the Vene- 
tians vifited each other like friends and neigh- 
bcurs) till the day the latter left the ifland. 

Cuprogli, the conqueror of Candia, was one 
of the beft generals and greateft miniftcrs \n 
Europe ; and at the fame time a juft and hu- 
mane man. He acquired immortal reputation 
in this long fiege, at which, by the account of 
the Turks thcmfelvcs, they loft two hundred 
the ufand men. 

''i'he Morofini's, ^for there were four of that 
name in the beficgcJ town,) the Cornaro's, the 
GiuAiniani*s, the Benzoni^ the mar uts of 
St, Andre Montbrun, and the marquis of Kron- 
tenac rendered their names illuftrious through- 
out Europe. It is not without reafon that 
this war ha^ Keen compared to that of Troy* 
7*hc grand vizir had a Greek about him who 
dcferved the ftrname of UlyiTcs^ he was called 
Payanotos. Prince C.tntemir tells us that this 
Greek brought the council of Candia to capitu* 
late by a ftrata^cm worthy of Ulyfles. The 
btfici^rd were m daily expe<SUtion of fome 
(hips trom France with provifions. Payanotos 

• A fequin ii • (;oM coin, v«ltt« about nine ftlillingf m^ 
lii««n- pence uf our EngUfli inonejr. 

made 
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made feveral of the Turkilh (hips hoift Frencli 
colours, and fent them out to fea in the nighr 
time, the next day they failed back into the 
road where the Ottoman fleet was lying, who 
received them with a general fliout of joy. 
Payanotos, who was treating with the council 
of. war of Candia, perfuaded them that the 
French king had deferted the republic, in favour 
of the Turks, whofe ally he was ; and this ftra- 
tagem haftened the capitulation, l^he captain- 
general Morofini was accufed in open fenate of 
having betrayed the republic. However, he was 
defended as ftrongly as he was accufed. Here 
is another conformity between this ftate and 
the antient republics of Greece and Rome, 
efpecially the latter. Morofini fuffificiently 
cleared his character afterwards by taking 
Peloponnefus, now called the Morea, from 
the Turks, a conqueft which Venice enjoyed 
but a, very {hort time. This great man died 
doge, and left behind him a reputation which 
will laft as long as the republic, which he fo 
eminently ferved* 

Of Sabbatei-Sevi, who afllimed the Cha-r 
racier of Messiah. 

DURING the war of Candia there hap- 
pened an event among the Turks which 
attra£ted the attention of all Europe and Afia. 
A general rumour had prevailed, founded en 
idle curioiity, that the year 1666 was to be the 
epoch of a great revolution in the world. This 
opinion took its rife from the myftical number 
666, which is found in the Revelations. Never 
was the attempt of Anti-Chrifl fa univerfal. 
F 3 The 
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The Jews on their fide pretended that this 
was the year in which their MeiKah was to 
be born. 

A Jew/)f Smyrna named Sabbatei-Sevi, a man 
of tolerable learning, and fon to a rich broker 
of the Engiiih fadory, took advantage of this 
general prcpofleiTion, and declared himfelf to 
be the McfTiah. He was eloquent, had an en- 
gaging figure, afte£ted great modeflfy, preached 
up juitice, delivered himfelf with the air of an 
oracle, and declared every where that the full- 
ncfs of time was rome. He travelled at firft 
into Greece and Italy. He ran away with a 

!/oung girl at Leghorn, whom he brought with 
lim tQ Jerufalem, where he began to harangue 
hi!< brethren. One of his difcipies, ca)lc<i Na« 
than, ofTered to ad the part of Elias, while 
Sabbatei aiTumed the charadier of the Meffiah. 
Thcfe two reformed the fynagogue at Jerufalem. 
Nathan explained the prophets, and clearly 
proved that before the end of the year the ful- 
tan would be dethroned, and Jerufalem become 
the miftrcfs of the world. All the Jews of 
Syria became profelvtes to them. The fyna- 
gogues refounded with the ancient prediction ti 
they nlicd upon the words of Ifaiah, ^* Arife 
Jerufalem, arifc in thy ftrtn^th and in thy glory j 
tl)cre iball be no more uncircumcifed nor tm« 
pure pcrfons among you.** All the Rabbins 
bad this paflaee in their mouths : ^^ Thither 
ihall your brethren be fent for from all parts of 
the world to Jerufalem, even to the holy moun- 
tain i they ihall come in chariots, and in litters, 
and on mules, and in waggons.'^ In (hort, an 
hundred of the like fentences, which were re- 
peated by the women and children^ kept up 

the(e 
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thcfe idle hopes. There was not a fmgle Jew 
but made prejparations for lodging in his houfe 
one of the old ten tribes which had been dif- 
perfed; and the prepofleffion was fo ftrong, 
that thefe people every where negleSed their 
trade, and kept in readinefs to make a journey 
to Jerufalem. 

Nathan made choice of twelve perfons in 
Damafcus, to preftde over the twelve tribes. 
Sabbatei-Sevi took a journey to Smyrna, to 
ihew himfelf to the brethren there. During^his 
refidence in that city, Nathan wrote to him in x 
this ftile : ** King of kings, lord of lords, when \ 
fhali we be worthy to lie down in the fhadow ';y 
of your afs ? I proftrate myfelf to be trampled 
beneath the fole of your feet." Sabbatei de- 
pofed certain dodiors of the law, who refufed 
to own him, and placed others more tra£^able 
in their room. One of the moft violent of his 
enemies, called Samuel Pennia, was publicly 
converted to him, and acknowledged him to be 
the fon of God. Sabbatei having one day pre- 
fented himfelf before the cadi of Smyrna, with 
a croud of his followers, every one affirmed that 
they faw a column of fire between him and the 
cadi. Some few miracles of the fame nature 
confirmed the authority of his miffion. Several 
Jews brought their gold and jewels, and laid 
diem at his feet. 

The bafliaw of Smyrna refolved to have 
him feized ; but Sabbatei departed for Con-, 
ilantinople wiiifr the moft zealous of his difciples. 
The grand vizir, Cuprogli, who was then fet- 
ting out for the fiege of Candia, fent to take 
him out of the fhip that was carrying him over 
to Conftantinople, and ordered him to be thrown 
F 4 ^ into 
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into prifoni 7^e Jews eafily obtained entrance 
into the prifon by paying for it, as is the cuftotn 
In Turky, and came m crouds to proftrace 
themfelves at his ketf and kifs his chains. He 
fpcnt his time in preaching to, exhortine, and 
bicfling thtm, without uttering the lean com* 
plaint, ^rhe Jewsof Conftancinopleyperfuadcd 
that the commg of the Mciiiah would abolifti 
Sill debts, rcfufcd to pav their creditors. The 
Knglifh merchants of Gfalata bethoueht them- 
felves of paying a vifit to Sabbatei in nis prifon, 
and told nim» that as king of the Jews it be* 
hoved him to order his fubje£b to pay their 
debts. Sabbatei thereupon wrote in thefe terms 
to thofe who were compbined againft. ** To 
you who wait for the falvation of Ifrael, &c. 
difcharge your lawful debts, otherwife vou (ball 
not partake of our joy, nor enter wltn us into 
our kingdom*" 

Sabbacei*s prifon was entirely filled with thofe 
who came to worQiip him. The Jews began 
to raife fome didurbances in Conftantinople. 
''i'he people were in general very much dif- 
pieafed with Mahomet iV. It was feared that 
the prcdidion of the Jews would occafion fome 
commotions. It feemed likely that fo flriA 
ft government »$ that of the 7*urks would 
have put any perfon to death who had called 
himfeff kin;? of Ifrael : however, they con- 
tented themfelves with removing; Sabbatei to the 
iadir of the Dardanells. The Jews at that time 
tl)()U{',ht it wAb not in the powej^pf man to take 
aw;tv his life. 

l(i» fame had reached into all the countries 
(J iMjfo) c 'f he was received at the Dardanclls 
I) diiuiiivk ftoin the Jew* cf Poland, Germany, 

Leg* 
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Leghorn, Venice, and Amfterdam, who payed 
deariy for permiiiion to kifs his feet, and this 
is probably what faved his hfe. The Holy 
Land was quietly divided by him and his fol- 
lowers in the prifon. At length the noife of 
his miracles was fo great, that fultan Mahomet 
had a curiofity to fee this man, and put fome 
queftions to him hirhfelf. Accordingly this king 
of the Jews was brought to the feraglio. The 
fulran afked him in the Turkifli language, *' If 
he was th^ Meffiab/' Sabbatei modeftly replied, 
*' He was," But as he fpoke the Turkifh lan- 
guage very incorreftly,. Mahomet told him 
that '* He fpoke very badly for a MefEah, who 
ought to have the gift of tongues." " Doft 
thou perform miracles, continued the fultan ?'* 
*' Sometimes, anfwered Sabbatei," Well then„ 
faid the emperor, let him be inftantly ftripped 
naked, hefhall be placed as a mark for my Ichog- 
lans to fhoot their arrows at; and if he is in- 
vulnerable, we will acknowledge him as the Mef- 
fiah." Sabbatei hearing this, immediately fell 
upon his knees, and confefTed that this was a 
miracle which exceeded his power. He then 
had his choice of being impaled alive, or of turn- 
ing Muffulman, and going publicly to mofque. 
He was not long hefitating, but inftantly em- 
braced the Turkifh religion. He then declared 
that he had been fent to fubftitute the Turkifh 
religion in room of the Jewifh, according to the 
ancient prophecies.. Notwithftanding this, the 
Jews of "the more diftant parts continued to be- 
lieve in him for a long time ; and this fcene,. 
which paflcd without any bloodfhed, encreafed 
the fhame and confufion of t!iift%Wtfon. 

F. 5 Som^e 
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Some time after the Jews had met with this 
difgrace in the Ottoman empire^the Chriftiant 
of the Latin church underwent a morti/ication of 
a different kind : they had hitherto alwavi kept 
poffeffion of the holy fepulchre at Jerufaiem, by 
meanf of the money they were fupplicd with by 
feveral of the princes of their communion^ efpe- 
cially the king of Spain. But that Payanotoi* 
who had concluded the treaty for the delivery of 
Candia, obtained of the erand vizir, Achmet 
Cuproglf, that the Greek church (hould thence- 
forwards have the cuftody of all the holy places 
about Jcrufalem. The religious qf the Latin 
church oppofed this by formal procefs. Tlie af- 
fair was pleaded firft before the cadi of Jerufalem^ 
and afterwards in the great divan of Conftanti* 
nople, who declared the pretenfion of the Greek 
church to be juftly founded, as Jerufalem had 
been >vithin its aiftridl before the time of the 
crufades. The pains the Turks took to enquire 
into the claims and rights of their chriftian fub- 
jcdls, and the pcrmtifion they gave them of 
cxercifing their religion in the very place where 
it was iirft formed, is a very (hiking example 
of a government at once cruel and indigent. 
When the Greeks attempted, in virtue of the 
fcntcnce of the divan, to enter into pofleffion, 
thefe very Latins made refiftance, and fome 
lives were loft on the occafion. The govern- 
ment puniflied no one with death : a frefli 
proof of the humanity of the vizir Cuprogli, 
who fee feveral examples that have feldom been 
followed. One of his predeceflbrs in 1638, 
ordered the famous Greek patriarch of Con- 
ftantinople, Cyril, to be ftrangled upon the 
a re- 
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Ideated complaints of thofe of his church. The 
mildnefs or cruelty of an adminiftration evefy 
where depends upon die character of thofe who 
goven^ 

CHAP. CLXL 

Progress of the TURKS. The Sxegb 

•of'VIENNA. 

THE torrent of the Ottoman *p»wer drd 
not only overfpread Candia and the iflands 
belonging to the Venetian republic, but it like* 
wife freqoently penetrated into Poland and 
Hungary. The fame Mahomet IV. who had 
taken Candia by his grand-vifir, marched in 
perion againft the Poles, under pretence of pro-* 
tedlingtheCoflack^, who had been ill-treated by 
them. He took ftx>m them the Ukraine, Podo* 
lia, Wolhinia, and the city of Kaminiek 5 and 
WQuld not make peace with them till ^ 
they had agreed to pay him an annual ^ 
tribute of twenty thoufand crowns, from which 
John Sobie(ki foon afterwards fet them free. 

The Turks had fufiered Hungary to breathe 
during the thirty years war which overturned 
Germany. From the year 1541 they had been 
in pofleflion of both iides the Danube, to Buda, 
incluflvely. The conquefts of Amurath IV. in 
Periia had prevented him from turning his arms 
towards Germany. All TraniilVania belonged 
to princes whom the emperors Ferdinand XL 
and IIL W^c obliged to keep fair with, and 
F 6 wha 
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who were tributaries to the Turks. What re- 
mained of Hungary enjoyed its liberty. It was 
not fo in the time of the emperor Leopold : Up- 
per Hungary and Tranfllvania were the theatres 
of revolutidnSf warsy and devaftation. 

Of all the people who have pafled under our 
review in the courfe of this hiftory, none ap- 
pear to have been more miferable than the Hun- 
f;arians. Their country, which was depopu* 
ated) poor, and diftradled between the catholic 
and proteftant fa£lions, and ieveral othert^ 
was at the fame time over-run by the armies 
of the Turks and the empire* It is faid that 
Ragotflci, prince of IVanulvania, was the firft 
caufe of all thefe misfortunes i he was a tribu- 
tary to the Porte, and by refufing to pay bit 
tribute, drew the Ottoman arms upon him* 
The emperor Leopold fent a body of troops to 
oppofe the Turks, under the command ofMon- 
tecuculli, who was afterwards rival to the famous 
^rurenne. Lewis XIV. likewife fent fix thou- 
fand men to the aiSftance of the emperor of 
Gcrmanv, his natural enemv. They had a 
1(67 ^^^ '" ^^^ famous oattle of St. Go- 
^^ thard, in which Montecuculli beat the 
Tjirks. But, notwlthftanding this viAory, the 
166^ Ottoman empire made an advantageous 
^ peace, by which it kept fiuda, andeven 
Ncdhaufel and Tranfllvania. 

'i'hc Hungarians, after being delivered from 
t)te Turks, endeavoured in the next place to 
ddcnd their liberties againft the emperor Leo- 

Cdid, who refpedled no privileges but thofe of 
is own crown. New troubles now broke ' 
forth: young Kmeric Tekeli, a Hungarian 
nobleman, wno had the blood of his frienda 

and 
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and relations to revenge, which had been flied 
by the court of Vienna, prevailed on that part 
of Hungary which was under the dominion of 
the emperor Leopold to revolt, and put him- 
felf under the proteQion of fultan Mahomet IV* 
who made him king of Upper Hungary. The 
Ottoman Porte at that time gave four crowns 
to Chriftian princes, namely, thofe of Upper 
Hungary, Tran(ilvania> Waiachia, and Mol- 
davia* 

The blood of the Hungarian noblemen of 
Tekeli's party, which had been fpilt by the 
hands of the common executioner at Vienna, 
had well nigh coft Leopold and his family the 
lofs of Vienna and Auilria. Cara Muftapha, 
who fucceeded Achmet CuprogU as prime-mir- 
nifier, was ordered by Mahomet IV. to attack 
the emperor, under pretence of revenging Te^ 
keli. The fultan himfelf came and aflembled 
his army in the plains of Adrianopolis, which 
was one of the moft numerous that the Turks 
had ever fent into the field. It confifted of up- 
wards of one hundred thoufand regular troops, 
about thirty thoufand Crim-Tartars, which, 
together with the volunteers, thofe who ferved 
the artillery, thofe who had care of the bag- 
gage and provifions, the workmen of all kinds, 
and the fervants, made in all full three hundred 
thoufand men. The whole kingdom of Hun- 
gary was hardly fuificient to furniih provifions 
for this multitude. Cara Muftapha met with 
no oppofition in his march, and ad- | , ^ 
vanced without refiftance to the very '^^/o ' 

i rates of Vienna, and immediately ^* 

aid fiege to the city. 

Count 
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Count Starcmbcrg, who was governor of the 
city, had a garrifon whofe proper eftaUifbmenc 
was one dioufand fix hundred men, of which 
there were not above half the number ttkOive. 
The burghers who remained in the town were 
ail armed $ and even the univerfhy itfelf, the 
profeflbrs and the ftudents, mounted euard ; and 
their comfnanding oiBcer was a phymian. The 
retreat of the emperor Leopold encreafed the 
general alarm ; he had withdrawn from Vienna 
ever fmcc die 7th of Jtfly with the emprefs bis 
mother-in-law, his wife, and all the family. 
Vienna, which was very badly fortified, could 
not hold out long. Tne Turkiih annals fay 
that Cara Muftapha had formed the defien of 
fetting up a new empire in Vienna and Hun- 
gary, independent of the fultan ; and that hav- 
ing entert^ned a notion that there mufi be im« 
menfe treafures in a place which was the refi* 
dence of the German emperors, he for that 
reafon did not pufli the iiege fo vi^oroufly as 
h^ ought to have done, fearing that if the city 
fliould be taken by aiiault, the general plunder 
ihould deprive him of part of tnefe imaginary 
riches. He never eave a general aflaulc*, tho* 
there were many large breaches in the place, 
and though he knew the town to be without 
any hopes of afliftance. This infatuation in 
the* grand vizir, together with his luxury and 
effeminacy, favcd Vienna, which otherwife 
muft have fallen. It gave time to John Sobiefki, 

• AcoordiDs to tbeChriiUaa bUloriam the Tartucwrkd 
•a tlicir opcratiofu with great n$<mr, faaving giv«o f«. 
peitcdaflaato, ia wbkb Uw/ wm alirsjf r^vUed wKli 

king 
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king of Poland, to come to its affiftance, and to 
Charles V. duke of Lorraine and the princes of 
the empire to aflemble an army. The Janii&ries 
murmured; and faint-heartednefs fucoeeding to 
indignation, they cried out, ** Approach infi- 
dels, you have only to (hew your hats, and we 
fliall fly.*' 

This was aftually the cafe ; for « 
no fooner had the king of Poland ^^g^ 
and the dukebf Lorraine defeendcd ^3 
from the mountain of Calemberg, than the 
Turks took to flight, without ftr ikiits a blow* 
Cara Muflapha, who thought to find ?ttch great 
riches in Vienna, left all his own in Sobiefki'a 
power, and on his return home was Arangledb 
Tckelf, who had been made king by this vizir, 
being foon after fufpeded by the Ottoman Porte 
of carrying on a private correfpondence ,g 
with the emperor of Germany, was ap- ^ 
prehended by the new vizir, and fent in chains 
to Conftantinople. The Turks loft almoft all 
Hungary. * 

The reign of Mahomet IV. was no longer 
famous but for its difgraces : Morofini ,g 
took all Peloponnefus, which was of ^ ' 
much ereater value than Candia. The bombs 
of the Venetian army deftroyed feveral ancient 
monuments which the Turks had ftill left ftand- 
ing, and amongft others the famous temple of 
Athens, dedicated to '* .The unknown Gods." 
The Janiflaries, who attributed all their mif- 
fortunes to the fultan, refolyed to depofe him. 
The caimacan or governor of Conftantinople, 
Muftapha Cuprogli, the xerif of St. Sophia's 
mofque, and the nakif or keeper of Mahomet's 
ftattdard, went in a body, to fignily to the ful- 

taa 
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un that be muft refign the throne, for fuch wai 
the will of the nation* The fultan fpoke a lon^ 
time in juflification of himfelf} but the nakif 
told him, in the people^s name, to abdicate the 
empire, and leave it to his brother Solyman. 
Thereupon Mahomet replied, *^ God's will be 
done, fince his anger has fallen upon tny head ; 
go and tell my brother that God declares bis 
will by the voice of the people." 

Moft of our hiftorians pretend that Maho* 
met IV. was killed by the Janiflaries ; but the 
Turkifh annals teftify that he lived five years 
after being (but up in the feraglio. The fame 
Muftapha Cuprogli who had depofed Mahomet 
IV. ferved as grand vizir under Solyman III. 
He retook part of Hungary, and in fome mca- 
fure reftored the reputation of the Ottoman em- 
pire : but fince that time the limiu of this em- 
pire have never come beyond Belgrade or Te- 
mefwaer. The fult^ns retained Candia, but 
they did not recover the Peloponnefus till the 
year 1715* The famous battles which were 
fought between prince Eugene and the Turks 
has fhewn that they are to be beaten, but not 
that much advantage can be gained over them* 

This government, which is deicribed as fo 
arbitrary and defpotic, appears to have been (o 
only under Mahomet II. Solyman, and Selim, 
who n>ade every thing give way to their wills : 
but under almoft all the other padichas or em- 
perors, efpccially thofe of late years, you will 
find the government of Conftantinoplc to be the 
fame with that of Algiers and Tunis ; you fee 
that in 1703 the emperor Muftapha II. wasfor* 
mally depoied by the militia and citizens of 
C9nftantinople. They did aot even choofe one 

of 
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of his fons to fucceed him, but his brother 
Achmet III. This Achmet himfelf was con- 
demned in 1730 by the Janiflaries and the- 
people to rcfign the fovereign authority to his 
nephew Mahmoud, and obeyed without refif- 
tance, after having facrificed his grand vizir 
and his principal officers to the refentment of 
the nation. Thefe are the abfolute fovereigns 
fo much talked of*. It is imagined that a man 
is by the laws poflefled of defpotic power over 
half the world, becaufe he can with impunity 
commit fome crimes in his own f^^mily, and or- 
der a few flaves to be murdered y but he cannot 
perfecute the nation, and is much oftener op- 
prefled than he opprefles. 

There is a great con tradition in the manners 
of the Turks; they are at once brutal and cha^ 
ritable ; covetous, yet never guilty of theft j 
their idle manner of living never leads them 
either to gaming or intemperance i very few of 
them ufe their privilege of having a number of 
wives, and enjoying feveral flaves ; and there 
is not a great city in Europe where there arc 
lefs common women. Invincibly attached to 
their own religion, they hate and defpife the 

* Defpotifm in a prince mud either depend upon the 
moil implicit obedience in the people, or on the power of 
the fword : but both thefe fupports will fometimes fail, ef- 
pecially in a fierce and barbarous nation. The people may 
be opprefled into rebellion, and the troops incenfed into re- 
volt. In either cafe, the nature of ther government is out 
of the que(lion, The revolution that enfues is the effect 
of violence, and by no means owing to any edablilhed law 
or fundamental conftitution : confequently the depofition 
of a fultan is no proof that the government is not abfolute^ 
it proves no more, than that the executive part of that go- 
vernment has revolted againft the head. 

Chriftians, 
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Chrifthtns, and look upon them su idolaters; 
and yet they fufFer, and even proteA them 
throughout the empire and in their capital ; 
thev permit them to make proceffions in the 
vaft quarter which is fet apart for them 
in Conftantinople ; and four Janiflaries march 
before the procciBon through all the ftreett, to 
preferve them from infults. The Turks arc 
haughty, they know nothing of nobility ; they 
are brave, but have not adopted the cuftom of 
duelling. This is a spod qualicv, which thcv 
have in common with all the Afiatics, whicn 
arifes from their never bearing arms but when 
they go to war* This likewife was the cuftom 
with the Greeks and Romans, and the contrary 
pra£lice was introduced among Chriftians onl^ 
in the times of barbarifm and chivalry, when it 
was made a point of duty and honour to walk 
abroad with fpurs at their heels, and to fit at 
table, or fay their prayers, with a fword by their 
fides. The Chriftian nobility was diftinguiflied 
by this cuftom, which was foon follow^, as I 
have already obferved, by the fcum of the people^ 
and placed in the rank of thofe follies which do 
not appear fuch becaufe we are conver(ant with 
them every day. 
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CHAP. CLXII. 

Of Persia and its Manners ; of the late Re- 
' volution m tliat Empire ; and of Th am as 
Kouli-Can, or Schah Nadir. 

PERSIA was at that time more civilized 
than Turky ; the arts were more honoured 
there, the manners were lefs brutal, and the 
genera] police better obferved. This was not 
merely the effeft of climate ; the Arabians had 
cultivated the arts there for upwards of five- 
centuries. It was they who built Ifpahan, Chi- 
ras, Cafoin, Cafhan, and feveral other great 
cities : the Tyrks, on the contrary, did not build 
one, but fuffered feveral to fall to ruin. Perfia 
was twice fubducd bv the Tartars after the reign 
of the Arabian calipns, but the conquerors did 
not abolifh the arts j and the family of the So- 
phis, during their reign, introduced that gen- 
tlenefs of manners which they had brought 
with them from Armenia, where they had long 
refided. Handicraft works were in general 
thought to be better executed and more itinifhed 
in Perfia than in Turky. The fcieilces met 
with much greater encouragement there : for 
there was hardly a city without eftablifhed coU 
leges, in which the belles lettres were taught. 
The Perfian language, which is fofter and more 
harmonious than that of the Turks, has been 
very fruitful in poetical produSions. They ac- 
knowledge the ancient Greeks for their mafters 
in the fciences, who indeed were the firft pre- 
ceptors to Europe. Accordingly we find that 
the Pcriian philofophy, in the fixteenth and fe- 

venteenth 
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yenicenth century, wa« much the Tame at oun* 
Aftrology wai the growth of their country -^ and 
they were much more addiftcd to it than anv 
other people in the world, ai hsu^ been already 
remarked* The cuftom of diftinguiibing lucky 
day« by a white mark, and the utilucky by a 
black one, ha« been fcrupuioufly prefervcd 
among them ^ this was a common practice with 
the Romanf, who took it from the Afiatic na^ 
tions. The peafantB of our province* (ioFrancir) 
arc not more ftri^l in obfcrving the proper days for 
fowing and planting pointed out in their alfna^ 
nacks, than were the courtiers of Ifnahan in 
obferving the favoura' le or unfavourable bourt 
for beginning any bufinefs. The Perfians, like 
many of our nations, abounded in underftand- 
ing and erron. Some travellers have affirmed 
that this country is not fo well peopled as it 
might be« It is very probable, that in the time 
of the Magi it was both better peopled and more 
fertile i agriculture was then a part of their re- 
ligion i it is, of all other profetTions, that which 
rei|uires the moft numerous family, and which, 
by preferving health and ftrength, enables a 
man more eafily to bring up a number of cbil* 
dren, 

Neverthelefs Ifpahan, before the laft revoltf* 
tlons in Perfta, was as large and as populous as 
London. The city of I'aurit was reckoned to 
contain upwards of five hundred tboufand in* 
habitants, Cacban was thought to be much 
u|>on a footing with Lyons. It ia impoAble 
that a city fliould be well peopled, if the cir- 
cumjacent country is not, urdeis that city fub* 
M^ wholly by a foreign trade. We have ac 
be/I but a very uncertain idea of the population 

of 



;Of PERSIA, tec. 117 

of Turkjr, Perfia, and the other ftates of Ada^ 
excepting that of China ; but it is indubitable^ 
that every civilized country that can raife large 
armies, and abounds in manufa£hires, muil 
have a neceflary number of inhabitants. 

The court of Ifpahan was much more mag- 
nificent than that of Conftantinople. We ima- 
gine we are reading a relation in Xerxes time, 
when we meet, in the accounts of our travellers, 
with horfes covered with rich brocades, ^nd their 
harnefs glittering with gold and precious ftones, 
and the four thoufand gold vafes which Chardin 
tells us were ufed at the king of Pcrfta's table. 
Common things in life, efpecially eatables; were 
three times as cheap at Ifpahan and Conilanti- 
nople as they are with us. This cheapnefs is a 
mark of plenty*; travellers, fuch as Chardin, 
who have been well acquainted with the coun- 
try, do not pretend to tell us that all the lands 
belong to the king. They own that there are 
there, as in all other countries, demefnes be- 
longing to the king, lands fet apart f(ir the 
clergy, and eflates which belong by right to 
individuals, which are tranfmitted from father 
to fon. 

All the accounts we have of Perfia confirm to 
us, that there is no monarchical Hate where the 
privileges of focicty are more enjoyed. The 
people there have more refources againfl melan- 
choly, which is the poifbn of liie, than any 

' * This it not always tbe cafe. There are countries in 
which provision is fcarce, but money ftill fcarcer | of con- 
lieqiience the money will be counted more valuable than the 
provifion, and the pike will be comparatively lower than 
in other countries, where there is more money and more 
abundance. 

Other 
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other nation of the Eaft ; they aflemblcd too- 
ther in fpacious rooms, which they call Coffee- 
houfes, where fome amufed themfelves with 
drinking that h'quor, which did not*come into 
vogue with us till towards the end of the fevcn- 
teenth century. Others talked or read -, and 
others liftened to the tellers of ftories i while 
at one end of the room a prieft was preaching 
for a triflng fum of money, and at the other 
end a fort of men, who make an art of amu- 
fing others, were difplaying their talents. Thefe 
are all marks of a fociable people, and fuch as 
deferved to have been happy ; and it is faid that 
they were fo under the reign of Shah Abbas, 
called the Great. This pretended ereat maa 
was very cruel ; but there are examples of men 
of a brutal difpofition who have loved order 
and the good of the common-weal. A tyrant 
exercifes his cruelty only upon thofe who are 
more immediatelv under his eye, and this very 
tyrant may, by his laws, fometimes prove a 
benefa£tor to the country in general. 

Shah Abbas, who was a defcendant of Sophi 
Ifmael, got pofleffion of defpotic power, by 
deftroying a militia, which was much the fame 
as chat of the Janiflaries and the Praetorian 
guards. It was thus that czar Peter, in order 
to eftablifh his power, deftroyed the Strelits 
militia in Ruflia. We may ob(erve in all coun- 
tries, that the throne is ftrenethened by troops 
divided into fmall bodies ; and that on the con- 
trary, thofe troops united in one great body, 
have frequently difpofed of the throne, aod 
even fubverted it» Shah-Abbas traafported tbc 
inhabitants of one country into another, which 
is what the Turks never have done. Thefe 

colonies 
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colonies feldom fucceed. Of thir^ tfaouiaiMl 
Cbriftian families, which Shah- Abbas tranr-* 
-ported out of Armenia and Geoigia, into Ma* 
zanderan by the Caipian Sea, there are but five 
hundred at prefent remaining: but he built 
feveral public edifices, rebuilt many towns, and 
raifed fome ufeful foundations. He retook 
from the Turks all that the fultans Solyman and 
Selim had conquered from Perfia. He drove 
the Portuguefe out of Ormus* By all thefe 
stEts he ^ined the name of great. He died in 
i6zQ. His fon Shah Sophi, who was ftill more 
cruel than Shah-Abbas, and not fo good a fol- 
dier or politician, and who was ftupified in de- 
bauchery, had an unhappy reign. The grand 
Moj^ul, Shah Gean, took Candahar from the 
Periians, and fultan Amurath IV. took Bag4at 
by allault in 1638. 

Since that time you qiay perceive the Perfian 
monarchy vifibly declining, till at length the ef- 
feminacy of the dynafty of the Sophis com- 
pleated its ruin. The eunuchs governed both 
the feraglio and the empire, under Sophi Mufa 
and Hufiein, the laft of that race. It is the 
greateft debaiement to human nature, and the 
particular fcandal of the Eafl, to deprive men 
of their virility ; and it is the higbeft ftretch 
of defpotifm to truft the reins of government 
to the hands of fuch wretches : where-ever 
they have had great power, the decline and ruin 
of that ftate have been the inevitable confe- 
quences. 

ShahHufliein's weakneis reduced the empire 
to fo languid a ftate, aud it was moreover fo 
violently diftraded by the faSkions of the black 
and whue eunuchs, that this dynafty muft have 

fallen 
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fallen of itfelf^ even had it not been deftroyed 
bv Mir-Weis and his Aeuans. It has been 
tne fate of Perfu, that all its dynafties rofe by 
ftrength, and were overturned by weakneft. 
Almoft all its royal families had the fate of Sar« 
dan-pully or Sardanapalus as he is called. Thefe 
Aguans, who overturned the Perfian ftate in 
the beginning of the prefcnt century, were an 
ancient colony of Tartars, inhabiting the 
mountains of Candahar, between India and 
Perfia. Almoft all the revolutions which have 
chano,cd the fate of theft countries have hap- 
pened by Tartars, The Perfians had retaken 
Candahar from the Mogul, in the vear i6cOf 
tinder Shah- Abbas II. This proved tneir misk>r- 
tune. Shah Huflein's minifier ufed the Aguans 
ill J Mir-Weis, who was no more than a pri- 
vate perfon, but of a courageous and enterpri* 
fine fpirit, put himfelf at their head. 

This w«s alfo one of thofe revolutions in 
which the character of the people, by whom 
it was brought about, had a greater (hare than 
the charadlers of their leaders ; for Mir-Weis 
having been aflaflinated, and his place filled up 
by another barbarian, named Mahmud, who 
was his own nephew, and no more than eigh- 
teen years old, it was not likely that this 
voung man could do much of himfelf, or that 
ne could manage thcfe troops of undifciplined 
mountaineers, as our generals conduct regular 
armies. Huflein's government was fallen into 
contempt, and the province of Candahar hav- 
ing began the infurrediion, the piovinces of 
Caucasus on the fide of Georgia revolted alfo. 
At length Mahmud laid fiege to Ifpahan in che 
year 1722, Shah HuITein gave up the capital 

to 
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txrhim, abdicated the kingdom at his feet, and 
acknowledged him as his mailer, and thought 
himfelf happy that Mafamud would condefcend 
to marnr his daughter. 

In all the fcenes of human cruelty and mi- 
feries which have fell under our obfervation, 
fince the time of Charlemagne, there is not 
any fo Kordble as the confequences which at- 
tended the revolution in Perfia. Mahmud 
thought there was no other way to confirm his 
f)ower, but by putting to death the principal 
citizens, with their families. The whole king- 
dom of Perfia has been for thefelaft thirty years 
what Germany was before the peace of Weft- 
phalia, France in the time of Charles, and 
England in the wars of the white and red rofes. 
But Perfia had fallen from a more flourifliing 
ftate into a greater abyfs of misfortunes. 

Religion had likewife a fliare in thefe calami- 
ties. The Aguans were followers of Omar, 
and the Perfians of Ali ; and this Mahmud, 
who was chief of the Aguans, mixed the mod 
defpicable Aiperflition with the moft dsteftable 
cruelties. He died mad in the year 17^5, after 
having laid Perfia wafte. A frefli ufurper of 
the Aguan nation fucceeded him, called Afraf. 
The defolation of Perfia now redoubled on all 
fides. The Turks over- run it on the fide of 
Georgia, the ancient Colchis. The Ruffians 
fell upon its provinces to the north- weft of the 
Cafpian Sea, as far as the gates of Derbent, in 
the country of Shervan, which was the ancient 
Iberia and Albania. We are not told what be- 
came of the dethroned Schah-HufTein dQring 
all thefe troubles. This prince is knov/n only 
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by having ferved as an «ra to the mifertet of hit 
country. 

One of this emperor's fons, named Thamas, 
who had efcaped the maflacre of the Imperial 
family, ftill found Tome faithful fuhjeds, who 
gathered about him in Taurus. Times of ctril 
wars and commotions always produce extraor* 
dinary men, who wouM have remained unno-» 
ticed in peaceable titnes. A fhepherd's fon* 

became 

* According to the fceoont pabllilied by Mr. Trwktg 
who rcfided nuiny ye«n in PtrHn, and p«rf«Qly underilood 
the tanguage of the country, Nedtr>K«li (ibr fo he wit 
called) waf fon to the chief of a cUn of the Ufflu tribe, 
and governor of a fortrefs in the province of Chorafaa. 
His uncle, having In his minority, ufurped this government* 
Kadir-ICuli entered into the fcrvioe of the 'governor of 
Mufhad. He comnuinded in an expedition againft tte 
Tartan, who had made an irniption Into ChoraCui* and 
obtained a complete vi^ry over them. Inilead of betng 
revrarded for this important fervicc, he had the mortification 
to fee a courtier put over hli liead, and when he expoftu« 
iated with the governor of Miiflud on this in}aftice» ht t%» 
velved the baftinado, and wae turned out of tho ierficn. 
Then he retired to the place of bis nativity, whero he met 
with a very cold reception from his uncle and other rcla* 
'tioni» and being reduced to indigence, robbed on the high- 
vay. He condoled himfelf in this oceopation with Asdi 
eddreft, that In a little time his gang amounted to Ave hnn- 
dred choice men in armii with whom he laid the wholf 
country under contribution. He was afterwardi joined by 
fifteen hundred men, under the command of Sif 0*denbef» 
a general in the army of Shah Thamu, which he aban- 
doned on receiving intimation ijut his foverelgn Intended 
to ralce away hit life. Nadir-Kuii waa now becoHM lb for- 
midable, that his uncle made advancea to him, and ev«i 
procured hit pardon from Shah Thamai, on condition that 
he (huuld enter into the fervice of his fovereign. In confe- 
qu«:nce of this reconciliation, he was feailed in the fbrtreft, 
ihe government of which wai hit hereditary right | and be 

took 
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bfcxme the proteSbx of prince TJbuimaS) and 
the 6»gfoa of thu tluroiae which he after^ 

wards 



tqpji that opportanity •£ tuth^ die placi^ i^fter having 
aflafBiutipd du: uncle : thus he became mafter of aU the ad- 
jaeent coutttry-. Shalt Thamas bein^ threateiied with Hn» 
jMriiatB «Biii9 tannad in fay tbe Afghana cm oae fide, aindl 
tb« Torira ooHiie etbev« thought peeper to aialfe ule*of Kadtr« 
Knli* wbombeoaoexDorepacdoBcd^ and admitted iQto bis 
fervice. Though Nadir aS^ed in an inferior flation^ bie 
fooa ftemmed the tide of the'Turkiih fuccefs, which had 
been for fome time uninterrupted. He repuUed them on feVc« 
ral occafions, and ingratiated himfelf with his prince to 
fMka.da8ne, thfltl» waa dedared gensml of tbe Peitea 
amqr iatbe pear Z7a8. He noar djiooveied great mHitaiy 
talants, dofeatad the eMfliy in viriMia ettgagement a^ an4 
obtained a gaeaf^KiAorsr o^r the ilfgbans, wbidi was fo 
agaKable to Shah Thamaa, that, aa the greateft honour he 
could oanfer on his geooeal, he cmQpKmentBd him with hia 
ooMifiame; fo that iineiiHhis period, bewasoalledThamaa 
IWI^Kban, wUch HgiuAm 4ond Tboms. He now de- 
manded tfaa^poarer jof togryiag money thronghoat the whole 
kuigdon, 4imr the payanent of the army ; -a power, which 
aia it seodorod hiacr ahiblnte. Shah Thamas granted with 
glKst lehiAance. He moreover appointed him generaliffima 
and go fc m or. of JChoeafan, and ga^e him his own aunt in 
maisiage. In icAncn for diefe fiuronrs, he, in a liide time» 
dapoied Um priaee, on pfotento that he bad made a fean- 
daimis peace with the TutJdb ; and :confined him in Tabu^n, 
under a guard of fix thoo&nd Afghtns. liis next ftep was 
to feat upon the throne the infant fon of Shah Thauias, 
vho was now dcclaosd king by the appellation of Shah^ 
Abbas HI. hannediatsily afoer tbis Mwolutioo, he marched 
a^aiaft the Taddfli general Topal Othman Balha, whofe 
army amoumed to fizty tIraMand men, and routed it with 
gaeat flaogbter, the Bafla faimietf having been ilain injrhe 
beginning of tbe adion» He continued to reduce place 
ifor place, until theXuakswere driven out of alt their con- 
quefts t heiobltgod the* Ruffians to evacuate the plaoes. they 
bad (sken.in Eei^ mid concluded peace with both. Iia» 
ving thus reftored the tranquility of the kingdom, he fum- 
G % moned 
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wards ufurped. ' This man, who had raired 
himfelf to thcv rank of the grcateft conouerors, 
was called Nadir. He kept his father's meep lit 
the plains of Chorafan, a part of the ancient 
Hyrcania and Ba£iria. Wc muft not figure to 
ourfelves thcfe fliepherds the fame as ours. The 
paftoral life, which has been preferved in feveral 
countries in Afia, is not without its opulency* 
The tents of fome of th^fe rich (hepherds arc 
of much greater value than the boufes of foitie 
of our beft farmers. Nadir fold feveral large 



moned all the nil«ri of provinces,' chiefe of tribet, aM 
governors of cities, to attend him on' a certain day, wfam- 
they came, to the number of fix tboofand, and found him 
encamped on a plain, at the head of an army amooAting to 
one hundred and fifty thoufand men. He told tlwm he had 
now re-eftaUi(hed the peace of his country, and Intended 
to fpend the reft of his days in retirement ; he therefore 
defired they would cled a prif^oe capable of governing 
tbem, and deliberate three days upon the choice. In the 
mean time, his emiflaries gave them to underftand, that it 
would be for their own intereft, and that of their coontry, 
to make him a tender of the crown. The hint was taken, 
and he accepted the ofTer on the three foUoi^ngcooditioBS t 
That the crown (hould be rendered hereditaty in his family I 
that no perfon, on pain of death and confifcation, Ihoqld 
take arms in favour of the dethroned family, on any pre* 
tence whatfoever ; and that in point of religion, a coalitioa 
Aiould be effeded between the fedls of Alt and the Snnni. 
The chief prieft remonflratiog againft this third article^ 
Kuli-Kban ordered him to be ftranglcd immediately : then 
the electors and the people agreed to what he had propoTed, 
and took the oath of aliegiance $ and he was in the month 
of March, in the year 1737, proclaimed emperor of Periia, 
by the name of Nadir Shah. Perceiving that he had made 
the clergy his enemies, he feized their lands and reveonea 
for the payment of hit army, and publiAed an ediA, or* 
deriDg all his fub]e£U to conform to the Sunni religion^ 
an pain of hit royal difpleafure, 

, flocks 
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ibcks belonging ^to his father, and with the 
money put nimfelF at the head of a troop of 
fbanditti ; a thing which is ftill very common 
in thefe countries, where the people have re- 
.tained the manners of antiquity. He offered 
himfelf and his troop to prince Thamas ; and 
by dint of ambition, courage, and ai^ivity, 
rofe to the command of an army. He then 
.took the name of Thamas Kouli-Khan, or.tlie 
•Kan .Thamas's flave: but the ilave wks the 
mailer under this prince, who was as weak and 
.effeminate as his father Huilein. He retook 
Ilpahan and all Perfla ; purfued the new king 
Afraf, as far as Candabar; overcame -««-. 
and took him prifoner, and caufed his ' ^ 
head to be ftiruck oiF, after having firfl plucked . 
•out his eyes. 

- Kouli-Khaji having thus replaced prince 
:Thamas on the throne of his anceftors, and 
jMU it in his power to be ungrateful, refolved 
to prevent his being fo» aodimit him up in the 
capital of Chorafan. He flill continued to a£t 
uxvder the <VMne of thc^ prince he kept a prifoner. 
«He made war upon the Turk, well knowing 
that his poyrcr was to be flrengthened only by 
thofe meanis by which he firft acquired it. He 
beat thc"Turks at Erivan, retook all that coun- 
try, and Secured his conquefb by making a peace 
with the Ruf&ans. And now he caufed him- 
felf to be declared kfng of Perfia, under , 
the name of Shah NadirJ On this oc- ' ^ 
cafion he did not forget the old cuftom of put- 
ting out the eyes of thofe who had any title to 
-the throne, which piece of cruelty he prac- 
tifed upon his own fovereign Shah Thamas* 
The fame armies which bad ferved to defolate 
G 3 Pcrfia 
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Vtrfit now affifted in rcnderiog her fbrmidaUe 
to her neighbours. KouU-Khan put the Turks 
feveral timet to fli^t. At length he made an 
honourable peace with them, by which they ro* 
ftered to him all that they bad ever taken from 
the Perfiatif, excepting fiagdat and its tetri* 
toriei. 

Kouli-Khan, loaded with crimcf and ftlot/f 
proceeded next to msdce the conqueft ci India^ 
9» we fltall fee in the following chapter. At bis 
return to his own country, he found a party 
formed for the princei of the royal boMj wfa» 
were ftill in being } and in the midft or tbefe 
new commotions be was aflaftnaled by his own 
nephew, Uke Mir*Weis tbe iirft author of the 
revolution. Perfia then became onor mens tke 
theatreof civil wars. Somanydevaftatsoasdeftrov* 
cd commerce smd the arts in this couacry* oy 
deftroyin^ajpartoftheinhabttaats; butwlMwe 
the land it fruicfttl and tbe nation indiiftrioi% 
every thing is flatted agun in tbe end* 



CHAR CLXIIL 
or the M O O U L« 

THIS prodigtoos variety of mannera, ettf- 
tons, laws, and revohstiofis, wbieb base 
all the fame principle of intereft, conAstuiee the 
biftoricid pictureof the univerle. We have not 
foen, either in Perfia or Turkey^ a fon in m* 
bellion againft bis father. In India yoii beheld 
the two ibns of the Great Moguls Geban 

GuiTj 
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Guir, making war fuccei&vely ag^inft their 
father, in tht begiiuiiog of the leventeenth 
century^ One of thefe princes, named Shah 
Gehant made himielf mafler of the empire in 
1627, after the death of his father,. Gehan ' 
Guir, in prqitdice of a grandfon whom he had 
left his fucceflbr. The order of fucceiEon was 
not fettkd by law in Aiia, as it is in the Euro- 
pean nations. Thefe people had one fource 
of evils more than us* 

Shah Gehan, who had rebelled againft his 
father, in the end faw his children rife up againft 
him. It is difficult to comprehend bow fove- 
reigns, who could not hinder their own chil- 
dren from railing armies againft them, could be 
£0 abfolute as ibme would perfuade us they ar?. 
India appears to have been governed nearly i;i 
the fame manner as the kingdoms of Europe 
at ^e time of the j^eat fiefs. The governors 
of the provinces of Indoftan were m^fters in . 
their own governments, and viceroyalties were 
given to the. emperor's children. This mvfik 
manifeftly be an eternal fubjed of civil wars : 
accordingly, as fopn as the emperor Shah Gehan 
began to decline in his healthy his four chil- 
dren, who had each the command of a pro- ' 
vince, took up arms for the fucceffion. They 
agreed in dethroning their father, and made 
war upon each other. ExaAly the fame thing 
happened here as to Lewis the Feeble, or the 
Debonnair. The moft wicked of the four bro- 
thers, Aurengzeb, proved the moft fortunate. 

The fame hypocrify which all have remarked 
in Cromwell was found in this Indian prince, 
together with the fame diffimulation and cru- 
elty, but with a mor^ unnatural heart. He at 
/ G 4 firft 
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firft joined with one of his brothers, and tmd9 
himielf mafter of the perfon of his father Shak 
Gehan, whom he kept ever afterwards in 
prifon : he then aflailinated this very brother^ 
whom he had made ufe of as a dane;erou9 in- 
Urument, which he was now refolved to get rid 
of; after which he purfued hrs other two bro- 
thers, whom be conquered^ and caufed to b$ 
ftranded one after another. 

The old emperor, however, was ftill living, 
but kept under the moft rigorous confinement 
by his fon Aurengzeb } and his name was often 
made ufe of as a pretext for carrving on plots 
againft the tyrant. At length, his father beine 
taken with a flight bidifpofition^ he fent his 
own phyfician to attend him, and the old man 
died, it was generally believed througboot 
Afia, that Aurenezeb bad ooifoned htm. No 
man was ever a ftron^er initance that fuccefs is 
not the reward of virtue. This man, ftained 
V 1th the blood of his brothers, and guilty of 
his father's death, fucceeded in all his under* 
takings, and died in 1707, after having attain- 
cd the age of an hundrea and three*. Never 

• Hit three brothers were celled Dsra-che^ Moral- 
BekchI, and Sultan-Sujah. Hit elder brother, Darft-clia, 
after having bcco dfefeated by him in a bloody battle, wae 
betrayed into hit handt and beheaded. He Unprifoocd 
Morat-Baltchi in die fortrcfe of Oonateor, and Su}ta»« 
Sujah fled Into the tdngdom of Arakan. Aurengaeb n* 
fembled Oliver Cromwell In hit fuperAitioo, at well ae In 
his perAdy and ambition } for, when he afccnded tbs 
throne, he impoCei\ a penance on himfelf for the expiation 
«f hit ctiincs. Ha lived upon barley bread, herbe, aod 
fwratmeati, and dr;)nk nothing but water. Thie tcmpc« 
r.iiR-, no doubt, cuntribiited to hie longevltVi tlioogh ic 
ntvci ivsched to tlie a|c of one liundrcd. 

had 
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kad any prince a longer or more fortunate ca- 
reer. He added to the Mogul's empire, the 
kingdoms of Vifapour and Golconda, all the 
country of Carnate, and almoft the whole of 
that great ifthmus which confines the coafts of 
Coromandel and Malabar. Thi^ man^ who 
would have fuffered the moft ignominious death, 
had he been tried by the common laws of na- 
tions, was, without contradiftion, the moft 
powerful prince in the univerfe. 

The magnificence of the^ kings of Perfia, 
dazzling as it may appear to us, was only the 
attempt of a middling court, to {hew fome- 
thing like fplendor, in comparifon with the 
riches of Aurengzeb. 

In all times the Afiatic princes have accumu- 
lated treafures, their riches . confifting in what 
they can heap up ; whereas the wealth of the 
European princes confifts in the money that 
circulates in their dominions. The treafure 
amafled by Tamerlane was ilill in being, and 
his fucceflors had been continually adding to it. 
Aurengzeb increafed it by moftaftonilhing riches. 
One of histhrones only was valued by Tavernier 
at one hundred and fixty millions of the money 
of his time, which is more than three hundred 
millions of the prefent currency. The canopy 
of this throne was fupported by twelve pillars 
of gold, furrounded with large pearls. The 
canopy itfelf v^s of pearls and diamonds, and 
at the top was a peacock, who fpread a tail of 
precious ftpnes : all the reft was in proportion 
to this aftonifhmg magnificence. The greateft 
feftival of the year was that day on which the 
emperor was weighed in a pair of golden fcales 
in pxefence of the people, and on this day he 
G 5 received 
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received {iirQrexits to the anBouat of shave B&f 
jniilioDS. 

If ever dimtte influenced the jnannen of 
fnen» it is afluredly that of India. The enw 
))eror8 difplay the fame luxury, and lead the 
feme effeminate livea as thoft Indian kings men* 
tioned by Quintus Curtius y and the Tartartp 
ivho conquered this country, have inicnfibly 
adopted the fame manners and become Indians* 

All this excefi of opulence and luxury only 
fcrved to make the ftate more unhappy. In the 
year 17399 the fame thing happened to Maba- 
mad-Shah, Aurengzeb's grandlbn, as befel 
Crcefus, to whom it was faid, ** You have 
indeed much gold, but he that can make a bet« 
ter ufe of fteel than youp will deprive you of 
this gold." 

Thamas KouIi-IChan, who had raifed bini- 
ielf to the throne of P.erfia, after having de<* 
pofed his fovereign, conquered the Afghans, and 
took Candahar, purfued his fitccefs, and march- 
cd to the capital of India, for no other reafoo 
than to deprive the Mogul of all. thofe trea- 
fures which his anceftors had taken from the 
Indians. There is not an inftance of fo ni^ 
merous an army as that which the great MmuI 
zaifed againft Thamas Kouli-Khan, nor of fo 
weak a conduct as that of this prince. He 
))rought twelve hundred thoufand men, ten thou- 
£ind pieces of cannon, and two thousand armed 
flephants, into the field, to oppofe the coo^ 
queror of Perfia, who had with him only iixty 
thoufand men. Dariua did not bring fp great a 
ferce againft Alexander. 

It is farther faid, that this vaft multitude of 
Indiana was covered by intrenchments fix leagues 

m 
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ia kjigtb, an that fide by which Kouli-Khan 
could attack them. So prodigious an army 
was AiiEcient to furround its enemies, cu^ 
them off from ail convuunicalion, and deftroy 
tfaem t^ famiae, in a country with which they. 
wer« unacquainted. Inftead of that, the little- 
Periian army befiesed the great one, cut off its 
fupplies of proviuoos, and deHroyed it piece- 
meaJ. The great mogul, Mahamad, feeme4 
to have come thither only to make a parade of 
bis vain grandeur, and fubjedl it to the powe^ 
of thefe diiciplined robbers : in fa£l, he came 
and humbled himfelf to Thamas Kouli-£han| 
who talked to him in a nugillerial tone, and 
treated him as his fubje^S:. This conqueror now 
entered Deli, wbidi is reprefented as a city 
larger and more popukms than either Loodoiji- 
Dr Paris. He drag{;ed this rich and miferablc 
emperor with him where-ever he went. At 
length he fhut him up in a tower, and caure4 
lilmfelf to be proclaimed emperor of India. 
' Some of the late Mogul's officer^,, having 
attempted to feize tb^ opportunity of a night 
when the Perfians were given up to riot ani 
debauch^ to take up arms agaiuft their con- 
querors, Thamas Kouli-Khan delivered the* 
city up to plunder, and every thing was rava* 
ged by fire and (Word. He carried off much^ 
gi^ater riches from Delr than the Spaniards 
had taken at the conq^eft of Mexico. Thefe- 
immenfe treafures, which had been amafied by 
a continual rapine of four centuries, and were 
carried away into Perfia by another .rapine, have 
not prevented the Perfians^ from being a h>ng*. 
time the moil miferable people upon earth- 
Tbefe rkhes ar^ difperfed or buried^^during the 
G 6^ civil 
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civil wars, till fuch time at foirfe future tyrant 
ibould again gather them together* 

Kouli-Khan, when he left India to return 
into Perfia, had the vanity to leave the title of 
emperor to Mahamad-Shah» whom he had de* 
throned ( but he committed the government of 
the empire to a viceroy, who had broueht up the 
great mogul, and had made himielf independent 
of him. He feparated three kingxlomf from 
thif vaft empire, viz, Cachemire, Caboul, and 
Multan, to incorporate them with Perfia^ and 
smpofcd a tribute of feveral millioni on In* 
doKan* 

Indofian then was governed by the viceroy 
and a council, appointed bv Thamaa Kouli* 
Khan« Mahamad, who ftill retained the title 
of king of kings, and fovercign of the uni« 
vcrfe, was a mere phantom. All thtnn had 
now rcfumed their common courfe, whenKouH* 
Khan was aflaflinated in Perfia in the midft of 
his triumphs ; fmce that the Mogul has ceafed 
to pay the tribute, and the provinces which had 
been taken from the empire by the Perfiao 
vidlor have been reannexeo to it. 

We are not to believe that this kin^ of kingt, 
Mahamad, was defpotic before his misfortunes $ 
Aurengzeb, had made himfelf fuch by vigi- 
lance, conqueft, and cruelty. Defpotifm is a 
violent ftate, which fcems not capable of du« 
ration. It is impofliblc that in an empire where 
viceroys keep armies of twenty thoufand men 
in their pay, that thefc viceroys fliould ever 
pay a long or blind obedience to their fovereigm 
The hmU which the emperor beftows on the(e 
vic'foyi become from that inftant independent 
of him. Wc muft be careful how we give 

credit 
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credit to that erroneous affertion, that in India 
the produ£b of the people's labours all belong to 
one man. There are feveral Indian cafts who 
Hill preferve their old pofieffions. The reft of 
the lands have been given to the grandees of 
the empire, the rajas, the nabobs, and the 
'omras. Thefe lands are cultivated as in other 
places, by farmers, who enrich themfelves by 
it, and by colons, who work for their mafters. 
The lower clafs of people are poor in India^ 
notwithftanding the riches of the country, as 
they are in almoft every other part of the world ; 
but thev are not bond flaves, nor confined to a 
particular fpot, as they were formerly in £«• 
rope, and flill continue to be in Poland, Bo- 
hemia, and feveral of the countries of Ger- 
many. The peafant throughout all Afia is at 
liberty to leave his native country whenever he 
is difcontented wih his fituation, and go in 
fearch of a better where he can find it. 

Thd fum of what we have to fay of India in. 
general is, that it is governed as a conquered 
country by thirty tyrants who acknowledge an 
emperor, funk like themfelves into luxury and 
debauch, and who devour the fubftance of the 
people. There are no fixed courts of juftice 
here, the depofitaries of the laws, which protect 
the weak againft the powerful. 

It i$ a problem very difficult to folve, 
that . the gold and filver which comes from 
America into Europe, (hould be conti- 
nually carried into Indoftan, and there fwal- 
lowed up, never again to appear : and that ne* 
verthelefs the people (hould be in general poor, 
and work almoft for nothing. But the reafon 
i$f that the money does not go among the 
3 people. 
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people, it foes to tlic nercbftnlai who pay la^ 
nienfe duties to the governors ; thefe govemon 
give a grext part of their profits to the great 
snoguU and hide the reft. Man's Libour is 
worn ^ycd in this, the richeft country of dke 
earth, than any where elfe; becaufe in every 
country^ the pay of a day labourer feldom cac^ 
ceeds his fubfiftanoe and cloathioff ; now the ex- 
treme fruitfulnefs of the foil iolndia^ and the 
heat of the climate, make fiibfiftaiioe and cloach- 
ang come to Uttle or nothing. The labourer 
who feeks for diaaioikis in tthe mines, earoa 
enough to boy him a little rice, and a cotcott 
ihirt : in all countries the rich hanre the fervkea 
of the poor upon eafy tevms. 

I (hail not repeat what I have already SM of 
thofe idolaters who aiie flill found m gieac 
numbers in India: their fuperftitions are the 
fame as they weve in Alexander's time* The 
Bramins teach tke teie religion ; the women 
ftili throw theaifelves into the fire, which is 
lighted to burn their hufband's body, as has been 
frequently feen by our travellers and merchants* 
Tm difciples of a k& Ibmetimes oiake a point 
of honour of not furviving their mafters. Ta« 
vernier relates, that he was whneft to a wmC^ 
wEtion of this natiue, even in Agra, one of the 
capital cities of India. A bramin bavis^ died^ 
an Indian merchant who had ftudied under him^ 
came to the Dutch lodge, fettled his accouois 
with them, and told them that he was refolved 
to follow his roafter into the other world, and 
adually ftarved himfelf to death, in fpite of all 
their endeavours to perfuadc him to live* 

One thing worthy of obfervation is, that the 
arts hardly ever go out of the families where 

Ihex 
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they are cultivated: the daughters ef artir 
iaas norer oizny but with thpfe of their fa^ 
tb«r^ trade. This is a very ancient cuftonx 
in AGa^ and was formerly a ftanding law ii) 
E«ypt. 

The law in Afia and Africa, which has air 
ways allowed a plurality of wives, cannot be 

Eut in pra&ice by the poor people. The ricii 
ave always reckoned their wives as part of 
their fortunes, and have kept eunuchs to take 
care of them. This has been a cufiom time 
cut of mind in India, as well as throughout al! 
Afia* When the Jews wanted a king above 
three thottiand years ago, Samuel their ma« 
giftrate and high prieft, who oppofed the efia« 
blifhment of the regal power, remonftrated to 
die Jews, that a king wouM lay taxes upon them 
for the fuppoit of his eunuchs. Men mufthave 
been for a long time accuftomed to flavery 
not to look upon fuch a cuftom as wery ex- 
Iraordinary. 

While I was about fiui£hiAg this chapter, a 
new revolution has turned every thing upfide 
down in Indc^lan. The tributary princes, and 
the viceroys, have all fliaken off the yoke. The 
people in the inland countries have dethroned 
their (bvereign. India, like Periia, is becon^e 
the featofciv.il wars. The& difaftersfhew us» 
that the adminiftration was very bad, and at 
the fame time, that this pretended defpotifm had 
no real exiftence* The emperor was not even 
powerful enough to make hunfelf obeyed by a 
faja. 

Our travellers have tm^ined that arbitrary 
power reiided efientially in the perfon of the 
great mogul^ becaufe Aurengzeb fubjedpd 
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every, thing to his will. They have not con- 
fider ed that thi» power is founded wholly on the 
right of arms, and lafts no longer than be who 
cxercifes it has the command of a ftrong army : ' 
and that this very defpotifm which dtrftroys 
every thing, is likewife its own deftroyer. It 
is not a form of government, bat a fubverfion 
of all government* It adopts caprice for rulc^ 
and does not fupport itfelf by the laws, which 
can alone enfure its duration ; and this colofTus 
Alls to the ground the inftant its arm ceafes to 
be outftretched. From its ruins there arife 
feveral petty tyrannical governments, and the 
ftate never refumes a fettled form till the laws 
are reftored to their due funfiions. 

CHAP. CXLIV. 

Of China in the Seventeenth Century, and 
at the beginning of the Eighteenth. 

1 T can certainly be of very little ufe to you 
^ to know that in the Chinele dynafty, which 
wigned after the Tartar dynafty of Gengis- 
can, the emperor Qiiancum lucceeded Kincum, 
ahd Kincum Quancum. It is fuiSctent that 
thefe names are found in the chronological ta- 
bles ; but as you confine your attention wholly 
to events and manners, you will readily pais 
over thefe void fpaces to come at times di* 
ftinguilhed by great things. The fame eftemi- 
nacy which proved the ruin of Perfia and India 
(Kcaftoned a more thorough revolution in China 
in the laft century, than that biought about 

by 
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by Gengis-can and his Tons. The Chinefe 
empire, at the beginning of the feventeentb 
century was in a much happier ftate than either 
India, Perjlia, or Turky. It is not in human 
imagination to form a better plan of govern- 
ment than that by which the great courts of 
juftice are regulated, who are all fubordinate 
to one another, and whofe members mud un« 
dergo the ftri£teft examination before they are 
admitted. Thefe courts regulate all matters in 
China. There are fix fupreme courts who pre- 
fide over all the other courts in the empire* 
The firft infpedls into the conduft of all the 
mandarins ; the fecond manages the finances ; 
the third fuperintends the religious ceremonies, 
and the arts and fciences ^ the fourth diredis 
the affairs relative to war ;. the fifth overlooks 
the courts fet apart for judging criminal caufes ; 
and the fixth has the care of public works. The 
refult of the feveral decifions is carried before a 
fupreme tribunal*. Under thefe fix courts 
there are forty-four fubaltern ones, who fit at 
Pekin. Everv mandarin of a province or a 
city is ailifted oy a court. It is fmpofiible that 
under fuch an adminiftration an emperor can 
ever exercife arbitrary power. He has indeed 
the making of the general laws ; but, by the 
conftitution of the ftate, he can do nothing 

* How can thefe fix fovereign courts be at the head of all 
the courts in the empire, if their decifions are referred t» 
one that is fupreme ? The truth is, there are two fupreme 
cquncUs, one Ailed Extraordinary, confiding of the prince* 
of the blood only; the other, Ordinary, compofed of 
fome princes of the blood, afilded by a number of kolaws^ 
or mitiifters of ftate : and to thefe fupremf councils tho 
other fix tribunals are fabordiiuttc* 

with- 
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without firft confulting men learned in. di^ 
laws and chofen by fufFrage. Although th^ 
emperor's fubjeAs always proftrate chemfelvet 
before him as if he was a God, and that the 
leaft failure in refpe£l to his perfon is puniflicd 
as an z& of facrilege ; ftill tnis does not prove 
his gorernment to be defpotic and arbitrary* 
A defpotic government * would be that where 
the prince may, without infringine the laws, 
depnve a fubjoft of his fortune or life without 
form of trial, and for no other reafon than 
that it is his will. Now, if ever there was » 
ftate in which the life, honour, and fortune of 
the fubje£l was under the protedion of the 
laws, It is that of China. The greater the 
number of public bodies who are guardians 
of the laws, the lefs arbitrary is that govern- 
ment; and if die fovereign fometimes makes 
an ill ufe of his power againft the few who are 
immediately under his cognizance, be c9fmot 
do fo with refpeft to the multitude Viho are not 
known to him, and who live under the pro« 
tedion of the laws. 
Hufbandry, which has been carried to a 

freater degree of perfeftion there than was ever 
:nown in Europe, fufficiently fliews that the 
people wpre not Burthened with thofe taxes 
which put a check to the induftry of the huf- 
bandman. The sreat numbers of thofe em- 
ployed in giving pTeafure to others, fhew that 



• That prince it defpetic wlw siTcntt to laws made lor 
tlM ragvlation of hit fubjaai j bat can hiaar«lf dalpenfe 
with tbafa lawc for hit own tonvtnitnce or caprko» wiib« 
oot b«io$ called in qveAion* That it a deTpotie govern* 
mem in which the people aftbouid bf oeruia kwi | bet 
the prince it bound by tmm^ 

the 
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the towns were as flouiiihing as the country 
was fertile. There is not a citv in the em- 
pire which had not its feafts and uews. Thejr 
did not like us goto the piay-houfesi theyfent 
for whole companies of comedians to their 
own houfes. The comic and tragic art was 
coounon among them, but without being in 
great perfe£tion ; for the ancients have not im« 
proved any of the arts of genius excepting, oio. 
rality ; but they enjoyed to a degree of pro- 
fuiion fuch as they Icnew ; and, in a word, were 
41s happy as human nature can be. 

This happinefs was fucceeded in the year 
1630, by the moft terrible cataftrophe and uni« 
verfal defolation that could befall a ftate. The 
family of the Tartar conquerors, defendants of 
Gengis-Can, had done what all other conquerors 
had endeavoured to do : they weakened a nan 
tion of conquerors, that they might not, while ia 
pofieffion of the throne, have the fame revo- 
lution to fear from the vanqutflafid ^at thomfelveB 
had caufed. This dynmy, which was that of 
Ivan, having been afterwards expelled by 
the dynafty id Ming, the Tartars ^ho lived 
to the Aordiward of the great wall, were looked 
upon only as a kind of iiwages, from whence 
there was nothing to hope nor to fear. Beyond 
the great wall lies the kingdom of Leaotong., 
Incorporated by the Geagis familv with tbe 
empire of Cbiaa, and become wholly Cbincfeu 
To the north end of Lieaotong, there were . 
ibmeheirds ofMantchou Tartars, whom die 
viceroy of Leaotong treated with' an oppreffive 
Severity. They made fome bold reprefcntationsi 
iucb as' we are told the Scythians did ever after 
theinvafioft of their country by Cyrus; for 

the 
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the genius of a people is always the lame till ft 
long courfe of oppreffion occaflons them to de* 
generate. 

All the anfwer the governor made to their 
complaint was, to burn their cabbins, carry 
away their flocksi and endeavour to tranfplanc 
the inhabitants. Then thefc Tartars, who 
were free, chofe a chief df their own to carry 
on a war againft their oppreflbrs. This chie^ 
who was called Taitfou, foon made himfelf 

1622 ^^^^ • ^^ '^^^ ^^^ Chinefe, entered vic- 
torious into Leaotong, and took the 
capital by aflault. 

This war was carried on in the fame man-' 
ner as thofe of diftant times. Fire arms were 
At that time unknown in this part of the world. 
The ancient arms were the only ones in ufe ; 
iuch as arrows, fpears, clubs, and fcimitars : 
they made a little ufe of bucklers and helmets ; 
but there were very few coats of mail. Their 
fortifications confined in a ditch, a wall, and 
towers upon it : they fapped the wall, or 
mounted it bv fcaling ladders. The viAory 
depended iblely upon bodily flrength ; and th« 
^Tartars, who were accuftomed to fleep in the 
open fields, muftneceflarily have the advantage 
over a people bred up in a more delicate manner. 

Taitfou, the firft chief of the Tartar hords, 
dying in the year 1626, at the beginning of 
his victories $ his fon Taitibf^ immediately 
took the title of Emperor of the lartars, and put 
himfelf upon a level with the emperor of China. 
It is find that he could read and write ; and it ap* 
pears that he acknowledged only one God, like 
the Chinefe literati ; for he thus cxprefles him- 
felf in one of the circular letters which be wrote 
to the magiftrates of the Chinefe provinces : 
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^ T^ien ratfes up whom he pleaies ; perhaps 
be may have chofen me to be vour mafter." 
And, in fad, after the year 1628 Tien caufed 
him to gain YiStory after vi^ry. He was a 
man of great abilities; he civilized his brutal 
followers, to make them more obedient, and 
eftablilhed laws in the midfl of war. He air- 
ways headed his troops in perfon ; and the em- 
peror of China, Hoaitfang, whofe name has ^ 
been loCt in obfcurity, remained ihut up in his 
palace, with his women and eunuchs, and was 
the laft emperor of the Chinefe race : he was 
not able to prevent Taitfon^ and his Tartars 
from taking from him all his northern provin- 
ces, nor yet to fupprefs the rebellion of one of 
kis mandarins, named Liftching, who feized 
upon the fouthern ones. While the Tartars 
were ravaging the countries to the eaftward 
and northward, this Liftching made himfelf 
mafter of all the reft. It is faid that he had 
fix hundred thoufand horfemen, and four hun- 
dred thoufand infantry. He came with the 
flower of his army before Pekin, where the em- 
peror ftill continued fhut up in his palace, and 
was ignorant of great part of what was doing. 
The rebel Liftching, (for he is fo called, as not 
having fucceeded,)^nt back to the emperor two 
•f his chief eunuchs whom he had made pri- 
(onersy with a very jQiort letter, in which be 
exhorted him to quit the empire. 

And here we may fee an inftance of the Afi- 
atic pride, and how well it agrees with the 
general effeminacy of their manners. The 
emperor ordered the two eunuchs to have their 
heads ftruck off, for having brought him a dif- 
refpe&ful letter ; and his courtiers had much ada 
to make him fenfible that the heads of the prin- 
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CIS of the Uood, and a gmt numfacf of man* 
darins, wbom Lifkhing had in his power, 
would be made to anfwer £ok the death of the 
ettimchs. 

While ibeempefor ^mu deliberittii]^ upon 
what anfwer he ihould fend back) Liflciung 
had already entered the city. The emprefs had 
barely cinie enough to £ivc taam of her ions % 
after which (he £ut herfelf up in her apart* 
nient» and there hanged herfelf. The e nip e i uc 
immediately ran thither, and being greatly 
taken with this iaftance of coi^agal MeliCy, he 
exhorted the reft of his wives, to the number 
of forty, to follow the example. Father MaiUa^ 
the Jefuit, who wrote tlm acoonnt in I^kia 
itfelf, in the laft century, £iys, that all thefe 
women obeyed without repMng; bat it is 
very poflibie that tl^epe iiii|to oe a iewof them 
who wanted affiftance. The [emperor, whom 
this writer reprefents as a very good kind of a 
^ince, perceiving, after the execution, his only 
daughter, about fifiieen years old, whom the 
empreis had not thought proper to expofe out 
of the feragjio, be exhorted her to bang heridf, 
as well as her mother andmothers*in*£Mr ; but 
th^ young princefs defiring to be excufed, this 
very good prince, as Mailla calls him, ^ave her 
a violent blow with bis fabre, and kft her 
dead. It may be expected that fiich n fiidier 
and aahuiband wouM have flain himfelf upon 
the dead bodies of his wives and his daughter ; 
but he retired to a pavillion without the citVt 
to wait for news ; and being at length informed 
that every thing was defperate, and that Lift- 
ching had taken poiTeffion of his palace, he 
flrangled himfelf, and at once put an end to 

aa 
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tft empire and a life which he bad not had the 
coirrage to defend ♦. This extraordinary event 
happened in the year 1641* It was under this 
Im emperor of the Chinefe race that the JefuUf 
at length made their way into the court of Pe* 
kin. Father Adam Schall, a native of Cologne, 
bad fo far gained the good graces of this em« 
peror, by his knowledge in phyficks and tb« 
mathematics, that he made him a mandarin. 
He was the firft who (hewed the Chinefe how 
to caft brafs cannon ; but the few that were la 
Peldn were not fufiicient to fave the empire : 

• TbU Mtsftropbs U diffsrctttly rtltttd by Uiiim Da* 
ful3« Slid PaUfoK. This Uft hjt, that tba smpertr bting 
ftbtfidcMwd tftn bjr bit gvsrdv, ntlred with bis emprtft into 
ft ftMlt woodf ineffable of acssriiif ono word, focb was 
lbs csmIi of bis frfcf* Tbf «mpfoft» barinf tsodtrlx sm- 
braced binv baii|^ bt riolf wltb • filksA «of4« Tbo sm* 
peror baving dranlc a ilaff of wino, tbougb at ecbor timet 
ftverfe to ^t Uqtsor, bit bit own angar, to prodvca a» 
effifflofi of blood, witb wbich be wrote a long letter, com* 
f tefaitof of Ibe treacbery of bis oAoars, bMneiKing ^ mlA 
of bit empire^ and ibe extiaAloA of Ms faaiily ) oenelttdi* 
ing with tbia declaration, that aa be bad loft every thing 
for wMch he fheft to live, he tbooght it high time to 
|nrt witb life itfelf. Dohalde fayi, be wrote the following 
fipnteNce on the bordar of bis veftt ** I bare bean bafely 
dei^rted by my fvfajsAs t do what yov will witb ma, htc 
^pare my people.** Than be ent odT bit dottgbtar*f bead 
With one ftroke of bii feymetar, and hanged himielt The 
irattor Li infulted bit body, and vrmr^trtd all hit furvivifig 
ehildreo, exeept hie eldeft ibn, who efcaped« U-fang-ghcy, 
who eommandad ibe imperial fbreaa, in ibe provinoa of 
Lyan'tong, inftead of acknowMgbig the vfurper, made 
paaee witb the Manchew Tarurt, and^tl>eirUng, Tfong'tv, 
Joined him with feorfoore ibouHuid men* ' U fled from 
Fefcin ) and TIbng-te dying, waa fncceeded by bit infant 
fen, ImMebl, who, hi pro^ of time afcanded the impe** 
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befidess they did uot know how to manage 
them. Mandarin Schall left Pekin before the 
revolution. 

After the emperor's death> the Tartars and the 
rebels difputed the empire with each other. 
The Tartars were united and difciplined, the 
Chinefe divided and undifciplined. They were 
obliged to give way by little and little to the 
Tartars. That nation had taken a kind of 
(pirit of fuperiority which did not depend upon 
their leader : it was with them as it had been 
with Mahomet's Arabians, who were fo for- 
midable of themfelves for upwards of throe 
hundred years. 

The death of emperor Taitfong, whom the 
Tartars loft at that time, did not prevent them 
from furfuing their conquefts. They ctftfe 
one of his nephews, who was yet a child, in 
his ftead: this was Chang*ti, father of the fa- 
mous Camg-hi, under whom the Chriftian re- 
ligion has made fuch a progrefs in China. Thefe 
people, who had iirft taken up arms in defence 
of their liberty, were not acquainted with he- 
reditary right. We fee that all nations have 
begun by chuflng perfons to bead them in war, 
and afterwards thefe chiefs have become abib- 
lute, excepting in fome of the European na- 
tions. Hereoitary right has been eftaUiihed 
and made facred by time. 

A minority has been the ruin of almoft all 
conquerors, and yet it was during the minority 
of Chang-ti that the Tartars completed the 
rcdudlion of China. The ufurper, Liftching, 
was (lain by another Chinefe ufurper, who pre- 
tended to revenge the death ofthc late emperor. 
Several of the provinces fet up true or falfe 
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children of their dead prince, like the Demetrius's 
in RuiSa. The Chincfe mandarins endeavoured 
to ufurp the provinces ; but the more powerful 
Tartarian ufurpers at length got the better of 
all. There was a Chrnefc general, who for fome 
time checked their progrefs, by having a few 
cannon which he had procured either from the 
Portuguefe of Macao, or which were fome of 
thofe caft by the Jefuit Schalh It is very re- 
markable that the Tartars, who were entirely 
deftitute of artillery, (hould prevail over thofe 
who were provided with it : this was the very 
reverfe of whal happened m the new world, 
and a proof of the fuperiority of tKe northern 
people over thofe of the fouth. 

What is moft furprifing is, that the Tartars 
conquered all this vaft empire of China, foot by 
foot, and under a minority ; for their young 
emperor Chang-ti, dying in 1661, when barely 
twenty-four years old, and before their domi- 
nion was firmly eftablifhed, they elefted his 
{on Camg-hi at eight years old, bein^ the fame 
age at which they had chofen his father ; and 
this Camg-hi reftored the empire of China, hav- 
ing been fo prudent and fortunate as to make 
himfelf equally well obeyed both by the Chi- 
nefe and Tartars. The miffionaries, whom he 
made mandarins, have extolled him as a perfedl 
prince. Some travellers, and efpecially Le 
Gentil, who were not mandarins, fay that he 
was fordidly covetous, and full of caprices ; 
but thefc ftrokes of private charafter do not 
enter into this general pifture of the world. 
It is fufiicient that the empire was happy under 
this prince ; it is in this view that we arc to 
regard and judge of kings. 

Vol. VI. H Du- 
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During the courfe of this revolution, whicli 
lafted thirty years, one of the greateft morti- 
£cation« tne Chinefe underwent was, that 
their conquerors obliged them to cut ofF their 
hair after the Tartarian manner. There were 
ibme who chofe to die rather than part with 
their heads of hair. We have bad an inftance 
of the Mufcovites raifing feveral feditiona when 
czar Peter I. obliged them to cut off their 
beards ; fo forcible is cuftom raioxig the com« 
mon people 1 

Time has not yet coafoundcd the vi^riout 
with the vancnjiflied people, as has happened in 
(0ur Gaul, in England, and elfewbere. 

Under the reign of Camg-hi« the European 
miffionaries enjoyed a great degree of credit i 
feveral were lodged in the emperor's palace; 
they built churches, and had opulent houfes* 
In America they bad been fucceftful in teach* 
fng the neceflary arts to favages« In China 
they had taught tne moft refined aru to a learned 
ancf fenfible nation. But jealoufy foon deftroycd 
(he fruits of their wifdom, and that reftleflhefs and 
contentious fpirit, which is in Europe infepa- 
^ably conne^ed with learning and talents, 
overthrew the ereateft defigns. 

The Chinefe were aftoniflied to fee wife 
and learned men difagreeing even about 
what they came to teach, and mutually perie- 
cuting and anathematizing one another, entering 
criminal jprocefles aninft each other, at the 
court of Rome, and driving to have it decided 
in a meeting of cardinals, whether the emperor 
of China underftood his own mother toneue at 
well as miifionarics who wctt come from France 
and Italy. 

Thcfc 



Ot china. 147 

TheCe difputes were carried to fudi a lengthy 
<hat the Chinefe government feared or afFeded 
to fear the fame diford'ers as had been raifed in 
Japan. Camg-hi's fucceflbr therefore forbid 
the exercife of the diriftian rdigton^ while the 
Alahometans and all the different feds of bon- 
nes were permitted to follow theirs. But this 
court finding the want of the mathematics as 
great an evu as the pretended danger from a 
fiew religion, retained the mathematicians, and 
trontented itfdf with impofing filence on the 
•mi/fionaries. 

There is one event which well merits our at- 
tention i this is the famous earthquake which 
happened in China in the year 1699, in the 
reign of the emperor Camg-hi. This phaeno^* 
menon proved more fatal than that which -of 
late years deftroyed the cities of Lima and 
Lifbon. It is faid that near four hundred thou«- 
fand foul^ perifhed in it. Thefe fhocks muft 
^ neceflarily have been very frequent in our globe : 
' the number of volcano's which vomit out fire 
and fmoke, give reafon to think that the outward 
fhell of the earth refts upon vaft gulphs filled 
with an inflammable matter. It is probable 
that the part which we inhabit has experienced 
as many reVoludons from phyfical caufes, as 
the nations of the world in general have from 
lapaciouihefs and ambition. 



Hz CHAP. 



T .' [-148 ] 

CHAP. CLXV. 

Of Japan, in the Seventeenth Centuiy* 

IN the qiultitude of revolutions which we 
have (ctn from one end of the univerfe to 
the other, there appears to have been a foted 
chain of caufes by which mankind hare been 
carried awav, as the waves and fands are driven 
by the wina. What has happened in Japan is 
an additional proof of it : a Portuguefe prince^ 
without either power or riches, in the fifteenth 
century, conceives the notion of fending a few 
fliips to the coaft of Africa. Soon afterwards 
the Portuguefe .difcover Japan. Spain, for a 
while the fovereign of Portugal, carries on an 
immenfe trade with the Japanefe. The Chrif«» 
tian religion is carried into that country by 
the means of this trade ) and, ilnder favour of 
the general toleration allowed to all fe^ls in 
Afia, introduces and eftablifhes itfelf there. 
Three Chriftian princes of Japan make a jour- 
nev to Rome to kifs the feet of pope Gregory 
XIII. Chriftianity is on the point of becom- 
ing the prevailing religion of Japan, and in a 
ihort time the only one, when its verv power 
proved the means of its deftru^ion. We have 
already remarked, that the miifionaries had a 
number of enemies there j but they had likewife 
fcpured a powerful party in their favour. The 
bonzes feared the lofs of their ancient poflef- 
fions, and the emperor that of his kingdom. 
The Spaniards had made themfelves mafters of 
the Philippine iflands in the neighbourhood of 
Japan. The Japanefe knew how they had 
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fl<Eled in America ; no wonder therefore that 
they took the alarm. The emperor, in thie 
year 1^86, had baniihed the Chriftian religion 
from nis dominions, and had forbidden the 
practice of it by his fubjefis, tinder pain of 
death ; but as they ftill allowed a trade to be 
carried on with the Portuguefe and Spaniards, 
their miifionaries made pro^lytes as faft as the 
government condemned them. It was then 
forbidden to introduce any Chriflian prie{l» into 
the country; but notwithftanding this prohibi- 
tion, the governor of the Philippine iflands fent 
Francifcan friars, in chara^er of ambafladors to 
the emperor of Japan. Thefe ambafladors be- 
gan by building a puUic chapel in the capital city, 
called Meaco; upon which they were driven out 
of the kinedom, and the perfecution was re- 
doubled. Tnere was for a longtime a viciffitude 
of cruelties and indulgence. It is plain that rea- 
fons of ftate were the fole motives to thefe per- 
fecutions ; and that the Chriftian religion was 
oppofed from the apprehenfion that it would be 
made an inftrument to favour the defiens of the 
Spaniards ; for the religfon of Confucius was 
never persecuted by the Japanefe, tho* intro- 
duced bv a people of whom they were jealous^ 
and witn whom they were frequently at war. 
That learned and judicious obferver, Kempfer, 
tells us, that in the year 1674 the inhabitants 
of Meaco being numbered, there were found 
twelve different religions in that capital, who 
all lived peaceably ; and that thefe twelve fe£ls 
contained upwards of four hundred thoufand 
people, excluiive of the numerous court of the 
Dairi, the fovereign pontifF. It feems then^ 
fliat if the Portuguefe and Spaniards could have 
H 3 con- 
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contented themfelves wkh liberty of conTcienetv 
they might have lived as quietly in Japan as the 
other twelve religions $ and^ even in the year 
1636, they continued to carry on a very profitable 
trade, feeing; that they carried over to Macu> 
two thoufand three hundred and fifty chefts of 
filver. 

The Dutcb> who had traded to Tapan ever 
lince the year 160O9 were erown jealous of die 
traffic carried on by the Spaniards. In 1637 
they took a StKuiifh fhip oflf the Cape of Gpod 
Hopes bound from Japan to LiiboHf on board 
of which they found feveral letters from a For- 
tuguefe officer named^ Moro, who was a kind 
of conful to that nation^ Tbefe letters con- 
tained the plan of an intended confpiracy of the 
Chriftians in Japan aeainft the emperor, fpeci- 
fying the number of mips and troops they ex-* 
pe£ted from Europe and thefettlementsin Afia^ 
in order to make the fcheme fucceed. Thefe 
letters were fent by the Dutch to the court of 
Japan: Moro owned bis band-writings and 
was publicly burnt. Upon this difcovery the 
government chofe rather to renounce all the ad- 
yzntzgcs of a trade with ftranger8» than to fee 
itfelf expofed te fucb machinations. The em*- 
peror^ in an afiembly of all the grandees of hit 
kingdom, enafted the famous edtd, by which 
it was enaded, that no Japanefe Ihould for 
the future prefume to flir out of the countrv^ 
under penalty of death ; that no ftranger ihould 
be admitted into the empire } tliat allthe Spa- 
hiards and Portuguefe he fent away i that all 
the natives who were Chriftiaas ihould be im- 
prifooedji and that a reward of one thoufand 
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^rcrwns fliould be given to any one who (hould 
^ifcovcr a Cbriftian prieft. The violence of 
•his procedure in the Japanefe, who volunta- 
rily feparated themfelves from the reft of the 
world, and gave up all the profits of trade^ 
leaves no room to doubt that the confpiracy wa» 
feal :■ but what proves it ftill more fully, isy 
that the Ghriftian natives, with fome' few Por- 
tuguefe at their head, afhially aflembled in arms 
to the number of thirty thouiand and more ; they 
were defeated in the year 1638, and retired to 
a ftrong hold on the fea-iide, in the neighbour-^ 
hood of the port of Nangazakiv 

At the fame time ^1 other fbretgir nations 
were driven from Japan v even the Chinefc 
were included in this general law, becaufe fome 
mifionaries had boafted to the Japanefe, that 
all China was on the point of being converted 
to Chriftianity.- The Dutch themtelves, who 
had difcovered the confpiracy, were expelled as 
well as the reft -, the fa£bry which they had at 
that time at Ferando was already demolished ; 
their ihip» were iailed;: and' only oiie remained^ 
whom die government fummoned to fire upon 
tiie fortrefs, whither the Chriftians had fled fop 
refuge^ The Dutch captain, whofe name waS'. 
Kokbeker^ performed this horrid fervice. The 
Chriftians were foon forced in their afylum» 
and put to death with the moft excruciating 
tortures. Once more let me obferve, that when 
we reprefent to ourfelve* fuch ftrange events, 
caufed in Japan by a Portuguefe and a Dutch 
captain, we cannot but be convinced of the reft!- 
tefs fpirit of the Europeans, and of the deftiny 
which influences all nations^ 

H4 The 



152 Of japan. 

The odious fervice which the Dutch had 
performed for the Japanefe government did 
aot procure them that indulgence they expeded 
from it, which was, to be allowed a free trade 
and fettlements there ; however, they obtained 
permiifion to land upon a little ifland near the 
port of Nangazakiy and there bring a fixed 
quantity of merchandize. 

But they were obliged to trample upon the 
crofs, and renounce all marks of Chriftiantcy, 
and likewife to fwear that they were not of the 
iame religion with the Portu^uefe, before they 
were admitted into this little ifland, where they 
live as it were in a prifon j for as foon as they 
arrive the inhabitants take pofleffion of their 
(hips and goods, upon which they fet a price. 
Thus, for the fake of getting money, they fuh- 
je£l themfelves every year to this confinement ^ 
and tbofe who are kings at Batavia, and in the 
Molucca Iflands, fufFer themfelves to be here 
treated as flaves : it is true, they are conduced 
from this little iiland to the emperor's court» 
and are honourably and courteouily received 
wherever they come, but ftridlly guarded and 
obferved. Tlieir guides and their guards en* 
gage in a written oath, figned with their blood, 
to obferve all the anions of tbeDutch^ and 
give an exad account of them. 

It has been afTerted in feveral books, thatdie 
Dutch abjured Cbriftianity at Japan. Tni# 

3iinion had its fourcc in the adventure of a 
utchman> who made his efcape and lived for 
fome time among the natives ; but being difco- 
vered, in order to fave his life he faid he was 
no Chriftian, but a Dutchman. The govenn 
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ment of Japan has, fincc this revolution, for* 
bid the building of veilels fit for going to Tea » 
they have only long barks, worked with fails 
and oars, for trading to their iflands. It is 
looked upon as the greateft of crimes for ftran* 
gers to frequent the country; it feems that 
they are ftill in dread of the danger they have 
been- in. This fear neither agrees with the 
courage of the nation, nor with the greatnefs 
of the empire ; but the horror of the paft has 
operated more with them than the fear of the 
future. The condu£t of the Japanefe has been, 
in every refpeft, that of a people generous, 
open, naughty, and extreme in their refolu- 
tions. At firft they received ftrangers with 
cordiality;* and when they thought them felves 
infulted and betrayed by them, they broke ofF 
all conne£lions for ever. 

When Colbert, that minifter of immortal 
memory, iirft erected an Eaft^India company in 
France, he wanted to try if he could not bring 
about a trade for the French with Japan, by 
employing only proteftants, who might fafely 
fwear that they were not of the fame religiori 
with the Portuguefe ; but the Dutch oppofed 
this fcheme, and the Japanefe, fatisfied with 
receiving one nation amongft them whom they 
treat as prifoners, would not admit of two *. 

Khali 



• The reader will perceive that this is a very imperfefl 
piflure of Japan, as our author has faid nothing r»lating to, 
the conditution of the government, the laws of the realm, 
and the genius of the people. Abfolute power was, from 
time immemorial, exercifed by the emperors called Dairo, 
who reigned in a regular fucccfTion till the year 1 500, when 
H 5 a civil 
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I {hall not take any notice here of the kuij^ 
ilotn of Siam, which has been reprefented to uf 
as. muchJarger and more opulent than it really 
IS. We fhall find in the aee of Lewis XIV. 
what little is neceilary to be known concerning 
it. Corea^ Cochin-China, Tonauin, Laos^ 
Ava^ and Peeu, are countries or which we 
have very little knowledge; and, amidft the 
prodigious number of iflaiMS fcattered about the 
extremities of Afia, there is only that of Java^ 
where the Dutch have fixed the center of their 
dominion and trade, that can enter into the 
plan of our general hiftory. The fame may be 
laid of the people who inhabit the middle 
part of Africa, and an infinite number of 
fmaller jnations in the new world. I fliall only 

^ a civil wlr brokv out and invoked the whole empire l» 
confuflon i during thli anarchy^ a common foldier raiM 

' himfelf to the imperial dignity, and divefting the Daira U 
all hit temporal power, allowed him to prefide over all nM* 
giout matters. Since that period the focceObn of the Dair» 
bave been refpeAed at popes ) but the defcendantefrom tbr 
vfurper have retained all the authority of emperor, thoogli' 
they are moded enough to call' themfelvei Cobo, whidv 
flgniflei miniAer or vjjir. The national religion of Japatt 
U the idolatry of the Bonseti but a great number of other 
feAt are tolerated i yet all thefe fe£b agree in holding Avr 
redriaioni abfolutely binding, viz. not to kill^ nor eat anf 
thing that it Icilied ) not to fteal*) not to commit adultery f 
not to lye $ and not to drink wine. The Japanefe havo 
few written lawt ) but the emperor*t will ia the fnpreno 
law I and every petty prince^ governor, or bead of a^ Da* 
mily, has the power of life and death over thofe that be go* 
verm. The Japanefe are acute, ingeniout, indoArloae^ 
modeil, patienti and covetout| but on the other baod» 
they are faid to be ambitious, cruel and vindiAive, oncha* 
rl table, unfeeling, and addi6!ed to the moil fpurioue pa(- 
\$, wiiich they publicly gratify with impunity. 

obfenre, 
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bbferve, that before die fixteenth century, above 
one half of the globe was ignorant of the ufe of 
bread and wine, which is ftill unknown to a 
eart of America and the eaftern part of Africa $ 
jnfomuch that wcf are obliged to carry both thofe 
viands thither to celebrate the myfteries of our 
religion. * 

Cannibals are much more rare than is ufually 
aflerted ; none have been feen by^any of our 
travellers for above thefe fifty years. There 
are many kinds of men manifeftly different from 
^ach other. Several nations ftill live in the ftate 
of pure nature; and while we make the tour of 
the world to difcover in their countries where- 
withal tofatisfyour greedinefs, thefe people are 
not at the trouble of mforming themfelves whe- 
ther there exift any other men than themfelves, 
and pafs their lives in a happy indolence, which 
to us would be a de|;ree of mifery. 

Much yet remams for our vam curiofity 
to difcover; but if we would confine our* 
fclves to what is ufeful^ there is already button 
iBiich difcovered* 
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INTRODUCTION 

TO THE 

Agf of lewis xiv; 

IT is not only the Livz of twyris XIV^ 
that we propofe to write; we have a greater 
objea in view. We meaa- to fct bcforr 
jK)fterity not only the portrait of one man's 
anions, but of the fpirit of mankind in ge- 
neral, in the moft enlightened of all age»i 

Every age has produced heroes^ and politi- 
cians J all nations have expericnccd'rcvolutions*, 
^i all hiftories are nearly alike, to thofe wha 
feek only to furniih th^ir memories with fads^. 
but whofoevcr thinks,, or, what it ftill more^ 
Mrc,. whofoevcr has tafte, will find but four 
ages in the hiftory of the worlds Thcfe four 
happy ages are thofe in which' tl^ arts were 
earned to pcrfefiion ; and which, by ferving at 
the sera of the greatncfs of the human mmd^ 
are examples for pofterity;^ , 

The firfi of thcfe ages to which true glory i$ 
annexedy is that of Philip and Alexander, or 
that of a Periclesy a Dicmofthencs, an An(totlc„ 
a Plato, an Apelics, a Phidias, and a Praxite- 
les • and this honour has been confined within 
the' limits of ancient Greece ; the reft of the 
known world was then in a ftate of barbarifm. 

The 
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.. The fecond age is that of Caefar and Aunif- 
tusy diftinguiihed likewife by the names of Lu' 
cretitUy Qcero, Titus Livius, Virgil, Horace, 
Ovid, Varro, and Vitruvius. 

The third is that which followed the taking 
of Conftantinople by Mahomet 11. Then a 
family of private citizens was (ten to do that 
whicn the kings of Europe oueht to have un« 
dertaken. The Medicis invited to Florence the 
learned, who had been driven out of Greece 
by the Turks i this was the age of Italy's glory. 
The polite arts had already recovered a new 
life in that country } the Italians honoured them 
with the title of v ertu, as the iirft Greeks had 
diftinguiflied them by the name of Wifdom. 
Every thine tended towards perfedron ; a Mi- 
chael AngeTo*, a Raphael f^ a Titian }, a Ta(&, 

and 

* Michael Aixgelo Buonsroti floorffhetf In the fifteemii 
oefitary, and wai tinlverikliy sdmired for hia exccUtiMe in 
the three fiftef'trKi, ei paUtcIng, tUtuMry, sad srcbiMdwfv. 
He WM horn of a good family in the coooty of Arezzo^ 
iludied deflga or drawing under Dominicbo GhirlMidajo, 
and at the age of Axteen began to cut ilatuet in marble, 
that even bore a comparlfon with the antique. He was 
patronised by Laurentio de Medieie at Florence, thnt grtac 
patron of the arti* After the death of Laurentio ho went 
to Rome^ where he diftinguiihed hlmielf by many capital 
performancef . He wu the mo(l perfe^ anatomift of bte 
time) had a grand guAo in deiign, and excelled aJI hit co- 
temporaries in painting naked figufW | but hie manner wae 
dry, and in every other branch of the art he feU far Aort 
of Raphael, whofe genius excited his envy. His moft Ci* 
mous piAore is that of the Uft judgment ) and Ms mailer- 
piece in architeAure the celebrated church of St. Peter. In 
order to expofc the falfe ta(le of thofe who would allow no 
merit to modem artifts, be privately ikniAed the Aatoe of n 
Cupid, and beried it under ground^ in a pUce which bo 
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and an Ariofto flouriihed. The art of engrav- 
ing was invented ; elegant archite&ure appeared 

ao:aiu 



knew wonld foon be dug, after having broke off and re« 
fenred one of the arms. The ilatue was accordingly found, 
and judged by all the connoifleurs to be a genuine antique : 
then the artift produced the arm, and claimed the honour 
of the work He made the roodeT of a coloOTal Aatue for 
pope Julhis II, with fuch a haughty countenance and com- 
manding attitude, that the pontiff aflced whether he had 
raifed the right arm in the z€t of beAowing the benedic- 
tion, or denouncing the anathema ? He replied, that he 
was in the attitude of warning the people of Bologna to be 
more prudent for the future. Then be aflced' in hit turn, 
if he Aould pot a hook in this right-hand ? " No» (faid 
the pope) put a fword in it, I don*t pretend to be a man of 
le-ters.** Michael Angelo was not only painter, ftatuary* 
and archited, but lifcewife a tolerable poet, and his works 
were pvbliflied at Florence. The following diftich is no 
kad reprefenution of his charaAer. 

^it finxit mentis, fmsfiruxit, duxitinartp 
Marmwa futsjculpfi^ doSius out eecinst f 

He WAS refpeded and beloved by Leo X. Clement VII. and 
a foocei&ott of popes, as well as by all the civilized princes 
of his time, Francis I. of France, Charles V. emperor of 
Gemuuly and king of Spain, Cofmo de Medicis, the Ve« 
Bctlan republic, and even Solyman the grand fignor. Ha 
lived to the ageof ninety, died at Rome in 1564, and was 
iacerrsd with great faneral pomp at Florenoe* 

f Raphael D*Urbino, whofe real name was Sanzio, lived' 
•ocemponify with Bnonarott, and excelled him in compo- 
fttion, bcanty, grace, and expreffion. He was the fon of a 
painter at Urbino, and ftndied under Pietro Pemghio, 
whofe manner however be 1 e nounce d , as feon as he beheld 
the works of Leonardi da Vind and Michael Angelo at 
Florence. He was recommended to pope Leo X. by his 
kinfman Bramante, and employed in painting the apart* 
menu of the Vatican, where the firft pi^re be finiibed was 
the fchool of Athens. The greatnefs of his manner he It 
faid to have ilolen from fketcbes of Buonaroti in the chapel 
oi Sixtns IV. to which bis friend Bramante introduced him 

privately* 
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again as admirable as in the moft triumphant 
ages of Rome; and the Gothic barbarifm, which 

had 

priyately, agaiaft the expreff prohifaitioii of Michael An- 
gelo. Certain It is^ he became the prince of painters, waa 
careflM by atf the world^ and when he went abroad he 
always appeared attended by a conconrfe of men of taAr 
and literature. Buonaroti meeting him one day acconpa* 
nied in this manner, told him he walked with a retinue 
Kke the provoft-marflial ; '* And you (faid Raphael) walk 
all alone like the executioner of the law.*** Buonaroti was 
in his difpoiition proud, haughty, and infolent { whereas 
Raphael recommended himfclf to every body*s affedion, bf 
his affability, generofity,. and fweetnefs of demeanour. 
The cardinal of St. Bibiano offered him his niece in mar* 
riagei but, he expeded » hat for himlelT from. pope Leo,. 
and in the mean time died in the thirty -feventh year of hie 
age, in confequence of a fever faid to be caught by intcas* 
^rate venery. He was buried in the rotunda, where hi» 
tomb^is diftinguiOied by the following epitaph, which caiw 
dinal Bembo wrote, and Mr. Pope has tranihted lata Ea^ 
lUh, in honour of Sir Godfrey Kneller. 

Jffe bicefi Raphael^ tiwutit fup fejjfite vitid 
Rtrum magna partnt^ et moriente mort^ 

Livhig, great natsreftar^d he would outvie 
Her works i. and dying,, fears herfelf wiU die* 

The fentiment la truly bombaft. Ai|other epiuph, but 
•ne degree more Mdeft, was written on Raphael by thr 
aelebrated Muretvs* 

t Titian Vecelli was born in the ftate of Venioe^ ia the 
year 147 7» and ftudied painting under Bellini, wt-on he 
Ibon furpafllK], as he alfo did Oiorgione. Hie pianrea- 
vere greatly admired for his exquififce manner of colow- 
iog. He refofed a confiderable employment at Rone^ and 
was created knight and count-psiatine by the emperor 
Charles V, who fitting out day for hia piaiire, Titia» 
chanced tp drop his pencil j- which Charlee. took op, aatf 
|»refeoting it to the artiil, ** Titian (iaid be) is. woc^ tor 
kaierTcd tvia bjt C«te.** Ha was aUo vitod and caieC- 

ft* 
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lad disfigured Europe in every kind of produc- 
tion, was driven from Italy to make way for 
good tafte. 

The arts, always tranfplanted from Greece 
to Italy, found themfelves in a fiivourable foil,. 
where diey inflantly produced fruit. France, 
England, Germany, and SpaiA, aimed in their 
turns to gather thefe fruits; but either they 
could not live in thofe climates, or elfe they 
degenerated very faft. 

Francis I. encouraged learne<f men, but fuch 
as were merely learned men ;, he had architeds, 
but he had no Michael Angelo, nor Paladio * ^ 
be endeavoured in vain to eftabKfli fchools foi; 
painting; the Italian mafters, whom he invited 
to France, ratfed no pupils there. Some epi- 
grams, and a f^w loofe tales, made the whole 
of our poetry^ Rabelais ^ was the only profe 
writer in vogue in the time of Henry IL 

In 



isd by Henry lU. of France } aiitf celebrated by Ariofto^ 
Marini, and other potts. !• • wor4, he liTod in gftat 
fplendoiur, and died of the pbgve in the year 1576. 

* Andrea Palladio wat a native of Vicenza, ami flou«. 
fiflied in the fizteenth century. He finidied his ibidies at 
Itome, where he made himfelf nailer of the antique, and 
became the greateft arcbited in the worU. He firft fiiib* 
fiflied a commentary on all the works of antiquity at Rome|. 
and in the year 1 570 printed hit fbur booiu on arcbitednrf^ 
replete with taAe and eradiUon. 

f Francis RabeUis, bom at Chinon in Touraine^ lived 
in the fifteenth century. He was firft a Cordelier, and af- 
terwards a phyfician. He dSAinguiihed bimftif by hit 
knowledge of the langnaset $ bnft bis diief eeconnnendatio*- 
was bis honour. He pnbllfhed a Latin cmnflttion of the 
aphorifnjn of Hippocrates, and Avtral other forieus perfor-^ 
nanceSi which are now forgotten : but hithiilnry of Pan* 
n^xnd 1& ftilL admired by all dtfft iriio faavt any taAe fofr 
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In a word, the Italians alone were in pofTefV 
fion of ever^ thing that was beautiful, exccptinr 
mufic, which was then but in a rude ftatc, and 
experimental philofopby, which was every where 
equally unknown. 

Laftly, the fourth age is that known by the 
name of the age of Lewis XI V^. and it perhaps 
that which approaches the neareft to perfedion 
of all the four) enriched by the difcoveries of 
the three former ones, it has done greater things 
.in certain kinds than thofe three toeether. AH 
the arts indeed were not carried farther than 
under the Mcdicis, Auguftus, and Alexander ; 
but human reafon in general was more improved. 
In this age we iirft became acquainted with 
found philofophv; it may truly be faid that 
to begin from tne laft years of cardinal Riche- 
licu*s adminiftration, till thofe which followed 
the death of Lewis XIV. that there has bappeticd 
fucb a general revolution in our arts, our genius, 
our manners, and even in our government, 
that will ferve as an immortal mark to the true 

humeur and fitlre. Hs wm ctlebrated by all the witt of 
liU tlmf, foch AS BodA, Ctsmcnt Msrot, du Bdiay, Aod 
dt Baif, He dl«d ac tbf Age of fevcnry^ In tbo year i j 53« 
And wat honoured with dWert epitaphi^ of which iht foU 
iowiAf fiiemi to be chA bail adapted. 

Plittw, prinfi du mr tmpirt, 

On its titm 0t Hint Jamsii, 

JtttM Mujturd *bui ii0htkup 

£t voMt 0urm torn dt f«f/ rirt* 
He WAS A fAvoarite with La PonlAlae» wh<» beinf one 
dey in eoniBAay with the two Bolleaos and Racine, whtn 
the eonverntloo turned vpon St. Augiiftine, N feemed re 
wake from a profound reverie, and turning to BoHoaa the 
doAor, Aflced very gravely, If he thought Rabf Uis was not a 
freater wit Ihan at. AugnAiM f 

glory 



INTRODUCTION. 165 

glory of our country. This happy influence 
flas not been confined to France; it has com- 
municated itfelf to England, where it has flir- 
cd up an emulation, which that ingenious and 
deeply learned nation ftood in need of at thUt 
time; it has introduced tafte into Germany, 
|ind the icience^ into Ruffia ; it has even re- 
animated Italy, which was languiihing; and 
Europe is indebted for its politeneTs and fpiritof 
ibciet^ to the court of Lewis XIV. 

Before this time the Italians called all the 
people on this fide the Alps by the name of Bar- 
barians ; it muft be owned, that the French in 
ibme degree deferved this reproachful epithet. 
Our forefathers joined the romantic gallantry of 
the Moors with the Gothic rudenefi: they had 
hardly any of the agreeable, arts amongft them, 
which is a proof that the ufeful arts were likewife 
negle£led ; for when once the things of ufe are 
carried to perfedion, the tranfition is quickly 
made to the elegant and the agreeable; and it 
is not at ali aftoniihing, that painting, fculpture, 
poetry, eloquence, and philofophy, ihould be 
in a, manner unknown to a nation, who, tho* 
Jyoflcfled of harbours on the Weftern Ocean, 
and the Mediteranean Sea, were without ihips ^ 
and who, though fond of luxury to an exccfs, 
were hardly provided with the moft common 
manufactures. 

The Jews, the Genocfe, the Venetians, the 
Portu|uefe, the Flemifli, the Dutch, and the 
Engtifl), carried on in their turns- the trade of 
France, who was ignorant even of the firft 
principles of commerce^ Lewis XIIL at his 
acceffion to the crown had not a fingle fliip ; 
the city of Paris contained not quite four hun- 
dred 
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dred tboufaiid meiH and had not above four fiiie 
fmblic edifices; the other cities of the kinedooi 
Te&inbled thofe pitiful villages which we lee oa 
the other fide the Loire* The nobility^ who 
were all ftationed in the country^ in dungeona 
furrounded with deep ditches, opprefled the 
peaiant who cultivatea the land. The high roada 
were ahnoft impaflable ', the towns were defti-- 
tute of pcdicey and the government bad hardly 
ever any credit atnone foreign nations* 

We muft acknowTed|;e9 that ever fince die 
decline of the Carlovingun family, France had 
langui(bed more or lefs in this infirm flaie^ 
merely for want of the benefit of a good admi- 
niftration. 

For a ftate to be powerful, the people muft 
either enioy a liberty founded on the laws, or 
the royal audiority muft be fixed beyond all 
«ppofition« In France the oeople were flavcs 
till the reig^ of Philip Aueunus ; the nob l eme n 
were tyrants till Lewis Al -, and the ktnet^ al« 
ways employed in maintaining their auraorirr 
aninft their vafiak, had neither leafitfe to thine 
about the happinds of their ftabjeAs, nor the 
power of making them happy* 

Lewis XL did a great deal for the regal 
power, but nothing tor the happineft or glory 
of the nation* Francia L gave birth to trade, 
navigation, and all the arts ; but be waa torn 
^-imfortuiute to make them take root in the na- 
tion duriog^ his time, to diat they all prriflicd 
with him. Henry the Great was on the point 
of raiiing France from the calamities and bar* 
barifins in which flie had been plunged by thirty 
yeass of difoord, when he waa MtthmtA in 
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Ins capital, in the midft of a people whom he 
iiad begun to make happy. The cardinal de 
Richelieu, bufied in bumbling the houfe of 
Auftria, die Calvinifb, and the grandees, did 
not enjoy a power iiifficiently undifturbed to 
reform the nation ; but be had at leaft.the ho- 
nour of beginning this happy work. 

Thus, for the fpace of 900 years, our genius 
has been almoft always remained under a Gothic 
government, in the midft of divifions and civfl 
wars ; deftitute of any laws or fixed cuftoms^ 
changing, every fecond centurv, a language, 
which &I1 continued rude and unformed ; the 
nobles were without diicipline, and ftrangert 
to ever^ thing but war and idleneft. The 
^dergy lived in diibrder and ignorance, and the 
-common people without ind wry, and ftupified 
in their wretchedneis. 

. The French had no (hare dther in the ffftzt 
Jifcoveries, or admuraUe inventions of other 
aations: they have no title to the diicoveries of 
painting, gun-powder, glafles, telefcopes, the 
fe^r, compafs, the air-pump, or the true iyftem 
of the uni verfe ; they were making tournaments, 
while the Portuguefe and Spaniards were difco- 
vering and conquering new countries from the 
eaft to the weft of the known world. Charles 
V. had already fcattered thetreafures of Mexico 
over Europe, before the fubjeds of Francis I. 
liad difcovered the uncultivated country of Ca.« 
nada; but, by the little which the French did in 
the beginning of the fixteenth century, we may 
fee wh^t they are capable of when properly cen« 
4uaed. 

J propofe lA this place to ihew what they have 

been 
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been under Lewis XIV. and it is to be wifhed 
that the pofterity of this monarch, and that of 
his fubje!^, equally animated with an happv 
emulation, may ufe their endeavours to furpais 
their anceftors. 

. It muft not be expeAed to meet here with a 
minute detaU of the wars carried on in this age: 
this would be an endlefs tafk; we are obliged to 
leave to the compilers of annals, the care of col* 
letting, with exaflnefs, all thefe fmall fafts, which 
would only ferve to divert the attention from 
the principal objeA. It is their province to point 
out the marches and counter-marches of armies, 
and the particular days on which the trenches 
were opened before towns, which were taken 
and retaken again by force of arms, or ceded 
and reftored by treaties. A thoufand circum* 
fiances which arc interefting to thofe who live 
at the time, are loft to the eyes of pofterity, 
and difappear, to make room for the great events 
which have determined the fate of empires*. 
Every tranfa£lion is not worthy of being com- 
mitted to writing. In this hiftory we fhall con- 
fine ourfelves only to what is deferving of the 
attention of all ages, what paints the genius and 
manners of mankind, contributes to inflrudion, 
and prompts to the love^of virtue, of the zrts, 
and of our country. 

We have already fecn what France and the 
other kingdoms of Europe were, before the birth 

• Vet thofe very events, the recital of which our aatbor 
laemt to defpife, have not only influenced th« deAiny of 
empires, but even ftrongly marked the charaAer and no- 
derftanding of the times in wiucb they happened. 

of 
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of Lewis XIV. we ihall now defcribe the gTf^ 
political and military events of his reign. The 
interior jrovernment of the kingdom, as being 
an objea of more importance to the people, 
Ihall l>e treated of by itfelf. The private life sk 
Lewis XIV. and the particular anecdotes of his 
court, and reign, Ihsdl hold a principal place in 
thiff account, lliere ihall be other articles for 
the arts and fciences, and for the progrefs of 
the human mind in this age. Laftly, we (hall 
fpeak of the church, which has been ib long con- 
neAed with the government, has fometimes di- 
fhirbed its peace^ and at others been its defence ; 
and which, though inftituted for the inculcat- 
ing of morality, too frequently gives itfelf up to 
p<?itics and the impulfe of the human paffions. 
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CHAP. CLXVI. 

Of the States of E ti A 6 p e' befom 
LEWIS XIV, 

FO R a bug timt paft the Chriftian parrt 
df Europe (Mufcovy excepted) might 
be confiderfed as a great republic divided 
into feveral ftates, forme of which were mo- 
narchical, others mixt, fome ariftocratical, and 
others popular; But all correfponding with one 
another ; all having the fame bafis of religion, 
though divided into feveral ferSh, and acknow- 
ledging the fame principles of public and poli- 
tical equity, which were unknown to the other 
parts of the world. It is from thefe principles 
th« the- Europcait natfons^do not make flaves 
df their prHbncrs ; th^ they refpeft the perfons 
<tf their enemies ambaffadorsr ; that they agree 
together concerning the pre-eminence, and fome 
ether rights belonging to certain princes ; fudi 
as- the emperor, kings, and other leflcr potent 
tatfcsr : atid particularly in the prudent policy of 
prcfenriiig, as far as they arc able, atx equa^ 
I a bal- 
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I allance of power between thetnfelves ; b^ con- 
tinually carrying on ne^ociationt ev€n in cbc 
n idft of war, and keeping ambailadort, or left 
honourable fpies at each other't courta, to gi?e 
notice to the reft, of the defignt of any fingle 
one, to found the alarm at once over all Europe^ 
and to prevent the weaker fide from beinff in* 
vaded by the ftronger, who is always ready tm 
attempt it. 

After the death of Charles V. the ballance 
of power inclined too much on the fide of the 
houfe of Auftria. This powerful houfe was, 
in the year 1630, miftrefs of Spain, Portugal, 
and the riches of America ; the Netherlands, 
the duchy of Milan, the kingdoms of Naples* 
Bohemia, Hungary, and even Germany, (if 
we may fo fay) were become a part of its pa- 
trimony : and had all thefe ftates been united 
under one fingle head of this houfe, it is rea- 
fonable to believe, that he would, at length, 
have become mafter of all Europe. 

Of GfiRMAlTY. 

THE empire of Germany is the moil pow- 
erful neighbour which France has } it b 
r.early of the fame extent ; there is not, per- 
haps, fo much money in it. but it abounds 
more with fiurdy men, inured to labour. Tlie 
Germanic nation is*governed, with a very little 
difierence, as France was under the firft king^ 
of the Capetian race, who were chiefs of (eve- 
ral great vaflals, by whom they were frequently 
very ill obeyed, and of a great number of lefler 
ones. There are fixty free cities, called impe* 
rial i about as many fccular princes i near feny 
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ecclefiaftical ones, as well abbots as bifhops, 
nine eleAors, amongft whom we may reckon 
four kings ; and laftly, the emperor. Who is 
head of all thefe potentates : thefe at prefent 
compofe this great Germanic body, which, by 
the phlegmatic difpofition of its members, is 
maintained in as much order and regularity * 
as there was formerly confuiion in the French 
government. 

Each member of the empire has his particular 
rights, privileges, and obligations; and the 
knowledge of fuch a number of laws, which 
are frequently difputed, makes, what is called 
in Germany, ** The ftudy of the public law,'* 
for which that nation is fo famous. 

The emperor himfeif ihould not in fad be 
much more powerful or rich than a doge of 
Venice. You know that Germany being di- 
vided into cities and' principalities, nothing is 
kft for the chief of fuch a number of ftates, but 
the pre-eminence, accompanied with the fupreme 
honours, without either demefnes or money, 
and consequently without power* He does not 
pofiefs a iingle village in virtue of his title of 
emperor. Nevertt^lefs this dignity, often as 
vain as fupreme, has become fa powerful in the 
hands of the Auftrians, that it has been fre- 
quently feared that they would convert this re- 
public of princes into an abfolute monarchy. 

* Witnefs the prefent war, and the pad. We appre- 
hend our author might have compared Germany with more 
propriety, to the heptarchy of the Saxons, a confederacy of 
independent ftates, which choofe a prefident or chief, in- 
vefting him with a fupreme authority to be exercifed for 
the good of the community t but this authority is acquired 
hj eledion, nat enjoyed by hereditary rights 

I3 The 
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The chriftUn part of £urop«j cfpecially Gtt'- 
miiny, wai then, and fiill ii divided into two 

f>mM or (UU, The firft ii, that of the catho- 
ic», who are all more or lel'tf fubicA to the au- 
thority of ihe pope. 7'hc other^ that of the ene* 
nuc$ to the fpiritual aud temporal power of the 
pontifiV sind the prelatei of the church of Rome* 
lltefe latter are called hy the general name of 
proteflantK, though divided into Luthcrant^ 
Calviniftiy and other kAn^ who all hau one 
another ai much aa they do the church of 
Kome« 

In Germany, the ftatei of Saxooyi Brandeo* 
hitrg, the Palatinate, a part of Bohemia and 
Hungary, the houfci of Brunfwick and Wir* 
tcmbfi;rg followed the Lutheran religion, which 
if by them called tba cvangelicaL All the free 
cities of the empire have likewife embraced 
urn fc£i, ati fcemin^Iy more agreeable to a 
propic jcaloua of therr liberty than the religioa 
of the church of Rome# 

The Calvinifts, who are icitttf^ Miongft 
the Lutberanf^fo;HfOttt an inconfiderabk party. 
I fie Koman Catholics conftiiute the reft of the 
empire ', and having at their head the hode oC 
Auihia, they were wtthottt doubt the moft 
powerful* 

Not only Ckrmany but all the chrifliaA 
ftates were ftill bleeding with the woonda of cW 
many religious wars in which they had bcca 
engaged ; a madnefs peculiar to chriftiant^ and 
unknown to idolaters, and which was the teal 
confequence of that dogmatic turn, which bad 
for fo long a lime been introduced among all 
ranks of people. Almoft every priinc of coo* 
trovcrfy occasioned a civil war > and Ibreiga 

na- 
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natloniy (nay perhaps owe own pofterity) will 
g>ae day be at a lofs to comprehend how their 
anceftors could have thus mutually butchered 
each other, while they were preaching up the 
dodrine of patience. 

I have already (hewn how nedi* Ferdinand IL 
was to changing the ^German, ariflocracy into 
an abiblute monarchy^ and how he was on the 
point of being dethroned by Guftavus Vafa. 
His foil) Ferdinand III. who inherited his po<- 
litics, and like him ftiKle war from his cabinet, 
iwayed the imperial fceptre during the mino- 
rity of Lewi« XIV. 

Germany was not then fo fiouri(hing as it 
has fince becoitie< Not only every kind of 
luxury wa» wholly unknown there, but even 
tht conveniences of life were very fcarce in the 
- boiiAs of %ht greauft noblemen^ till the year 
1686, when they w^re introduced by th^ French 
refugees^ who iretlred thither and ftt up their 
naanufa^ories. Thl^ fruitful and M^ell peopled 
country was deftitute both oi' trad^ and money : 
the gravity of manners^ and fl^wn^fs peculiar 
to the Germans, deprived them o( thofe plea- 
fures and agreeable arta whicli the m^re pe- 
netrating Italiana^iad cultivated fbf mAiky years, 
and which the French induftrv begafl now to 
carry to perfeftion, T'hc German^) though 
rich at home, were poor every v\^here elfej and 
this poverty, added to the di&culty of uniting 
in a fhort time, fd many different people under 
one ftandard, made it impoffible for them to 
carry the war into their neighbours dominions, 
or fupport it there for any time, nearly as at 
this day. Accordingly, we almoft always find 
the French carrying on a war againft the em- 
I 4 pire 
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pirc within the empire. The difference of 
government and genius make the French more 
proper for attacking', and the Germans for aft- 
ing on the defenfive. 

Of SPAIN. 

THE Spanifh nation, governed by the 
elder branch of thehoute of Auftria, after 
the death of Charles V. had made itfelf more 
formidable to Europe than the Germanicempire. 
The kings of Spain were infinitely more abfo- 
hite and rich than the emperors : and the mines 
of Mexico and Peru furnifhed them with trea- 
fures fufHcient to purchafe the liberties of Eu- 
rope. You have already feen. the projeft of 
univerfal monarchy, or rather univerfal fupe- 
rioritv on the Chriftian continent, begun by 
Charles V. and carried on by Philip II. » 

The Spanifh greatnefs under Philip 11. be- 
came a vaft body without fubftance, which had 
more reputation than real ftrengtfa. 

Philip ly. who inherited his father's weak- 
nefs, loft Portugal by his negleft } Rouffilloa 
by the inferioritv of his arms } and Catalonia 
by the abufe of nis abfolute authority. Such 
princes could not long continue fucce&ful in 
their wars againft France. If our errors and 
dividons gave them fome few advantages, they 
foon loft the fruits of them by their own want 
of capacity. Befides, they had a people to 
command whofe privileges gave them a right to 
ferve ill. The Caftilians, for inftance, had a 
privilege by which they were exempted from 
ferving out of their own country. The Arra* 
goniflns were continually oppofing their liber- 
tics 
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ties to the orders of the king's council ; and 
die Catalans, who looked upon their kings as 
their enemies, would not even fuiFer them to 
raife militia in their provinces. ^ 

Notwithflanding all thefe difadvantages, 
Spain, by being united to the empire, threw a 
very formidable weight into the balance of 
Europe. 

Or PORTUGAL. 

AT this time Portugal was again made a 
kingdom. John duke of Braganza, who 
pafled for a weak prince, had wrefted this pro« 
vince from a king who Was weaker than him« 
ielf. The Portuguefe,. through neceffity, culti<* 
vated trade, which the Spaniards through pride 
negle£l:ed> and had lately, (in the year 1641) 
entered into a league with the French and 
Dutch againft Spain. France gained more by 
the revolution in Portugal than (be could have 
done by the moft fignal vi£lories. The French 
miniflry, without having in the leaft contributed 
to this events reaped without any trouble the 
greateft advantage that can be wifhed for over ' 
an enemv ; that of feeing him attacked by an 
irreconcileable power. 

Portugal^ who thus threw ofF the Spanifli 
yoke, extended its trade, and augmented its., 
power, puts ^s in mind of Holland, which 
enjoyed the fame advantages, though in a very 
dlirerent manner. 
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Of fbc UlfSTX0 PftOVIVCBf* 

TH 1 8 (mzl\ ftatev compo<ed of ftyen tt rM 
provinccfi, a countA^ abounding in ex* 
cetlent fiafittrage, bite deftitttte of all kind of 

f^r^in, unhealthy, and In a manner buried in the 
bt wa$ for about half a century almoft the onljr 
f xampic in the world, of what may be done bv 
the love ofliberty ana unwearied labour* Tbeie 
poor pco())e, few in number, and inferior in 
niilit;4ry difcipline totbemeaneft of the Spaiiifii 
tniUtia, and of no nceottnt in the reft of Eu- 
rope, made head againft the whole colleAed 
force of their mafter and tyrant PhiKp II. elu* 
dcd the deffgnt of fevcral princes who offered 
to aftft them, in hopes of enflavtng them, aad 
founded a power which we hare fecn conn* 
urbalsncing that of Spain itfcif. The ietpc" 
ration which tyranny inipires firft armed thefe 
p<^opte > liberty raifed their courage^ and the 
piir>ce9 of ehe houfe of Orange msue them ez^ 
i:«IUnt foldlers. No fooner were they become 
ioni)u«rofs of their matters, than they efta^ 
bii(h<rd a form of ffovernntent which prdrrvca 
as far as is pofflibie, equality, ibe mod natural 
ri^'ht of mankind* 

1 bis ftate of fo new a kind was from its 
ftrii foundation intimately attached to France: 
they were united by intereft^ and had the hm$ 
eiiemie«* Henry the Oreat, and Lewie XIH* 
hiul been lu allies and^rote^turs* 

Of 
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Or E N G L A H D. 

ENGLAND, » far more* powerful ftate, 
arregHted to itfelf the fovereignty of the 
IbaS) and pretended to preferte a baUance bc^ 
tireen the powers of Europe ; but Charles I. 
who began his reign in 1625^ Mras fo far from 
kelng able to fupport the weight of this baliance, 
that he found the fceptre already falling through 
his hands: he had attempted to render hit 
power independent of the laws of England, and 
to make a change in 'the religion of Scotland. 
He was too headftrong to be divertied from his 
projedls, and too weak to carry thctti into ex- 
ecution. He was the good huibaxid, (he good 
mafter, the good father, and the honeft man * ; 
hat an ill advifed prince : he engaged in a civil 
War, which loft him his throne, and made hinm 
end his life on a fcaffold, by an unparaMelei 
ferolution. 

This civil war, which was begun in the mi- 
nority of Lewis XIV. prevented England for 
ibme time from taking part in hef neighbour^ 
Concerns : fhe loft her credit in Europe, with 



* We (hould be glad to know how he could be a good 
man that endeavoured to render himfetf abfolote and inde- 
pendent of the hiwi of hie countr/. Mr. de ydtoire would 
taiva done more joAice to the oharaAev of Charlee, had h» 
Itid that nwnarciv wae too jealont of hU prerogative, uponr 
which tie imagined the commont wanted to intrench j an<i 
did not fo Acieotly advert to the extent of the privileges of 
the people. That he IhouM be miflaken in thefe particu* 
lare, it not ac all fufprifing, when we eonjeAore that the 
bonndt of prerafativc and privU^ie wert not a( that pc* 
fiod afcnrtaincd, 
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her quiet at home ; her trade was obftruded, 
and other nations looked upon her as buried 
beneath her own ruins, till the time that (he 
at once became more formidable than ever, un- 
der the rule of Cromwell, who had enfltved 
her with the gofpel in one hand, the fword 
in the other, and the made of religion on bis 
face i and who in his adminiftration concealed, 
under the qualities of a great king, all the 
crimes of an ufurpen 

Of ROME. 

THE ballance which England Jiad fo long 
flattered itfelf with the hopes of keeping 
up by its fuperior power, Rome endeavourM 
to maintain oy its politics. Italy was divided 
as it now is into feveral fovereignties ; that 
which is poiTefled by the j^pe is fuflicientlj 
great to render him reibedable as a prince, and 
too fmall to make him formidable. The nature 
of the government does not contribute to the 
peopling of his country, which alto has very 
little trade or money. His fpiritual authority^ 
which is always mixed with fomething of the. 
temporal, is flighted and abhorred tr^ one 
half of Chriftendom : and though he is con- 
fidcred as a father by the other half, yet he haa 
fome children who refift his will at times with 
reafon and fuccefs. It is the maxim of the 
French government to look upon htm as a fk- 
cred but enterpriflng perfon, whofe hands mull 
fometimes be tied, though they kifs his feet* 
We ftill fee in all the catholic countries the 
traces of thofe fteps which the court of Rome 
has frequently made towards untveiial mo- 

oarcby* 
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narcby. All the princes of the Romifh xelif 
gion, upon their acceffion, fend an embaflytv 
the pope, which is termed the cmhaSy of obe- 
dience. Every crowned head has a cardinal at 
his court, who takes the name of prote£lor« The 
pope grants bulls for filling up all vacant br- 
fliopricks, and expreiles himfelf in thefe bulls as 
if be conferred thefe dignities by his own pure 
authority. All the Itdian, Spaniih, Flemifh, 
and even fbme of the French biihops, ftile. 
themfelves bifhops by the divine pemuffion, and 
that of the holy fee. There is no kingdom in 
which he has not feveral benefices in his no- 
mination ; and he receives as a tribute the firft 
years revenues of confiftorial benefices. 

The religious orders, whofe principals refide 
at Rome, are again fo many immediate fub- ' 
je£ls to the pontiff, fcattered over all fhtes» 
Cuftom, which does every thing, and which 
occafions the world to be governed by abufes 
as by laws, has not always permitted princes 
to put an entire ftop to this danger, winch m 
other refpe£ls is connected with things ufeful 
and facred. To fwear allegiance to any other 
than the fovereign is a crime of high treafon 
in a layman ; but in a convent it is a religious 
ad. The difficulty of knowing how far we 
are to carry our obedience to this foreign^ 
fcvercign, the eafe with which* we fuffer our- 
ielves to be feduced, the pleafure there is iit 
throwing off a natural yoke for a voluntary one, 
the fpirit ofdifcord and the unhappinefs of the 
times, have but too often prevailed on whole- 
bodies of religious orders to ierve the caufe of 
Rome agaioft their own country*. 

The 
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The enlrghtened fpirit wliich has reigned ia 
France for this Century paft, and which has coiti' 
municated itfelf to people of allranks^ has proved. 
the moft effe&tial remedy againft this abufe. 
The exeelknt books which have been written 
on this fufcjed, have done real iervke both to 
kir^ and people } and one of the great changes 
which was wrotigbt by this means in our man* 
nersy under the reign of Lewis XI V« i&^ that 
the religious of all kinds begin now to be per- 
fuaded that they Ibould be f«b}«a to their kin|^ 
before they are fervanrs to the pope. The jti* 
ridkal power^ which is the ei&ntial mark of 
fevereignty, ftill remains with the Roman pon« 
tiiFj and even the French government, not- 
Withftanding all the liberties of the Gallkran 
church, aikms a final appeal to the pope in aU 
eccleftaftical caufes. 

Jf any one is defirous of obtaining a divorce^ 
of marrying a near relation, or of being le- 
leafed from their vows, appiicatk>n is to bo 
made to the court of Rome, and not to the 
bifliop of the diocefej there all indulgencies 
are rated, and the individuals of all ilates may 
from thence purchafe difper^tione at all prices. 
. Tbefe advantages^ which are by many people 
looked upon as the confequences of the greateft 
abufe, and by others as the remains of the moft 
iacred rights, are always artfully preferved $ 
and modern Rome en^>loys as much policy ia 
keeping up its credit as the ancient republic 
did in conquering one half of the knowA 
world. 

No court ever knew better how to z€t agree- 
able to men and times. The popes are aknoft 
aiways Italians^ grown grey in public affairs, 

and 
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and divefted of tbofe paffions which make men 
blind to their intereftj their council is com- 
pofed of cardinals, who refemble them, and 
who are all animated with the fame fpirit. This 
council iflues mandates, which reach as far as 
China, and the extremes of America, in which 
fenfe it may be faid to take in the whole uni« 
verfe ; and we mav fay of it as a ftranger for- 
merly faid of the Roman fenate : " I have be- 
held an affcmbly of kings." Moft of our wri- 
ters have with reafon inretghed againft the 
ambition of this court ; but I do not find one 
who -has Ame fufRcient jnflice to its prudence,. 
neither do I know if any other nation catild 
ha?e ib long maintained itfelf m the pofleffion 
of fo many privileges continually conteiled ; 
iny other court might probably have loft thern^ 
either by its haughtinefs, its effeminacy, its 
foth, or its vivacity ; but that of Rome, by an 
almoft conftant proper ufe of refolution and 
conceffion, has preferved all that was humanly 
poffible for her to prcferve. We have feen 
ker fubmiffive to Charles V. terriUe to our 
king, Henry III. the friend and the foe by turns 
ID HefMy IV. aditng cunningly with Lewis 
XIIL openly oppofing Lewis XIV. at a time 
when .^he was to be feared; and frequently a 
private enenav to the emperors, of whom fee 
was more dinruflful than even of the Turkifh 
fnltan. 

Some rights, many pretenfions, poKtics, and 
patience, are all that Rome has now left of 
that ancient power^which fix centuries ago at* 
tempted to fitbjeft the eihprre and all Europe- 
t» ib» triple cixywn^ 

Nar 
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Naples is ftiU an exifting proof of that right 
which the popes formerly dltmed with fo macb 
art and parade, of creatiite and beflowing king* 
doms i but the king of Spain, who is &e pre^ 
fent poileiibr of that kingdom, has only left the 
court of Rome the dangerous honour of having 
an overpowerful vaflaL 

Of the reft of ITALY. 

AS for the reft, the pope's dominions were 
iltuated in a peaceable countfy, which hai 
siever been difturbed but by a trifling war, of 
which I have akeadyfpoken,. between the cardi* 
nals Barbersni, nephews to Urban VIII. and the 
duke of Parma. 

The other provinces of Italv were biafled by 
various intereus* Venice had the Turks and 
the emperor to fear, and could hardly defend 
ks dominbnt on the continent againft the 
pretenfions of Germany, and the invafion of 
the grand fij^nor. She was no longer that city 
which was formerly the miftrefs olthe trade of 
the whole world, and that one hundred and 
fifty years before had excited the jealouQr of 
(b many crowned heads. The wi/oom of its 
adminiftration continued the fame as formerly ; 
but its sreat trade being deftroyed, deprived it 
of almoft all iu flrength, and the city of Venice 
was by its fituation incapable of being conquer* 
ed, and by its weakneis incapable of making 
conquefts. 

Theftate of Florence enjoyed tranquility 
and abundance under thegovernmentcrf'the Me- 
dicis'family ; and literature, arts^and politends^ 
irbich they bad firft introduced, fiill flouriflied 

tbcre» 
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there* Tufcany was at that time in Italy 
what Athens had been in Greece. 

Savoy, after having been rent by a civil war» 
and defolated by the French and Spani(h armies^ 
was at length wholly united in favour of France^ 
and contributed to weaken the Auftrian power 
in Italy. 

The Swifs nation preferved, as at this day, its 
own liberty, without feeking to opprefs its 
neighbours. They fold the fervice of their 
troops to nations richer than themfelves : they 
werjs poor and ignorant of the fciences, and of 
all the arts which are begotten by luxury j but 
they were wife, and they were happy. 

Of the Northern Kingdoms. 

THE Northern nations of Europe, viz. 
Poland, Sweden, Denmark, andMufcovy^ 
were like the other powers, alwavs diftruftful of, 
and at war with each other. In Poland, both the 
manners and government were, as they now 
are, nearly the fame with thofe of the ancient 
Goths and Franks. The crown was derive ; 
the nobles had a ihare in the fnpreme autho- 
rity ; the people were flaves ; the tnfiintry was 
weak; and the cavalry was wholly compofed 
of nobles ; there were no fortified towns, and 
fcarccly any trade. Thefe people were at- 
tacked at one time by the Swedes, or the Mus- 
covites, and at others by the Turks. 

The Swedes, who were a freer nation by 
their conftitution, which admits even the Ibweft 
clafs oft he people into the afTembly of the general 
eflates, but at that time more fubjeft to their 
kings than the Poles> were almoft every where 

vi<i- 
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yiStorlouB, DenmArk, which had formerly been 
(o formidable co Sweden, was no longer fe to 
any power i and Mufcovy waa not yet emerged 
' from barbarifm. 

Of the TURK S. 

TH E Turki were not what they had been 
under their Selims, their Mahometf, and 
their Solymans, The feraglio, though cor- 
rupted by eiFeminacy, ftill retained its cruelty* 
The fultans were at the fame time the moil 
defpotic of foverciensy and the leaft fecure of 
their throne and lire. Ofman and Ibrahim had 
lately been ftrangled, and Muftapha bad been 
twice depofedt The Ottoman empire, tottering 
from tbefe repeated ibocks, was alio attacked 
by thePerflans) but when it had enjoyed ft 
little refpite from them, and that the revolutioM 
of the feraglio were at an end, this empire be* 
canie again formidable to Chriftendom^ and 
reread its conquefis from the mouth of the Bo-* 
XiAhenes to the Adriatic fea« Mufcovy, Huf>- 
j{ary, Greece, u4 the Archipelago, fell alt«r* 
nately a prey to the Turklfii arms ; and fr«Mi 
the year 1644, they bad conftantly carried on 
the war of Candia, which, proved fo fatal to 
the Cbriftians. 

Such then were the fituation, ftrengtb, and 
interefts of the princbal European nations, 
about the time that Lrewif X11I# of France 
departed this life. 

The 
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The Situation of France* 

FRANCE, who was in alliance with 
Sweden, Holland, Savoy, and Portugal, 
and had the favourable wiflies of the other na* 
tions who remained ina£live, was engaged in a 
war againft the empire and Spain, which 
|>roved ruinous to both fides, and particularly 
fatal to the houfe of Auftria. This war was 
like all thofe which have been carried on for 
fo many centuries between chriftian princes, in 
which millions of men have been facriiiced, and 
whole provinces IM wafte to obtain a few 
frontier towns, the pofleffion of which is feldom 
worth the expence of conquering them. 

Lewis Xlirs generals had tak^n Rouifttlon ; 
<^nd the Catalans had given their province to 
France, as the poteflrefs of that liberty which 
they defended againft their kings; but all 
thefe fuccefles had not prevented the enemy 
from making themfelve? mailers of Corbie, in 
the year 1.6^7, and advancing as far as Pontoi(e* 
Fear had driven one half of the inhabitants out 
of Paris ; and cardinal de Richelieu, in th« 
midft of his mighty projects for humbling the 
Auftrian power, had been reduced to lay a tax 
upon the houfes with great gates in the city 
of Paris ; ev^ry one of which was obliged to 
furnifh a footman armed, to drive the enemy 
' from the gates of the metropolis. 

The French there had done the Spaniards 
and Germans a great deal of mifchief, and had 
fuffercd as much themfelves. 

The 
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The Manners of the A o £• 

TH £ wan had produced feveral illuftrious 
generals i fuch as a Guftavus Adolphus, z 
Walftein, a duke of Saxe Weimar, a Picolomini, 
a John de Vert» the marechal of Guebriant^ the 
princes of Oranee, and the €ount of Harcourt : 
nor was this aftelefs famous for minifters of ftate* 
Chancellor Oxenftiern \ the count duke Oli- 
varezy and the cardinal duke de Richelieu, had 
drawn the attention of all Europe upon tbem^ 
efpecially the latter. There never was an a^e 
which had not fome famous ftatefmen and ioI« 
diers : politics and arms feem unhappily to be 
the two profeffions moft natural to man, who 
muft always be either negociating^or fighting* 
The moft fortunate is accounted the greatdl; and 
the public frequently attributes to merit what 
i» only the cne& ot an happy fuccefs. 

War was then carried on differently from 
what it afterwards was In the time of Lewir 
XIV. There were not fuch numerous armies : 
no eeneral fince the iieee of Metz by Charlee 
V. had been at the head of fifty thoufand meo» 
They did not make ufe of fo many cannon ia 
the befiesing and defending of places as at pre^ 
fent. The art of fortification itfelf was dien 
in its infancy. Spears and ihortguns were then 
in ufe, as well as the fword, which is now en* 
tirely laid afide. One of the old laws of na- 

• Ax«l OxcnAicrn wu great cbaiiMUor oT Swdia^ a^ 
prime miniAer to Ouftavui Adolphuii after wboie 4eatb ha 
conducted the affairi of the Swedes and their alliaa in Ocr« 
many, under the oama «f Oke^or*OcoeraK 
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tions was ftill in force, namely, that of de« 
clarins war by a herald. Lewis XIIL was 
the laft who obferved this cuftom : he fent an 
herald at arms to Bruflels, to declare war againft 
Spain, in the year 1635. 

Nothing was more common at that time than 
to fee armies commanded by nricAs: the car« 
dinal Infant, the cardinals of $avoy, Richelieu, 
la Valette*, and Sourdisf, archbimopof Bour« 
deaux, had put on the cuirafs, and waged war 
in perfon. A bifhop of Mendes had been frequent* 
ly intendant of the army. The popes fometimes 
threatned thefe military prelates with excom- 
inunication. Pope Uroan VIII. being incen« 
fed againft France, fent word to cardinal la 
Valette, that he would ftrip him of the purple^ 
if he did not lay down the fword; but when 
the pontiff came afterwards to be reconciled to 
France, he loaded them with benedidtions. 

Ambafladors, who are equally the minifters 
of peace with churchmen, made no difficulty of 
ferving in the armies of the allied powers, t#~ 
w;hom thpy were fent. Charnace, who was 
envoy from the court of France, to Holland, 
commanded a regiment there in 1637 s and 

• Louis de Nogaret, cardxnail de la Valette^ was. third Ton 
to the duke d*£pemon. While archbifliop of Tholoufe,' 
pope Paul y . raifed him to the rank of a cardinal, in the 
year i6ai. He was alfo commander of the order of the 
Holy Ghoft, lieutenant general of the king*s armies, and 
governor of Anjoo, He owed all his promotions to the 
favour of cardinal de Richelieu, to wbofe intereft he was 
entirely devoted. 

f It was not Francis d^Efcoubleao, cardinal de Sourdii, 
tot his brother Henry, his coadjutor and afterwards fuc- 
eeObr in the archbifliopric of Boordeaux, who aOedio a ml- 
liury capacity, as being commander of the ldng*t orders. 

fome 
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fometimcs afterwardsi even the ambamidor 
d'Eftradewas a colonel in the Dutch fcrvice. 

France had not in all above eighty thoufand 
'efFeAtve men on foot. Its marine^ which ha4 
for fome centuries fallen to decay, and had af- 
•tervirards been a tittle reftored by cardinal de 
Richeneu) was ruined under Mazarin» Z^ewia 
XJIL had itot more than forty-five millions of 
xeal ordinary revenue j but money was then at 
twehty-fijc livres the mark, confequently thefe 
forty-five millions amounted to near eighty* 
iive millions of the prefent currency, when 
the arbitrary value of the filver mark is carried 
to forty-nine livres and an half; an exorbitant 
numerical value, and which juftice and them* 
tereft of the public forbid ever to be increa(ed« 

Trade, which is fo univerfal at prefenf, wa« 
then only in a very few hands : the police of 
the kingdom was entirely neglefted, a certain 
fi^n of a bad adminiftration. Cardinal de 
Richelieu, whollv taken up with his own great- 
nefs, which was linked with that of the ftatr^ 
had begun to render France formidable without 
doors, but had not been able to it make flouriih- 
ing withb. The roads were neither kept in re- 
pair nor properly guarded ; they were infe^bd 
by troops of robbers. The ttrects of Pkris, 
which were narrow,, badly paved, and covered 
with djfiigretable filthy fwaimtd with thieves, 
k is pr9¥ed by tho regifleiit of psHrliaineiit, thee 
the city watch was at that time reduced tm 
tbrty-nve men, badly payed, and who fre« 
tjfientJf did no. duty at alL 

Evet fnce the death of FraMsaL Freaoe htd 
^^^mndnwiWremhfdifilw^ er dUt^tbei 
by&aiofl5. Thr people jsefcrwei-etilv yoke 
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In a voluntary or peaceable manner. The 
nobles were trained yp from their youth in con-« 
fpiracies ; it was the court-art, the fame as that 
of pleafing the fovereign has (ince been* 

This fpirit of difcord and fa&ion fpread it&If 
from the court into the fmalleft townis, and took 
poflbiSon of ail public focieties in the kingdom ; 
every thing was difputed^ becaufe there was n^ 
. general rule ; the ^rery pariihes in Paris u(ed to 
come to blows with each other ; and proceifioaa 
Jiave fought together about the honour of their . 
.banners. The canons of Notre Dame were 
frequently feen engaged with thofe of the Holy 
Chapet ; the parliament and the chamber of ac« 
counts battled for the upper hand in the church 
of Notre Dame, the very day that Lewis. XIIL 
out his kingdom under the protedUon of thp 
Virgin Mary. 

Almoft all the public corporations of the 
kingdom were in arms, and almoft every in* 
divia.ual was inflamedwith the fury of duelling. 
This Gothic barbarifm, which was formerly 
audiorized by kings themfelves, and wasbecomq 
the diftinguifliing charadter of the nation, con- 
tributed as much as the foreign and domefiic 
w»m:« to depopulatfi the country. It is not f^y* 
Ing too much to aver,^ that m the courfe of 
twenty yevs> of which ten had been trQuble4 
by war, there died more French gentlemen by 
tne hand^ of Frenchmen than by thofe of the 
enemy. / 

We C&all not b«re take any notice of the 
manner in which the arts and fciences were 
cultivated : this part of the hiftory of our man- 
ners, Will be found in it^ proper place. Wc 
Ai^oqIv remade that thfiTcfiAcb iiatioii was 
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plunged in ignorance, without excepting even 
thofe who look upon themfclves ai removed 
above the common people. 

Aftrologers were much confulted, and gready 
confided in. All the memoirs of this age» to 
begin\vith the biftoryof the prefident deThou, 
are full of predifiions : even the erave and rigid 
duke of Sully himfelf, very ferioullyrelates thofe 
which were made to Henry IV. This creduli- 
ty, which is the moft infallible mark of igno« 
/ ranee, prevailed fo much at that time, that care 
was taken to keep an aflrologer concealed ia 
queen Anne of Auftria's chamber, while ibe 
was in labour of Lewis the XIV. 

It is hardly credible, though we find it re- 
lated by the abbot Vittorio Siri, a cotemporajy 
writer of great authority, that Lewis XIII. bad 
the furname of Juft given him from hit child- 
hood, becaufe he was born under the fign Li- 
bra, or the ballance. 

The fame weaknefs which firft brought this 
abfurd chimera ofjudicial aftrology into vogue, 
occafioned abelief m fafcinations and witchcrafts ^ 
It was even made a point of religion, and no- 
thing was to be feen but priefts drivingout devils 
from thofe who were faid to be poiTefled. The 
courts of juftice, compofcd of magiftratet who 
ought to have more underftanding than the vul- 
gar, were employed in trying witches and for- 
cerers. The death of the famous curate of Lou- 
doun, Urban Grandier, will ever be a ifaun upon 
the memory of cardinal de Richelieu. This 
man was condemned to the ftake for a ma- 
gician, by commiffioners appointed by the 
council of^ftate. We cannot without indigna- 
tion reflea, that the minifter and die judgcf 
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flioidd have been fo weak as to believe in the 
devils of Loudun *, and fo barbarous as to con- 
demn an innocent man to the flames ; and it 
will be remembered with aftoniihroent by the 
lateft pofterity, that the wife of the marechal 
d'Ancre was burnt in the Place de Greve for a 
witch. 

There is ftill to be feen, in a copy of fome re- 
gifters of the Chatelet, a trial which was begun 
in tbe year 1601, on account of a horfe, whom 
bis mafter had with great pains taught to per- 
form tricks, as we now fee fome every day at 
our fairs. They wanted to burn both mafter 
and horfe. 

We have already fald enough to give an idea 
df the manners and (pmt of the age which pre- 
ceded that of Lewis XIV. 

This want of underftanding in all orders of 
the ftate, did not a little encourage, even among 
the beft people, certain fuperftitious pradices, 

* Tb« rMl crime for which Grandier foflTered^ was bis 
being believed the author of a lampoon, intituled. La Cour- 
donniere de LoudiiR, m which the birth and character of car- 
dinal Richelieu were feverely fatirifed. Gmdier being ac- 
cufed by the, Capuchins, of exercifing the black art upon 
fome Urfiilifie muis, fuppofed to be pofltfled at Loudun, 
he was brought to his trial, and found guilty on the evidence 
of tbe-fi^Uowing devils, Alhtarotb, of the order -of the fe- 
raphf m> and chief of the pofleffing demons ; Eafas, Celfus, 
Acaos, Cedon, and Afmodeus, of the order of the thrones 3 
Alex, Zabulon, Nephthalim, Cham, Uriel, and Acbas, of 
the efder of principalities ; in other words, by the Urfti- 
linoss fappoftd to be poflefled by thefe devils. He was 
condemned to be burned alive, and fuflfered with great cou- 
rage and c»mpofure : when he was brought to the ilake, 
a drone-fly happening to buz about his head, a monk who 
was prefent, cried aloud, that the devil was come in the 
ifaspe of a drone to fetch away the foal of Grandier. 

Vol, VI. K which 
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which were a difgrace to religion. The pro- 
tcflants, con fo'.in ding the reafonable worihip 
of the catholics with the abufes introduced into 
that worftip, were more firmly fixed in their 
hatred to our church ; to our popular fuperfii- 
tions, frequently intermingled with debauche- 
ries, they oppofed a brutal fternefs and a ferocity 
of manners^, the charader of almoft all reform* 
crs. Thus was France rent and debafed by 
a party fpirit, while that focial difpofition, for 
which the nation is nowfodefervcdly famous and 
: cftecmed, was unknown amongft us. There 

t were then no houfes where men of merit might 

; meet together to communicate their lights to 

I each other, no academies, no theatres. In a 

I word, our manners, laws, arts, fociety, reli* 

I gion, peace, and war, had no refemblance with 

what was afterwards feen in that age known 
' by the name of The Age of Lewis XIV. 

CHAP. CLXVII. 
Minority of LEWIS XIV. 

The Viftories of the French under the great 
CoNDB) then Duke of Enguien. 

CARDINAL de Richelieu and Lewis 
XIIL were latriv dead, the one admired 
and hated, the other suready forgotten. They 
had left the French, who were at that time a 
reftlcffl people, in a fixed averfion to the very 
name of a miniftry^ and with very little reipeA 

to 
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to the throne. Lewis XIII. had, by his will, 
fettled a council of regency. This a ^ o 
monarch,' fo ill obeyed when he was "^ ' • 
living, flattered himfelf with meeting ^ ^^ 
with more obfervanee after his death ; but the 
£rft ftep taken by his widow, Anne of Auftria, 
was to procure an arriet of the parliament of 
Paris for fetttng afide her hufband!s will. This 
body, which had been fo long in oppofition to 
the court, and which under Lewis had with 
difficulty preferved its right of making remon- 
ifarances, now annuHed its monarch's will with 
the fame eafe as it would have determined the 
^caufe of a private citizen. Anne of Auftria ap« 
^ied to this afleknbly to have the regency unH- 
-mited, becaufe that Mary of Medicis had made, 
life of the fame court after the death of Henry 
iV. and Mary of Medicis bad fet this example, 
-becaufe any other method would have been te- 
dious and uncertain ; becaufe the parliament 
being furrounded by her guards, could not dif- 
pote her will ; and that an arret iflued by the 
parliament and the peers, feemed to confer an 
inconteftable right*. 

The cuftom which always confers the re- 
gency on the king's mother, appeared to the 
French at that time - as fundamental a law as 
that by which women are excluded from the 
crown. The parliament of Paris having twice 
fettled this point, that is to fay, having by its 
own authority decreed the regency veiled in 

* Riencoart, in his hiftory of Lewis XIV. fays, that 
Lewis Xnrs wiU was regiftered in parliament. What de- 
ceiTed this writer is, that Lewis XIII. had adually declared 
the queen regent, which was confirmed, but that part of hit 
<mU by which be h»d limited her authovit/^ was fet afide. 

K 2 the 
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the queen-mothers^ Teemed in (zSk to have con- 
ferred the regency; it confidercd itfelf^ not 
\(rithout fome fliew of reafon» as tbe guudiaa 
of our kin^, and every cottxiilellor thoufldH he 
had a part in the fovereign attthority. oy the 
fame arret, Gallon duke of OrfeanSy biother t$ 
the late king, had the vain title ghren him of 
lieutenant-general of the kingdom^ ttndcrthe 
queen-regenty who was ^difelute. 

Anne of Aoftria was, upon her firft af&iming 
the reins of government^ obliged to contbue 
the war agaxnft het brother Philip IV. ium of 
Spain, whom flie afFe&kmately loved« It is 
difficult to affign any pofittve reafoa Sot the 
French having undertaken this vmr 1. they 
claimed nothing from Spain, not even Narvtrre, 
which ought to have been the patrimony of die 
kings of France. They had OMittnoed at war 
ever fmce the year 16349 becaufe carduMl de 
Richelieu would have it fo^ and it is to be taf^ 
poTed that lie was defirous of it» in order to 
make himfelf neccflary. He bad en g a ge d in a 
leasue againft the en^ror widi the Swedc% 
and duke Bernard of Saxe^Weimar^ osie of 
tho& generals whom the Italians odled Ccndoc- 
tieri, who fold the fervice of tbeif troope. He 
likewife attacked tbe Auftriaii Spaniik haach^ 
in thofe ten provinces which wte now CaH bf 
tbe ffeneral name of Flasiders i and he htd di- 
vided this country with the DtMch, m diat 
time our allies, tho' it wis not yet coMucrai 

The ftrefs of the war hry on the fide of Fk*- 
ders: the Spaniih troops mardied from the fron- 
tiers of Hainault to the number of twenty-fix 
thoufand men, under tbe conmand of an oU 
experienced genend, whoft namt wasDosi 

Fran- 
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Francffco de Mello, fell upon and ravaged the 
borders of Champagne, and attacked Rocroi, 
and thought foon to advance to the very gates 
of Pans, as they had done eight years before. 
The death of Lewis XIII. and the weaknefs of a 
minority raifed their hopes, and when they faw 
only an inconfiderable army oppofed to them, 
and cimt commanded by a young man of only 
fwenty^cne years of age, dicfe hopes were 
changed into full fecurity. 

This tmexperienccd young man, whom they 
lb much defpiied, was Lewis of Bourbon, then 
fluke of Enguien, known fince by the name of 
the great Conde. Moft great generals have be- 
come fo by degrees, but this prince was born 
a general. The art of war feemed in him a 
natnra! inftinft. There was only him and the 
Swede Torftenfon, who at twenty years of age 
were poflefled of this taknt which can difpenfe 
with experience. 

The duke of Enguicn had received, together 
with the news of Lewis Xllt's death, orders 
not to rifk a battle ; the marechal de THopital, 
who had been giyen him as a counfellor and 
guide^ backed thefe timid orders by his own 
caution ; but the prince heeded neither the 
court nor the marechal : he entrufted his defigti 
to no one but lA^c field-marfhal Gaffion, a per- 
fon worthy of being confulted by him. They 
together obliged the marechal to give his affent 
to the battle. 

It is obferved of the prince, that yi 
having made all the neceflary difpo- ^' ^* 
fitions the evening before the battle, he flept fo 
foundly thaf night, that his people were obliged 
to wake him to begin the engagement. The 
K 3 fame 
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fame thing is related of Alexander. * It is very 
natural for a young man, exhaufted with the &-: 
tigue which muft attend the preparations for 
fuch a da)v to fall into a found fleep ; it is like* 
wife as natural that a genius formed for war, 
and adling without confufion, {hould leave the 
body fufficiently calm to enjoy fleep. The 
prince gained the battle himfelf, by a quicknelsr 
of fight, which ajt once made him difcern the 
danger, and the means to prevent it ; and by a 
cool aftivity, which carried him to every place 
at the time his prefence was wanted. He him- 
felf, at the head of the cavalry, fell upon the 
Spanifh infantry, till then deemed invincible, 
and which were as ftrong and compa<% as the 
ancient phalanx, fo greatly efteemed, and could 
open much quicker than the phalanx could, in 
order to give room for the difcharge of eighteen 
pieces of cannon, which were placed in its 
center. The prince furrounded this body, and 
charged it three times fucceffively ; at length 
he broke it> and no fooner was he aflured of 
the vidory, than be gave orders to put a flop 
to the flaughter. The Spanifh officers threw 
thcmfelves at his feety for prote£lion againft 
the fury of the vifiorious foldiery. The duke 
of Enguien was as affiduous in fecuring thcoi 
as he had been in conquering them. 

The old count de Fuentes, who commanded 
this body of foot, was flain on the field of battle ; 
which when Conde heard, he faid, " He ihould 
have wifhed^ to have died like him, if he had 
not conquered/' 

The high eftecm which the Spanifh arms 
had till then been held in by all Europe was 
now loft, and thofe of the French began to 

gain 
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gain repute, who had not for a century paft 
gained fo great a' victory j f r the bloody day 
of Marignan*, which was rather difpu ted than 
gained by Francis I. over the Swifs, was as 
much owing to the black bands of Germany as 
to the French. 

The battles of Pavia and of St. Quintin 
were again two fatal sras to the reputation of 
France. Henry IV. had the misfortune to gain 
great advantages only over his own nation. In 
the reign of Lewis AlII. the marfhal de Gue- 
briant had had fome fmall fuccefles, but they were 
always counterbalanced by lofles. Guflavus 
Adolphus was the only one at that time who 
fought thofe great battles which fhake a ftate, 
and remain for ever in the memory of pofterity. 

This battle of Rocroi became the aera of the 
French glory, and of the great Conde's. This 
general knew how to conquer, and to make 
the moft of conqueil. The letters he wrote 
made the court refolve on the fiege of Theon- 
ville, which cardinal Richelieu had not dared to 
hazard ; and when his couriers returned, they 
found every thing ready for the expedition. 

The prince of Conde marched thro' a p- 8 
the enemy's country, eluded the vigi- * ^^' 
lance of general Beck, and at length "•5' 

took Thionville ; from thence he haftened and 
laid fiege to Cirq, which he likewife reduced. 
He obliged the Germans to repafs the Rhine, 
followed them over that river, and came upon 
the frontiers, where he repaired all the defeats 
and lofles which the French had fuftained afte^ 

• Sec Vol. IV. Chap. CI. 
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the death of the marshal de Guthrhnt, lit 
found the town of Fribour^ in the eaaiiv't 
poilifllon, and general Merci under its waUff 
with an army fupcrior to bis own. Condi bad 
under him two marechaU of France* Gram^ 
mont and Turenne, the latter of whom bad been 
made marechal about a month» in confidcradoA 
of the ^ood fervices he had done a^lnft the Spt^ 
ntardv in Piedmont* where he laid the founds* 
tion of that great reputation which be afterwarde 
acquired. The prince with tbefe two g^neialf 
attacked Merci's camp* which was entrenched 
A ^, ^P^*^ ^^^ eminence!* The fight 
^"8* 3*» wag renewed three times in three ie* 
1^44' vera! days. It is faid that the duke 
of Enguicn threw his commander's ftaff into the 
enemv's trenches, and marched to retake it 
fworo in hand* at the head of the regiment of 
Conti. Inhere may fometimes be a neceffity 
for fuch bold actions* in leading on troops to 
attacks of fo dangerous a nature. This battle 
of Fribourg, rather bloody than deciiivc. was 
the iccond vidory the prince had gained. Merci 
decamped four days afterwards; and the furren- 
der of Philip(bourg and Mcntz were at once 
the proofs and fruits of this victory. 

The duke ol Enguien then returned to Paris* 
where he was received amidft the acclamations 
of the people* and demanded of the court the 
rewards due to his fervices i he left the com- 
mand of his army to marechal Turenne } but 
A II this general* notwithftanding his great 
xolc ^^^^^^^y ^"'» ^^* defeated at Maricn- 

'^'' daL upon this the prince flies back to 
his army, refumes the command* and to the 

glory 
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gfory of commanding the great Turcnne, zdd$ 
that of repairing his defeat. He at- * 
tacks Merci in me plains of Nordlin- ^' ^> 
gen, and gains a complete vifiory. *^* 

Marfhal Grammont was taken; but genera! 
Glen, the fecond in command to Merci, was 
likewife made prifoner, and Merci himfelf was 
among the number of die flain. This general, 
who was efteemed one of the greateft captains 
of his age, was interred on the field of battle 
with this infcription on his tomb, Sta^ viator, 
beroem calcas ; Stop, traveller, thou treadeft on 
a hero. 

The name of the duke ofEnguien noweclip- 
fed all others.. He afterwards laU ^x « ^.i, 
fiege to Dunkirk, in fight of the ^ g 7"'' 
Spanifli army, and was the firft ^ ^ 
who added that place to the French territories* 

Thcfe many fuccefles and fervices, which 
were rather looked upon with a fufpicious eye 
by the court, than properly rewarded, made 
him as much feared by the miniftry as by his 
enemies. He was therefore recalled from bis 
theatre of conqueft and glory, and fent into 
Catalonia with a handful of bad troops, as badly 
paid } then he befieged the town of Lerida, but 
was obliged to quit the fieee. He is accufed 
by fcveral writers of a foolifh bravado, in hav- 
ing opened the trenches to the found of muiical 
inftruments. They did not know that this was 
die cuftom in Spain. 

It was not long however before the ticklifhfitu- 
ation of affairs obliged the court to recall him 
back to Flanders. Archduke Leopold, the em- 

Eror's brother, was then befieging the town of 
;iis in Artois. Conde, as foon as be was re- 
K 5 ftored 
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ftored to thofe troops who had always conquered 
under his command, led them dire£lly againft 
the archduke^ Leopold. This was Uie third 
time he had given battle with the advantage of 
numbers agalnfl him* He addreded his foldiers 
in this fhort fpeech ; ** My Friends, remember 
Rocroi, Fribourg, and Nordlingen." This 
battle of Lens put the finifhing ftroke to his re- 
putation. 

A iffith ^^ fuccoured in perfon marflxal 
"^', Q ' Grammont,. who was giving way 
' ^ with the left wing, and took 

general Beck prifoner. The archduke with 
great difficulty faved himfelf^ with the count 
of Fruenfalctagna. The enemy's army, which 
was compofed of the Tmperialifts and Spaniards^ 
was totally routed. They loft upwards of an 
hundred ftands of colours and thirty-eight 
pieces of cannon, which at that time was aeon- 
fiderable number ; there were five thoufand mea 
taken prifoners, aixd three thoufand flain j the reft 
dcfcrtcd) and the. archduke was left without an 
army. 

While the prince of Conde * was thus num*- 
bering the years of his youth by victories, and 
that the duke of Orleans, brother to Lewis XIH.. 
IJkewife maintained the reputation of a fon of 
Henry IV. and that of his country, by the 
lelv \f,AA *^'^'"S °^ Gravelines, Courtray, 
j^«i>, lu^. ^j Mardykei thevifcountof Tu- 

Nov i6A.d. ^^^^^ reduced Landau, drove the 
^^' Spaniards out of Triers, and rc- 
ftored the eledior. 
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' He gained the battles of Lavingen and Som« 
merhaufen with the Swedes, and ^^ , 
oWiged the duke of Bavaria to Ry ^^"^ * 
out of his dorr.inions, when almoft ^' 

eighty years old. The earl of Harcourt took 
Balaguier, and beat the Spaniards* j^^^' 
They loft Portolongonc in Italy, and ^^ 
their fleet was defeated, on thatcoaft by ,^^^5. 
twenty fhips of war, and as many gaC- ^ 
leys, which was the whole of the French navy, 
then newly reilored by cardinal de Richelieu. 

This was not all ; the French army took 
Lorraine from duke Chailes IV. a warlike, but 
Ackle, imprudent, and unfortunate prince,- who 
at the fame time faw his dominions feized oti 
by the French, and himfelf a prifoner to the 
Spaniards. The Auftrian power was hard 
prefled by the allies of France in the'North and 
South. The duke of Albuquerque,, the »|^ . 
Portuguef^ general, gained the battle- of ,f.Il 
Bajadox * againft the Spaniards. Tor- ^'^' '- 
ftcnfon defeated the Imperialifts near jyj^Y^i^ * 
Tabor ti and gained a. complete vie-/ ,5^^ * 
tory ; and^ the prince of- Orange^, at ^^ 

the head of his Hollanders, penetrated as far as 
the province of Brabant in Flanders. 

The Spanifti king was beaten on all fides, . 
and faw Kouflillon and Catalonia in the handa 
of the French. Naples had lately re- jg.- • 
Tolted againft him, and thrown itself ^'^ 
into the hands of the duke dc Guife, the lafl: 



• A fortified city of Spain, and a frontier plaw^^towarJa 
Portugal. 

f A fmall town of Bohemia, lying bet ween Budwcis^ 
and Prague. 
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prince of that branch of a boufe which had 
teemed with To many tlluftriouf and dangeroua 
men. Tbii prince, who was deemed only a 
ra(h and bold adventurer, becaufe he did not hic« 
cecd, had however the elory of PAAne alone 
in a boat through the mioft of the Spantln fleetf 
landine in Naplei, and defending it without 
any other ailiftance than hif own valoun 

At the view of fo many misfortunes pouring 
upon the houfe of Auftria, and fuch a train m 
victories gained by the French, and feconded 
by the fuccefles of their allie|, one would ima- 

Sne that Vienna and Madrid only wailed 
e moment when they fliould be obliged ta 
throw open their sates, and that the emperor 
and the Icing of Spain muft (hortly be aimoft 
deftitute of dominions i net erthelels, five yean 
of exceiltvc good fortune, hardly chequered by 
one difappointment, produced but yerr few real 
advantages, coft an infinite deal of btood^ and 
brought about no change ) or if there was one 
to be apprehended, it was rather on the fide o(F 
France, who was bordering upon its ruin, m 
the midft of fo many apparent niooefles* 
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CHAP. CLXVIIL 
ThkCIVILWAR. 

QUEEN Anne of Auflrta, the abfelute 
i^egent) \ud made cardiaal Mazarine^ 
mailer of At kingdom, and of berfelf. He 
liad that power over her, which erery artful 
Bum muft have over a woman who is weak 
enough to be governed, and reiblute enough 
to perfift in the choice ihe has mad^ of a fa« 
vourite. 

We lead in ibme of the memoirs of thofe timesy 
that the queen only made choice of Mazarine 
for her confident, in confequence of the in- 
ability of Potier, bifliop of B^uvais, whom ihe 
had at firft chofen for her minifter, and who id 
reprefented as a man of no capacity. Thia 
might poffibly have been the cafe, and the queen 
might have made ule of this man for fome time 
as a cypher not to exafperate the nation by the 
dioice of another cvdinal, and he a foreigner 9 
l«Jt we can never believe that Potier bcean his 
fiiort adminiftration by declaring to^he Dutch, 

• JqUo Mazarine was born in the little town of Pifcina^ 
in the Abruzso. He raifed himfelfy by hk political know* 
ledge and addrefi. to the notice of the court of Rome^ by 
which he was employed in feveral negociations. After tho * 
peace of Querafque, in 1631, he was fent as nuncio extra* 
ordinary to France, where he insinuated himfelf into tho 
good graces of cardinal de Richelieu^ and gained the friend- 
ihip of Lewis XIII. in confequence o€ whofe nomination he 
was created cardinal in the year 1641. After the death of 
Richelieu^ Lewis appointed him counfelior of ftate, and one 
/kf his executors : thus he naturally fucceeded to the ma^ 
'iMgememt of aflilindunDs th^ miAO^ty of Lewis XIV. 

. •« That 
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^ That they muft become catholics, if thef 
were defirbus of continuing in alliance with 
France ;" he might as well have made the fame 
propofal to the Swedes. We find this piece of 
abfurdity related by almoft all our hiftorians, 
becaufe they have r^ad it in the memoirs df 
fome of the courtiers and thofe concerned in 
the civil war ; th^re are however but too many 
pafTages in thefe memoirs, either falfified by 

Erejudice, or related on the authority of popu* 
ir rumour. Puerilities fhould never be quoted, 
and abfurdities can never be believed. 

Mazarine excercifed his power with mode- 
j^ation at the beginning. It is neceila'ry to have 
lived a long time wkh a miniAer to be able to 
draw bis character, to determine what decree 
of courage or weaknefs there was in his mmd, 
or how far he was prudent or knavifli : there- 
fore) without pretending to guefs at what Ma* 
zarine really was, we (hall only fay what he diiji* 
In the firft dayja of his greatne/s be afieded as 
much humility as Richelieu haddiiplayed haugb* 
tinefs. Inftead of taking a guard for his perfon, 
and appearing in public with royal pomp, be 
had at firft a very modeft retinue, and fubfti* 
tuted an air of affability, and even of foftnefs, 
in all things where his predeceflbr had Ihewn an 
inflexible pride. The queen was defirous to make* 
the court and the people fond of her perfon and 
authority, in which (be fu.cce.ci]cJ,.Ga{lon duke 
of Orleans, brother to Lewis XIII. and the 
prince of Cond6 fupported her power, and had 
no emulation but that of ferving the ftate. 

It was found neccflary to lay taxes, in 
crjdjpr to maintain the war with Spain and the 
cmpixc^ifomc vjrcrc accordingly imjitofed, yybich, 

were 
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were mfaft very moderate, compared with thofe 
which we have fince paid, and very infufKcient 
to the wants of the crown. 

The parliament, who had the power , 
of authenticating the edifls for thefe ^* 
taxes, ftrongly oppofed that of the tarif, and 
gained the confidence of the people, by conti* 
;iually thwarting the fchemes of the miniAry* 

In fhort, the creation of twelve new places 
pf matters of requefts, and the with-holding of 
about eight thoufand crowns from the falaries 
of the fuperior companies, caufed an infuredlion 
among all the people of the long robe, and with 
them of all Paris ; and what at this time would 
hardly be of confequei>ce enough to make a 
paragraph in a news paper, then ftirred.up a 
civil war 

• Brouffel, counfellor-clerk of the upper cham* 
]ber, a man of no capacity^ and wfaofe onlv 
merit was. that of being the fbrcmoft to open afj 
arguments againft the court, having, been put 
under arrefl:, the people exprefled more concern 
than they ha4 ever (hewn at the death of a 
good king. The barricadoe^ of the league 
were now revived, the flame of fedition burft 
out in an inftant^ and raged fo fiercely as hardly 
to be quenched, being induftrioufly fed by thd 
coadjutor, afterwards the cardinal de Ketz : 
this was the firft bifbop who bad ever excited a 
civil war without a religious pretext. This ex« 
traordinary man has given us his own portrait 
in his memoirs, which are wrote with an air of 
greatnefs, an impetuofity oi genius, and an 
inequality, which form a perfed image of his 
condudl.. He was a man, who, in the midft 
cf the moft debauched courfe of life, and fiill 

Ian- 
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laoftuifliing with the coniequences it prodacefy 
ha4 the art to harangue the people with ftioeeft, 
amd make himfelf idolized by them : he breath- 
ed nothing but faction and conrpiracy. At the 
age of twenty-three he had been at the head of 
a confpiracy, which was hatched againft the life 
of cardinal de Richelieu ; he was the contriver of 
the barricadoesf he always iirp;ed theparlia* 
tnent on to cabals, and the people to feditions • 
What is moft extroardinary is, that the parlia- 
menty whoUv guided by hiniy fet up their fland* 
ard againft trie court, even before they had the 
countenance or ai&ftance of any prince* 

This affemUy had for a long time been look- 
ed upon in a difFerent light by the court and 
the people. According to the declaration of 
all the minifters of Itatey and of the court 
itfelf, the parliament of Paris was a court 
of juftice iet apart for trying caufes be- 
tween the fubjeets: this prerogative it held 
purely from the will of our kines, and had no 
other pre-eminence over the other parliaments 
of the kingdom than that of feniority. It was 
a court of peers onl}r becauie the court gene- 
rallv refided at Paris : it had no greater right to 
maJce remonflrances than the other bodies in 
the ftate, and this right was a matter of pure 
indulgence. It had fucceeded thofe parliaments 
which heretofore reprefented the French nation, 
but it retained nothing more of thofe ancient 
aflcmblies than the bare name j an inconteftable 
proof of which is, that the eeneral eftates were 
aAually fubftituted in the place of the national 
aflemblics ; and the parliament of Paris no more 
refembled the ancient parliaments held by our 

Mt 
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Mk kings, diaii a oofifal of SniTrna or Aleppo 
fvfembles a Ronan eonful. 

This fingle miftake in the name fenred as a 
pretext to the ambkioDS pretenfions of a body 
of men.of the long tx)be, who all of tfaem, by 
having purcfaafad ^ir featSy looked itpon them- 
felves as intitled to fill the places of the con- 
ouerora of «he Gauls, and the lofls of crown 
neft. This body has at all times abufed the 
power which a chief trtbunal, always exifttng 
in a ci^taS, neceflarily arrogates to itfelf. It 
had the hcMntk to iflbe an arret agarnft Charles 
VII. and to banifli him from his kingdom. It 
began a crhninal procefs againft Henry III. It 
always, to the utmoft of its power, oppofed its 
foirereigns) and in this minority of Lewis XIV. 
imder the ino^ mild of governments, and the 
moil indulgent of ffaeens, it attempted to raile 
a civil war againft its prince, after the example . 
of the Englifli parliament, which at that timo 
kept its king a prrfener, and condemned him to 
lofe bis head. Such w^s the manner of fpeaking9 
and the thoughts of the cabinet ! 

But tlw citizens of Paris, and all thofe con- 
nected with the long robe, looked upon the 
parliament of Paris as an auguft body, that dif- 
penfed juftioe with a laudable integrity ; that 
had the good of the ibte only at heart, which 
it cherifhed at the hazard. of its own fortune; 
that confined its ambition to the glory of curb- 
ing the afpiring dcfigns of favourites ; that pre- 
ferved an eqval conduft between the prince and 
the people 5 and the people without enquiring into 
the origin of its rights or autljority, fuppofed it 
poiiefled of the moft facred privileges and indif- 
putaWe authority ^ and when they few it maia- 

taining 
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taining^ the public caufe againft minifterf whom- 
they hated, gave it the title of, ** The father* 
of the date/' and [daced a very fmall difference 
between the right by which king» hold their 
crowns, and that which gives the parliament a 
power to lay a reftri£tion upon the wills of 
kings. 

It was impoffible then to hit upon a medium 
between thefe two very oppofite extremes, for 
in ihort there was no other fixed law but that 
of time and circumftances* Under a vigorous 
adminiftration the parliament was nothing ; un- 
der a weak king it was all-powerful ^and that is. 
very applicable that was faid by Mr. de Guimene,. 
when this body, in the reien of Lewis XIII* com- 
plained of the deputies of the noblefle for bavins 
taken precedency of it, *^ Gentlemen, you wiu 
have aniDle revenge in the minority.'' 

We ihall not repeat in this place all that has 
been written concerning thefe troubles, nor 
copy whole volumes to recall to obfervation 
the numerous circumftances which were then 
thought fo important and dear, and that are 
now almoft buried in oblivion i it is our bufi- 
nefs to fpeak of what chara£lerifes the fpirit of 
the nation, and not dwell fo much upon what 
relates to the civil wars in general, as to what 
particularly diftinguilhes that of the Fronde, as 
It was called. 

Two powers, which were inftituted wholly 
for the maintenance of peace and harmony 
anion^d mankind, namely, an archbifbop and 
a parliament, having begun thefe troubles, the 
people looked upon themfclves as juftified in 
the greateft extravagancies. The queen could* 
110 longer appear abroad witliout being infulted 

in 
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in die gfoflcft manner ; fhe was called by no^ 
other name than that of Dame Anne, or if any 
other title was added, it was generally an in- 
jurious one. The populace reproached her in 
the moft virulent terms with her fondnefs for 
Mazarine ; and, what was yet more infufFerable, 
her ears were filled in all places where fhe went 
with ballads and lampoons, the monuments of 
low ribaldry and malice, which feemed calcu- 
lated to convey a lafting fufpicion of her virtue^ 

She was now obliged to fly from j r 
Paris with her children, herminifter, ^^' 
the duke of Orleans, and even the ^ ^9* 
great Conde himfelf, and to retire to St. Ger* 
mains, and reduced to pawn the crown-jewe1» 
for fubfiftence ; the king himfelf was frequently 
in want of neceflaries, the pages of his bed* 
chamber were difmifled, becaufe they could no 
lonfi;er be maintained. At that time even Lewis- 
XIV.'s aunt, the daughter of Henry the Great,, 
and confort to the kmg of England, who had 
taken refuge in Paris, after having been expelled 
her own kingdom, was then reduced to thC; 
utmoft extremities of poverty ; and her daugh- 
ter, who was afterwards married to the brother 
of Lewis XIV. lay in bed for want of cloaths 
to keep her warm, while the people of Paris^ 
blinded with their mad rage, paid not the lead 
attention to the fufFerings of fo many royal 
perlboages. 

The queen, with tears in her eyes, befought 
the great Conde to proteft the young king. 
The conqueror of Rocroi, Fribourg, Lens, 
and Nordlingen, could not belie thofe great 
fervice^. He found himfelf agreeeably flattered 
with the honour of defending a court which 

had 
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kad been ungrateful to his merict, againft rebefa 
m^ fowbt his afltftande. The parliament 
then had the great Cond£ to encounter, and 
yet dared to carrv on the war. 

The prince of Conti, brother to the great 
Conde, who was as jealous of his elder brother 
as he was incapaUe of equalling him, the dukes 
of Longueville, Bouillon, and Beaufort, all 
animated with the fame reftlefs fetrit as the co« 
adjiitor, all fond of novelties, full of the hopes 
et aggrandifing themfelves on the ruins of the 
fiate, and of making the Mind motions of the 
parliament fubfcrvient to their own private in* 
terefts, went in a body and offered their fer* 
irices to that prelate. The high chamber then 
proceeded to appoint generals for an army which 
was not yet rai4d» Every one taxed himfelf to 
nife troops. There were twenty counfellors 
BofleiTed .of new pofts, which had been created 
by cardinal de Richelieu) their brethren, by a 
meannefs of fpirit of which every fociety is luf* 
ceptible, feei^ed to wreak their vengeance 
flgainft the memory of cardinal Richelieu upon 
them. Thev gave them a thoufand mortifica- 
tions, would hardly look upon them as mem-* 
bers of the parliament, and obliged each of 
them to pay fifteen thoufand livres towards the 
expence of the war, and to purchafe the for- 
bearance of thofe of their own body. 

The high chancellor, the courts of inquefts 
and requefls, the chamber of accounts, and the 
court of aidsy who had fo loudly inveighed 
againft a trifling and necefTary tax, which did not 
exceed an hundred thoufand crowns, now fur- 
nifhed a fum amounting nearly to ten millioni 
of our prefent money, for the fubverfton of 

their 
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tbeir country. Twelve thoufand men were 
raifed by an arret of parliament | every boufe 
with a ^eat gate furnifhed a man and an 
horfey from whence this body of horfe got the 
aame of « The Great-gate Cavalry.*' The 
coadjutor had a regiment of his own, which 
was called the Regiment of Corinth, becsiife 
he was titular archbiihop' of Corinth. 

Had it not been for the names of the king of 
France^ the great Conde, and the capital of the 
kingdom, this war of the Fronde would have 
been as ridiculelis as that of the Barberini ; no 
one knew for what he was in arns. The 
prince of Conde befieged five hundred thoufimd 
citizens with eight thoufand feldters. The Pa* 
riiians came out into the field dreft in ribbons 
and plumes of feathers, and then: evolutions 
were the Q>ort of the military people; they 
took to their heels at the fight of two hun- 
dred men of the king's army. All this was 
made a fubjed of raillery; the regiment of Co- 
rinth having been beaten by a finaU party of 
the king's troops, thb little repulfe was called 
«< Tbefirft of the Corimhians." 

The twenty counfellors who had fiimifired 
fifteen tbou&nd livres a piece, had no other 
diftinSion thw that of being called the Twoity 
Fifteens. 

The duke of Beaufort, who was the idol of 
the people, and the inftrument made ufe of in 
ftirring them up to fedltion, though a popular 
prince, had but a narrow underftanding, and 
was a public otjed of raillery both with the 
court and thofe of his own party. He was ne- 
ver mentioned but by the name of the King of 
the Mob. The Parifian troops, after fidlying 

out 
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cut of the city, and alwavs coming back beaten^ 
ivcrc received with peals of laughter. They 
repaired the repulfes they met with by fonnets 
and epigrams ; the taverns and brothels were 
the tents where they held their councils of War, 
in the midft of finging, laughing;, and the moft 
diiTolutc pleafures. The general lic^ntioufneft 
was carried to fuch an height, that one night fome 
of the principal ofHcers of the malcontents hav* 
ing met the holy facrament^ which was carry- 
ing through the ftreets to a fick perfon whom 
they fufp^ed of being a Mazarinian, they 
drove the prieft back again with the flat of their 
fwords. ' 

In ihort, the coadjutor coming to take his 
feat in parliament as archbifhop of Paris, the 
handle of a poinard was feen fticking out of his 
pocket ; upon which fome one cried out ** Be- 
hold our archbifliop's breviary *•" 

In the midft of all thefe troubles, the nobility 
diTembled in a body at the convent of the Auguf* 
tine friars, appointed fmdics, and held public 
feilions. It might have been fuppofed this was to 
new-model the government, and convoke the 
general eftates, but it was only to fettle a claim 
to the tabouret f, which the queen had granted 
to madam de Pons. Perhaps there never ^as 
a ftronger proof of that levity of mind of 
which the French were then accufed. 

The civil difcords under which England 

Sroaned at the very feme time, may ferve t> 
lew the charafters of the two nations. There 

• A Roimfli prayer-boQk. 

f The taboucet is a ftool appointed for ladies of the M^ 
dlftiDdion at the French court to fit upon^ In prefeoce of 
Ihe queen, at her levfo. 

was 
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''^as a gloomy defperation and a fort of rational 
rage in the civil wars of the Englifh. Every 

» thing was decided by the iword ; fcaflblds were 
erected for the vanquished -, and their king, who 

. was taken prifoner in a battle, was brought as 
a culprit before a .court of juftice, examined 
concerning the abufe be was faid tp have made 
of "his power, condemned to lofe his head, and 
executed in the fight -of all his CahjeSts with as 
much regularity and with the fame forms of 
juftice, as if .it bad been a private man con* 
x!emned/or a crime^ while^ during the courfe 
of thefe dreadful troubles, the city of London 
was not even for a moment afFecled with the 
calamities incident to a civil war. 

The French, on the contrary, ran headlong 
into feditions through caprice, and laughing all 
the time. Women were at the head of fac- 
tions, and love made and broke cabals. The 
dutchefs of Longueville prevailed on r 
Turenne, lately made a marihal of '^9 
France, to perfuade the army which he com- 
manded for the king to revolt. Turenne failed 
of fucce&, and quitted like a fugitive the army 
of which he was general, to pleafe a womaa 
,who made a jeft of his paifion. From general 
t« the king of France, he defcended to be the 
lieutenant of Don Eftevan de Gamara, with 
whom he was defeated at Retel bv the kine's 
troops. Every one knows this oillet of the 
marinal d'Hoquincourt to the dutchefs of Mont- 
bazon : ^* Peronne belongs to the faireft of the 
fair ;** and the following verfes, which the duke 
of Rochefoucault wrote on the dutchefs of Lon- 
gueville, when he received a wound by a muikett 
M the battle of St. Anthony, by wbicb bc W^i 
for if m« time deprived 9t ng^t ; 
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Pcurfuerlter fin icm-f fmtrfldr4 ifis hmm 

ydfint la gumt am ms^ & Tauraii ftki 
4mxDUu$c. 

The war enJed, and wat tttmnA s^gno it 
fef end diflereot timdi \ tsA there was not a 
peilfofi who had fiot irei|tiejtny cbjfi|^ed fiaes* 
ihe prince of CcMid^y bainfig nrotiglit the court 
^ack m trmmpb to Paris, iodidgcd hsmftff in 
the htisfa&km of de^fijig tbofe whom be had 
defended i and tbtnktng the rewards beftowed 
en him uneqtfal to his reputation^ and die far* 
vices be had done, be was the firiir to turn Mzm 
Timne into ridicule, to brave the queen, and in* 
fult a government which he difilained. He is 
faid u^ have wrote in this ftile to the cardinal,. 
To the moft iUoftriotis fcoundrd; and that, 
taking bis leave of him one daf, he faid. Fare* 
wdl. Mars. He encouraged the marquis of 
Jsriai to nakz a declaration of love to the 
queen, and pretended to be aifmr diat fte was 
affronted with it. He joined wtm nis brother the 
prince of Conti and the didae; cf Longoeville^ 
who quitted the partf of the malcontmts. The 
party formed tiydieduke of Beaufort at the be- 
ginning of the re^oicy had been jucknamed the 
Sd^iufficients ; this of the prince of Conde*s 
was called the fa^ton of the Petits-Mattres, 
becaufe they wanted to be mafitrs of the ftue. 
There are no other traces left of all theie tcrnii, 
except the name of Petit^Maitre, which is now 
a-days applied to jroung men of agreeabk per* 
fons, but badty educated, and d»t €X Fron* 
deurs, or Grumblers, which is given to thofe 
who osniitre the government* 

The 
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The . coadjutor, who had dedaredhimielf an 
implacable enemy to the adminiftration, was ' 

privately Tcconciled to the court, in order to ; 

•obtain a cardind's hat, and facrificed the prinoe | 

.of Conde to the nunifter's refentment. In a 
*word, this prince, who had defended the ftate 
ag^nft its enemies, and the court .againft the \ 

•cebds ; Copde, at the fummit of fais^locy,.ai]d | 

who always aded more like the hero than the 
•man of prudence, faw himficlf arretted, together j 

.with the prince of Conti and the duke of Longue* 
ville. He might have governed the ftate,.if he I 

would only have endeavoured to pleafe ; but he { 

was contended with being admired. The people 
of Paris, who had made barricadoes for acoun* 
iellor-clerk, hardly a d^gfee reqaoved from a 
fool, ms^de public rejoicings.when the hero ami 
defender of France was hurried away to the 
dungeon of Vincennes. 

A year afterwards, the veiy men, who had 
Utd the great Conde and the other princes,' to 
the daftardiy revenge of Mazarin, obliged the 
queen to fet open the^ates of their prifons, and 
drive her prime mi#iitter out of the kingdom. 
Conde now returned amidft the acclamations 
of that very peo{>le who had fhewn fuch ha- 
tred to him, and by his. prefence occafioned 
new cabals and dtfletitions. 

The kingdom remained for fome years longer 
In this tumultuous fituation. The govern- 
ment, always the dupe to weak and uncertain 
councils, feemed now on the point of ruin ; 
but diilention, which always prevailed among 
the rebels, faved the court. The coadjutor, 
who was fometimes a friend, and at others an 
enemy to the prince of Conde, ftirred up a 

Vol. VI. L part 
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fart of the parliament ami people >gaiiift imh 
and boldly undertook at the fame time to ftnre 
the <|ueen by oppofmg this prince, and to in* 
Ailt her by obliging her to iNinifh cardinal Bla- 
zarin^ who retired to Cobgne. The qucep^ 
by a contradiAion too common to weak adau^ 
niftrations, waa obliged at once to accept of bii 
ierviceiy to put up with hii infulti^ and to no* 
ininate to the purple thit very man, who, wbca 
coadjutor, had been the author of the bairica- 
doe$f and had obliged the royal family to qmi 
their capital and bdiege it. 

CHAP. CLXIX- 

Condnuation of the Civil Wae, till the End 
of the REBEttioM in 1654. 

T length Cond^ determined upmn awir, 
ch 



„ which he oueht to have be^un ib the 1 
of the rebellbn, if he waa de&ons of being 
•lafterof theftate, orneveatohave undertaken, 
if he meanttolfveaiafujUefi* He qiika Paris, 
arms the provincea of Guienne^ Poitou^ and 
Anjou, and appliet for fuccours aeaioft bis own 
country to thofe Spaniards, of whom lie had h 
lately been the moft dreadful kcurmt, 

Nuthinf can better (hew the madneft of tbefe 
times, and the confufed manner of pforodiiM, 
than what then happened to this prince. Acmlw 
was fent to him from Paris, with prapoUa ibr 
engaging him to return and lay dowa Jus 
mriM. The courier by a miftdce^ tsiAead of 
going to Ang^rville whor the priooe tiM 
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was, went to Augcrvillc. The letter came too 
late : Conde declared-, that if be had received 
it fooner, he would have accepted the propo* 
fals for peace ; but fince he was now at ftich a 
diftance from Paris, it was not worth while to 
go back. Thus, by the miftake of a courier, 
and the mere capricioufnefs of this prince, 
France was once more plunged in a civil war. ' 
And now cardinal Mazarin, who while an 
€xile at the farther end of Cologne, had ftill 
continued to govern the court, returned back 
to France rather like a fovereign who returns 
to take poflefEon of his dominions, than j^ 

'Itkea miniftcr coming to refume bis poft 5 ^^* 
he was efcorted by a fmall army of (even _ 5^ 
thoufand mefi, raifed wholly at bis own ' ex« 
pence ; that is to fay, with the government's 
money, which he had appropriateo to his own 
ufe. 

The king, in a declarajtion at this time, is 
made tm fay, that the cardinal anally raifed 
thofe troops with his own money ; which at 
once overturns the opinion of thofe writers 
who fay that when he firft left the kingdom 
be was very poor. He gave the command of 
hia finall army to the marfhal d'Hoquincourt ; 
all the officers wore green, fafhes, which was 
the colour of the cardinal's livery. Each party 
at that thne had its particular fam. The king s 
was white, and the prince of Conde's yellow : 
it ^ms furprifing that cardinal Mazarin, who 

'^ad ail sflong aneded fo much humility and 
modefty, £boald have had the arrogance to liiake 
a whole army wear hi^ livery, as if he had been 
of a different party from the king his mafler; but 
he could not reiift this emotion of vanity. The 

• i L 2 queen 
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^lueen approved of it, and the -king^ who Ml 
then come of age, with his brother, went tt> 

' meet him. 

On the firft hews of his return, Gaftoo, doke 
of Oi leans, brother to Lewis XIII. tirho bad 

J infifted upon his being banifhed, began to raife 

troops in Paris without well knowing how be 

I Vas to employ them. The parliament renewed 

I its arrets, profcribed Mazarin, and fet a price 

upon his head. They were c^Iiged to confult 
the rcgiilers for the price paid for the head of 
an enemy to the date, and they found that in 
the reign of Charles IX; the fum of fifty thoo- 
fand crowns had been promifed by arret to any 
'perfon who fhould : produce admiral CoUgoy 
alive or dead. It was therefore very ferioufly 
determined to z& according to form, by fettiw 
the fame price on theaiTaffination'of a cardinu 
and prime minifter. No one however was 
tempted to* gain, the fifi^thoufand crowns of- 
fered by the profcription, which, after all, 
would never have been paid. In any other na- 
tion, or at any other time, fuch an arret w<niU 
have met with perfons to put it in executioa ; 
but now it ferved onlv to afford new fubjed of 
raillery. Blot and Marigni, two witty writers, 
who mingled gaiety with thefe tumults and dif- 
orders, caufed a paper to be fixed up in the 
public places of Paris, ofFering a rewasd .of 
one hundred and fifty thoufand livres divided 
^ into {hares ; fo much to the perfon who fhould 
cut off the cardinal's, flofe, fo much for an ear, 
fo much for an eye, and fo much for the periba 
who would make him an eunuch. This raillery 
wa& the only eSt£i produced by this profcripuoo. 
The cardinal, on his fide, made no ufc either of 
2 poifion 
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pdiibn'OraflaffinatiQaagainft his enemies; and 
not wkhAandiiag^ this rancoui- andrmadnefsof fa 
many fa£iion8, and their hatred, no very great 
crimes* were comipitted . on any fide. The 
keads of parties were not inclined to cruelty, 
nor were the. people very, furious^ for it was not 
a religious war. 

• The whimfical fpirit which prevailed at that 
time, had taken fuch thorough poiFeiEon of thk 

body of the parliament of Paris, that having fo- j 

iemnly ordered ' an aflaffination which was | 

laughed at, they ifli;edr an. arret, l^- which a | 

.certain number of counfelfors were ordered to 'i 

repair to. the frontiers^, and take depofitions 
•againfl the army of cardinal. Mazarin, that is 
to fay, the king's army. > 

Twa of thefc. oounfellorr had the impru* 
denqe to take fome peafanta with thero^ and 
.break down the bridges over which the car^ 
dinaiwas to pafa: tbey were taken prifoners 
in the attempt by. a body of the king's troops, 
.but were releafed again, without any farther pu- 
iAiihmen( than that of being laughed at by aril 
.parties* ." 

At the very time that this body was running 

into thefe extremes againft the krng*s mini' 

fler, it declared the prince of Conde guilty of 

. high treafon, who had taken up arms folely to 

oppofe this minifter ; and by a ftran^e reverfe 

-of judgment, whieh nothing but their former 

, adions could render credible, they ordered * 

• the (tsefh troops which had been raifed by 
i Gafton, duke of Orleans, to march againft Ma« 

sarin, and at the fame time prohibited any Turns 
. to be taken out of the public funds to pay 
them. 

L 3 Nothing 
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. Nothing elfe dbuU be expeded from a bodf 
of magiftrateSy who, thrown quite out of its 
proper fphere, ignorant of its own rights and 
real power, and as little acquainted with flate 
affairs and war, meeting in a tumultuous man- 
ner, and pailing decrees in hurry and confufioD) 
took meafures which it had not thought of tho 
day before, and which it was afterwards afto- 
niuied at itfetf. 

The parliament of Bourdeaux, which was at 
that time in the prince of Conde's intereft, 
obferved a more uniform condud, becaufe, being 
at a greater diftantie from the court, it was not 
fo much agitated by oppofite faflions. 

But obje&s of greater importance now $ii«r 
grofled the attention of all France* 

Conde, in league with the Spaniards, appeared 
in the field againft the king } and Turenne, hav^ 
ing deferted tfaofe Spaniards with whom he had 
been, defeated at Retel, had juft made bis 
peace with the court, and commanded the king's 
army. The finances were already too much 
. drained, to allow either of the two parties M 
keep great armies on foot i but fmall ones were 
fui&cient to decide the fate of the kingdom. 
There are times when an army of one hundreid 
thoufand men is. barely fufficient to take two 
towns; and there are others in which eight 
thoufand men may fubvert oreftabliih a throne. 

Lewis XIV» wno was brought up in adver* 

^ fity, wandered with his mother, his brother^ 

^ and Cardinal Mazarin, from province to pro* 

.vifice, with not near fo many troops to attend 

, his peribn, as he afterwards had in time of peace 

for his ordinary guard; while, an army of 

five or fix thousand men, part font from Spain« 

and 
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and part raifed by the prince of Conde, purfued 
him to the very heart of his kingdom. 

The prince of Conde, in the mean time» made 
quick marches from Bourdeaux toMontaubaa, 
taking towns and increaiing his numbers, in 
everyplace. 

All the hopes pf the court were centered in 
majrfhal Turenne. The king's army was at 
Guienne» on the Loire, and the prince of Con*- 
de's a few leagues diftant, under the com- 
mand of the dukes, of Nemours and Beaufort. 
The mifunderftanding betwen thefe two ge- 
ntnh was near provmg fatal to the prince's 
party. The duke of Beaufort was unfit for the 
leaft command. The duke of Nemours paft 
for a brave and amiable, rather than a ikilful 
genera]. The army was ruined by them both 
together. The men, who knew that the great 
,Conde was an hundred leagues diftant from 
them, looked upon Aemfelves as loft; when, 
in the middle of the ttight^ a courier prefented 
himfelf to the main guwl, ia the foreft of Or- 
leans : the centinds pidendy difovered diis 
Courier to: be die prince himfaf, who bad come 
poft from Ag^n, through a thou&nd adventures, 
.and always in difguife, to put himfelf at the head 
of his army. 

His prefence did a great deal, and this un-? 
forefeen arrival ftill more : he knew that men 
are elated with whatever is fudden and un^ 
expeded ; he therefore took immediate ad- 
vantage of the confidence and boldnefs with 
which his prefence had.infpired his troops. It was 
this prince's diftinguiihing talent in war to form 
the boldeft refolutions in an inftant, and to exe- 
cute them with equal prudence and promptitude. 
L 4 The 
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* P .J The royal army was divided into 
yf " two corps -, Cond6 fell upon that which 
^ lay at Blenau, under the command of 
marfhal d'noquincourt, which was broice al« 
moft a» foon as attacked. > Turenne could not 
receive advice of this. Cardinal Mazarin, 
ftruck with a panic, flew to Gien in the midft 
of the night, to awaken the king and acquaint 
him with this news. His little court was ftruck 
with confternation : it was propofed to- faire the 
king by flight, and convey him privately to 
Bourges; The vidorious Conde advanced 
towards Gien, and the fear and defoladon 
became univerfaL Turenne however quieted 
the apprehenfions of the people by his fteadi- 
nefs, and faMed the court l^ his dexterity. 
With the few troops he had left, he madefuch 
dexterous movements, and fo well improved 
his ground smdtime, that he prerented Condd 
from profecttting the advantage he had gained* 
It was difficult ae that time to determine which 
of thefe two generals had acquired die moft 
honour •, Gonde by the vi^ry he bad gained, 
or Turenne by having fnatched the fruits of 
bis viftory<from him. It is certain that in this 
^ battle of Blenau, which for a long time con« 
tinued to be famous in France, there were not 
above foul* hundred men killed: neverthelefs, 
Che prince of Conde was on the point of making 
himfelf mafter of the whole royal family, and of 
getting his enemy, the cardinal, into his hands* 
There could not well be a fmaller battle, greater 
<oncerns depending, or a more preffing danger. 
Cond6, who did not flatter himfelf with the 
TTOtion of furprifing Turenne as he bad done 
Hoquincourt, made his army march to Parts, 

and 
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and h?ftene4 to ^ter th^t city, and enjoy the 
glory \ie ^a4 9C(]uircd, 13, the favourable dif- ' 
pofitio^is of a blinded people. The admiration 
that this laft a£tion, which was exaggerated in 
all its.circumftances^ had raifed in all ranks of 
pepple, the g^eral hatred to Mazarin, and the 
na^ie and prd^^e of the great Conde, feemed 
at firft to m^^mm abfolute mafter of the ca- 
P^ai : , but in i^ct the minds of the people in 
^cineral M^ere dividen, and each party wa^ fplit 
intp different factions, as is the cafe in all civil 
troubles. The coadjutpr, now be.con]ie cardinal 
de Retz, and who had in appearance been re- 
conciled to a court that feared him, and whom 
\ie equally diftrufted, was no longer mafter of 
the people^ nor a£led the principal part in thefe 
tranfs^cSlions. He governed the duke of Or- 
leans, and oppofed Conde. The parliament 
flu^uated between the court, the duke of Or- 
leans, and the prince ', but all fides joined in 
frfyifig out againft Mazarin : every one in prir 
y^e took care of his own concerns. The people 
were like a ftormy ocean, whofe waves were 
firiven at hazard by many contrary winds. The 
^ine of St. Oenevieye was carried in proceffioii 
through Paris to obtain the expulfion of the 
cardinal minifter , and the populace did not in 
the leaft doubt that the faint w6uld perform 
this miracle in the fame manner as (he grants 
rain. 

Nothi|ig was to be feen but negociations 
between the heads of parties, deputations from 
the parliament, meetings of the chambers, fedi- 
tions among the people, and foldiers . all over 
the country. Guards were mounted even at 
the gates of convents. The prince had called 
L 5 in 
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in the Spaniards to his affiflance; Charles 
IV, duke of Lorraine, who had been driven 
out of his dominions, and who had nothing 
left but an army of eight thoufand men, which 
he fold every year to the Spanifh king, ad« 
! vanced with this army towards Paris : but car- 
dinal Mazarin offering him fhim 'money to re- 
• tutn back, than he was to hate from the prince 
of Conde for advancing, the duke fi)on* with- 
drew out of France, after having laid the 
countries wafte in his march, and carried off a 
handfome fum of money from both fides. 

Conde then remained in P^is, where hit 
power was every day growing weaker, and his 
army dwindling away, while Turennecondufted 
the king and his court towards the capita}. The 
king, who was then fifteen years old, beheld 
from the heights of Charonne, thc^battle of St. 
Anthony, in which thcfe two generals, with 
an Kandful of troops, performed fuch great 
things, as c;onfiderably increafed the reputatidi 
of both, which already feemed incapable of ad- 
dition. 

The prince of Conde, with a few noblemen 
of his party, and a fmall number of fbldiers^ 
fuftained and repelled the efforts of the king's 
army. The king himfelf, attended by cardinal 
Mazarin, S'eheld this fight from a neighbouring 
emXience. The duke of Orleans, uncertain 
which fide to take, kept within his palace of 
Luxembourg, and cardinal de Retz remained 
in his archbilbopric. The parliament waited 
the ifTue of the battle to enadl new decrees. 
The people, who at that time were equally 
afraid of the king's troops and the prince's, had 

ihut 
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ifaut the city gates, and would, not fufFer r « 
any one to come in or go out, while jg-^ 
the moil; noble blood of the kingdom ^ 
was ftreaming in the fuburbs. There it was 
that the duke of Rochefoucault, who was fo 
famous for his courage and wit, received a blow 
over hitf eyes* which deprived him of his fight 
for Ibme time. Nothing was to be feen bac 
young noblemen killed or wounded, carrying 
-to St« Anthony's gate, which was kept (hue. 

At Icingth mademoifelle, the duke of Orleans' 
daugliter, taking Conde's part, whom her fa- 
ther had not dared to affift, ordered the gates to 
be opened for the wounded, and had the .bold* 
iieis to fire the cannon of the Baftile upon the 
king's troops. The royal army retired. Conde 
gained ^only glory ; but mademoifelle ruined 
berfelf for ever with the king her coufin by 
this imprudent violence j and cardinal Mazarin, 
who knew the great defire fhe had to efpoufe a 
crowned head, obferved upon this occafion that, 
•< Thofccannon had killed herhuftand." 

Moft of our hiilorians amufe their readers 
pnly with accounts of the battles fought, and 
the prodigies of valour and politics difplayed 
on thefe occafions ; but whoever is acquainted 
with the fliameful expedients which were put 
in pra£Uce, the wretched nefs which was brought 
upon the people, and the meannefs to which 
all fides were reduced, will look upon the glory 
of the heroes of thefe times with more pity 
than admiration \ as we may judge from what 
we find related by Gourville, a man who was 
devoted to the prince of Conde. This writer 
acknowledges, that he himfelf, in order to pro- 
cure money for the prince on a preffing occa« 
L 6 fion, 
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fvon^ W9$ obliged to rob a receiver*! oAco t tnd 
that he went one day and kizei a direAor of 
the pofti in hit own houfe, and obliged him to 

EurchaCe hii liberty with a Turn of money; 
e relates all thefe outrages ai common oc- 
currences at that time* 

After the bloodjr and indecifire battle of 8t 
Antbonv, the king Could neither enter Paris, 
nor could the prince of Cond^ think of remain- 
ing there much longer. A commotion of the 
populace, and the deaths of feveral dtieenSy of 
which he was thought to be the author, had 
made him hateful in the eyen of the people* 
Nevertheleis, he had ftill a party in the parlia* 
ment. This body, who had then little to appre- 
hend from the refentment of a wandering court, 
driven, as it were, from their capital, besM 
preiTed bv the duke of Orleans and the prince^ 
cabals, iflued an arret declaring the former 
lieutenant-general of the kinedom, though the 
king was then of age. This was tha fame 
title which had been conferred on the duke of 
Mayenne in the time of the league. The prince 
of (Jond^ was appointed generalifimo of the 
forces. The court, incenfed at thefe proceed- 
ingif, ordered the parliament to remove itfelf 
to Pontoife, which fome few of the counfellors 
did I fo that there were now two parliaments, 
who difputed each others authority, enaded 
contradictory decrees, and would by this meant 
have fallen into univerfal contempt, had ther 
not a! way I agreed in demanding the cardinal^ 
expulfion : fo much was an hatred to that mini- 
ftor looked upon at that time as the eflential 
duty of a Frenchman* 

At 
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At that time idl psrtiea wec« alike w«ak, and 
.tiiie court was as much lb as the; reft^ Th^y 
^1 wanted men and money. Factions were 
daily encreaiing : the battles which had been 
fou^t on both fides had produced only lofibs 
and vexations. The court found itfelf obliged 
once more to give up Mazarin, whom .every 
4>ne accttfed of being the caufeof thefe troubles^ 
while he was in faa only the pretence. Ao 
coidingly he quitted the kingdom a feoond time ; 
and, as an additional difgrace, the king wasob* 
liged to iffiie a public dedaration> by which, he 
banifhed his minifler while he commended his 
Cervices and lamented his exile. 

Charles L of En^and had lately loft bis 
head upon a fcafibld, for having, at the begin- 
ning of his troubles, facrificed the life of bis 
friend and counfellor, the earl of Strafford, to 
his parliament's refentment. On the other 
band, Lewis XIV. became the peaceable mafier 
of his kingdom, by agreeing to the banifhment 
lof Mazarin. Tluis the fame weaknefs had 
very different fuccefles. The king of £ngland» 
by giving up his favourite, emboldened a people 
who de^ghted in war, and had a hatred to 
all kings: and Lewis XIV. (or rather the 
queen-modier} by banilhing the cardinal, took 
away all pretence for a revolt from a people 
who were grown weary of war, and had an 
affe&ion for the royal charader. 

No fooner was the cardinal departed on his 
way to Bouillon, the place fixed for his new 
retreat, than the citizens of Paris, of their own • 
accord, fent deputies to the king to befeechhim 
to return to his capital, whidi he accordingly 
didi and every t^g appeared ibpeaceable> that 

it 
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it would hive been difficult to Aippore tbtt « 
few days before all bad been in confufion* Gaf- 
ton of Orieaniy ever unfortunate in bie under- 
takings for want of fpirit to carry them througbt 
waa baniihed to Bloii, wbere he paiTed the reft 
of hit days in repentance ; and he was the fecond 
of the great Henry's fons who died without glory. 
Cardinal de Retz, who was ^haps aa impru« 
dent as he was bold and afpiring, was arrefted 
in the Louvre, and after bein^ carried frosM 
prifon to prifon, he for a long time led a wan* 
dering life, which at length ended in a re* 
tireioent, where he acc^uired virtues which hie 
hgh fpirit had made him a ftranger to, amidft 
the tumults of bis fortune. 
' Some counfellors of the parliament, who had 
moft abufed their power, payed the forfeit of 
their faults hy baniihment ; the reft were re- 
ftrifted within the proper limits of the ma- 
gifterial fun£lion ^ and fome were encouraged 
to do their duty by a yearly gratification of 
Ave hundred crowns, which was payed them 
privately by Fouquet, procuror-general, and 
comptroller of the finances. 

In the mean time the prince of Cond^, aban* 
doned in France by almoft all his partizans, and 
buf weakly fecondcd by the Spaniards, ftill 
carried on an unfucefsful war on the frontiers of 
Champagne. There were ftill fome few faAions 
fubfifting in Bourdeaux, but they were foon 
quelled. 

The calm which the kingdom now enjoyed 
was owing to the baniihmcnt of cardinal Ma- 
sarin. Yet fcarcchr was he expelled by the 
general cry of the French nation, and by the 
royal declaratipn, than he was recalled by the 

king. 
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king, and, t6 bis infinite furprize, entered Pari$ 

once more in full power, juid without myr . 

the leaft difturbance. The king re- ^^^ 

ecivcd him as a father, and the people ^^3 

as a maften A public entert^nment was made 

for him at the town-houfe^ amidft the accla- 

' niations of the citizens : he diftributed money 

amon^ the populace on this occafion; but 

' amidftall the fatisfadioft he received in this 

happy change, he is faid^ to have fhewn a con- 

tempt for our levitv and inconftancy. The 

parliament, who haa before fet a pric^ upon his 

head as a public robber, now Tent deputies to 

compliment him; and this very parliament, a 

ihort time afterwards, paiTed fentence of death 

on the prince of Conde for contumacy; a 

change conmion in fucb times, and which was 

the more bafe, as by this decree they condemned 

the very man in whofe crimes they had been fo 

long partakers. 

The cardinal likewife, who urged this con- 
demnation of the great Conde, was foon after- 
wards feen to give one of his nieces in mar- 
riage to the prince of Conti, Conde's brother, a 
proof that this miniftcr's power would foon bcr 
come bouiHllefs. 
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CHAP. CLXX. 

Condition of FtAKCii till t)ie Death ^f 
Cardinal MAZAaiir^ i66u 

WHILE the ftatewaa thuitorn in pieoet 
within, it had likewife been attacked 
and weakened from without* All the fntki of 
the vidories of Rocroi^ Lent, and Nordlingcn^ 
were loA, the important fortrelii of Doakirfc 
was retaken by the Spaniard^ who had like- 
wife driven the Frencli out of Barcelona, and 

'^^' (landing the tumults of tho civil broils, 
and the weight of a foreign war, Maiearin had 
6^ been fortunate enough to coneluda the 
'^** famous peace of Wcftphalia, bjr which 
the emperor and the empire fold the fevereigntf 
of Alface to the king and the crown of France^ 
for three millions of Tivres, (about fix millions of 
our prefcnt money,) to be paid to the archduke 
by this treaty, which became the bafis of all fu^ 
ture treaties. A new decorate was created in 
fivour of the houfe of Bavai ia. The rights of 
all the princes and cities of the empire, and 
even the privileges of everv private gentleman, 
was fettled at this peace. Tne emperor's power 
wasreftridlcd within very narrow limits, and the 
French, in conjunfiion with the Swedes, became 
the law-givers of Germany. The glory accru* 
ing from hence to France, was in pare owing 
to the Swedifli arms } Guftavus Adolphus bad 
firft begun to fhake the empire. Hisgeneralahad 
alfo puihed their conquefts pretty far, under 
the government of bis daughter Chriftina. Her 

general 



general Wr'^gel- w^s ready to enter into Auf- 
tria, count I&ning{inark. was mafter of one 
half of the city of Prague^ and was hying fiege 
to the other naif, when this peace was con- 
cluded : and to overwhelm the ensperor in this 
manner, it coft France only a/miltionar year in 
fubfidies to the Svredcy; . jf 

And indeed the Swedes gained more advan4 
tages from this treaty than the French. The^ 
bad Pomerania, feveral fortified places, and a 
confiderable fum of money. They obliged thtf 
emperor to deliver into the hands ^f the Lu- 
therans certain benefices which belonged to thd 
Roman Catholics. The couctof Rome iet up 
the cry of impiety,* and loudly declared that the . 
ca'ufe of God and religion was betrayed. The 
ProteftantS'btefled that. thej^ had ian6lified the 
work of peace by ftripping thePapifts. Every 
one fpeaks as in«erefl>didatas; 

The Spaniih court did not accede to tiiii 
peace, and with^ good reafon ; for feeing France 
overwhelmed with^ its civil wars, the Spanifll 
miniflry was in hopes of profiting by our dif- 
fentions. The German troops^ who were now 
diibanded, ferved as a frefli leinforcement to the 
Spaniards. The ^mperoo:, after the peace of 
Munfler^ (tnt thirtysthoui^ad. okh' into FIan« 
ders, in the fpace of fbur years. This was a 
manifefl violation of tnaties ; but tbey are fel- 
dom executed in any other manner. 

The mimftecs o£ the court of Madrid had 
the addrefs in this treaty of Weitphalia to make 
a feparate peace with the Dutch. The Spanifh 
monarchy,, in fhort, thought itfelf happy to have 
no longer for enemies, and to acknowledge as 
fovereigns, thofe whom tkey had fo long treated 

as 
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M rebelty uowordiy of pafd«n« Thefe Mpdn 
licans encrea&d tlieir wealth, and iecufcd ttmr 
tranquillity and greatoeft, by thus treating widi 
Spain without breaking with France. 
1 6 c t They were lo powerful, that in a war 
^^ which they had fome time afterwards 
%ith England, they fent an hundred ihips of 
^e line to fea ; and viAory lone remained doubt* 
ftil between Blake the Engliih admiral, and 
Tromp who comraandeAvthe Dutch fleet, who 
who were both of them at fea what Conde and 
Turenne were on (hope. France had not at 
that time ten (hips of fifty euns fit to fend to lea | 
and her navy was every aay falling more and 
more into decay* - t 

• Lewis XIV. then faw himfelf tn 1653 abfin 
lute aiafter of the kingdom, which was fiill af^ 
frAed with the.fliockt it had received ; full of 
. dfibrder in every hnmch of the adminiftration, 
but abounding m wfources, without an^ ally, 
except the duke of Savoy, to affifl it m car* 
rying on an offenfive war, and having no fo* 
reign enemiei but Spain, which was then in a 
worfe.conditbn than iFrance itfeif. AH the 
French who had been concerned in the civ3 
war wei^e fiitijeAed, except the prince of Coad^ 
and fome few of his partizans, of which one or 
two remained faithful to him thro* friendihip 
and gratitude, as the oounts de Coligni and 
Boutevtlle ; and fome others, becaufe the court 
would not buy their femoes at an exorbitant 
price. 

Conde, now made general of the Spanifh 
forces, could not recruit a body which he him- 
felf had weakened by the deftru^on of its in* 
ftntry, in the batdes of Rocroi and L^ens. He 

fought 
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fMttbenrith new troops^ of which he was not 
m?jfter» agaii)ft the veteran regiments of the 
iFrench^.who had learnt to conquer under himji 
and were now commanded by Turenne. 
. It was the fortune of Conde and Turenne 
to be always conquerors when they fought to- 
gether at the bead of the French^ and to bcP 
^aten when they commanded the Spaniards^ 
Turenne had with great diiSeiilty faved tbe^ 
ihattered remains of #|e Spanifh army at the* 
battle of 'Retel, wheret from being general to 
the kine of France, he became lieutenant to 
Don £&van de Ghamaflra. 

Tlie^nce ef Cgndi met with the fame fate 
before Arras.; h^y^fi. the archduke were be- 

^^i*g that Uny^n; T"^^^'^'^ ^^"^ ^^ ^* 
fiqeed ihem in their camp, forced their lineai, 
afMJ. ^he archduke's troops were put to flight. 
CaOfde, w<ith only two regiments of French and 
.Lorrainers, fuftained the attack of all Tu« 
j:enne'; army s and, while the archduke was 
flyine, he beat marflial Hoquincourt* repulfed 
marinal de la Ferte, and covered the retreat of 
• the defeated . Spaniards; Upon which the 
Spaniih king wrote to bim in tbde terms: 
**^I have heard ^at all was loft, and that you 
have iaved all." 

It is difficult to fay by what battles are loft 
or won I but it is certain that Conde was one 
of the greateft military geniufes that had ever 
appeared, and that the archduke and his coun- 
cil refufed to do any thkig that day wbtdi 
. Conde had propofed. . 

Though the raifing the fiege of Arras, the 
forcing the enemy's lines, and puttine the arch- 
duke to flight, reflected the higheft glory on 

Tu- 
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Turenne» it was obfervM, that in the letter^ 
written in the king*^ name to the parlbment 
upon thi^viftory, the whole Aicceft of^tkeciAi' 
paign was attributed to cardinal Maxarin, 
without the leaft mention made of Turenne's 
name* The cardinal was* actually *wtthin a few 
leagues of Arras with' the kinj^. Hfe bad even 
gone into the camp at the Aege of Stcnai, a 
town which Ttrrenne had tstktn 6eAri; he re- 
lieved Arras. Several oMncils of war had been 
held in the cardinal's tpr^fence : on this he 
founded his preteniiotv to the honour of theft 
events i and by this pifce of vanity he drew a 
ridicule upon nimfelf, which not all the autho- 
rhyof prime minifter coiM efllace* 
- The king was not prefent at the bMde of 
Arras, though he might have been fo v he iMd 
been in the trenches at the fiege of Ssenai; 
but the cardinal would not fuiFer him an^ moft 
to hazard a perfon on which the tranquillity of 
the ftate, and the power of the minifter^ feem- 
cd alike to depend. 

This war, which waa but weekly fiipported, 
was carried on in* their matters namea^ on one 
fide by Mazarin^ who'was abfolute mafterof 
Fi^mee, and .Its young monarch ; and on the 
other by don Lewis de Haro, who governed 
the Spanifli kinedom under Philip TV. The 
name of Lewis XlV. was not then known 
to the world, and the king of Spain bad never 
been fpoken of. There was no crowned head 
ai'that time in Europe who enjoyed any {bare 
of perfonal reputation. Queen Cbriftina of 
Sweden was the only one who governed alone, 

• Dated aeyiiweaiMii t#pc» ii« §6$^ 
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and fupported the dignity o^the.thcone, which 
was abandoned! difgraced» or unknown in other 
kingdoms. 

Charles 11/ king ofEngland, then a fugitive 
in France, with his mother 'and brother, had 
brought thither his misfortunes and liis hopes; a 
.private ful)je£t had fubdued Endand, Scotland, 
and Ireland. Q-omwell, thatulurper. fo worthy 
of reigning, had prudently taken the tkle.of 
•Prote^or, and not that of King, as he knew 
that the Englifh were acquaintieS with* the ex- 
tent of the royal prerogative, but did not ^i 
well know the Jimks of a prote£ior'sr authority. 
He ftrengthened his power by knowing when 
to reft rain it : he made no attempt upon, t^ 
rights of the people, of whiph they weretal ways 
jealous*; he never quartered folaiers upon th^ 
city of London, nor impofed any. tax which 
might occafion murmurings jheidid not of&nd 
the public eye with too. much. pomp > he. did 
not in4u1ge nimfelf in any. pleafnres ; nor did he 
heap up riches : he took care that juftice fliould 
be obferved with that ftern impartiality, which 
knows nq dfftin(Siion between the great and 
* fmall. 

*' Cromwrirs power was not founded upon tbe opinion 
of the people, by whom in general he was deteiled j .but 
upon the (Irength of a (landing army, inured to war, and 
' deroted to bis intereft. All the world knows how be was 
. abhorred by the friends of the cburch, of thff old conAitu- 
tion, and the royal family. He was hated by the preiby- 
terians, whom he had ihamefully eypelled from the parlia- 
ment, and excluded from all (hare of his favour $ and by 
' aflbming the protedordiip, he had inoenfed his former 
frieftds and inftruments the independents, who, befides, 
wcro not mimerotts in the kingdom* 

Tic 
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The brother of Pantaleon Si, the Portuguefe 
ambaflkdor in England, thinking that he might 
aA as he pleafed with impunity, becaufe the 
perfon of his brother was facred, had committed 
an outrage upon fome citizens of London, and 
afterwards caufed fome to be aflaffinated by hit 
own people, in revenge for the oppofitioo be 
had met with from the reft ; for this he was 
condemned to be hanged. CroAiwell, though 
he had it in his power to fave him, fuffered 
him to be executed, and the next day figned^a 
treaty with the antbaflador. 

Never had the trade of Ensland been in lb 
free and lb flourUhky a condition, nor the flate 
lb nc\u Its vidorious fleets nurfe its name 
refpe£ked in every fc^ while Mauurin, wholly 
en^loyed in governing and heaping «p»iicbcs, 
fuftered juftiee, trade, navigation, an4 Vftn 
the revenue itfelf, to languim and decline in 
France. As much matter in Ftrance as Crom* 
well was in England, after a chA war, he 
might have procured the fame advantages Ibr 
the country which he govcmed, aa Cfomwdl 
had done for his ; but Materia was e foreigner 
and though of a lefs cruel difpofition than Crom* 
well, wanted his greatneA of lout. 

All the nations of Europe, who had negleA- 
ed an alliance with Ensland during the reigns 
of James I. and Cbarie8;j folicited it under 
Cromwell. Queen Chriftina * herfelf, diotteh 

• Chriflina qusen of Swed«n, was the only chUd of tfco 
Srsal Ovftawt Adolphui, whom flio fuccotdod on tko 
throno of Swtden in the year 1633, being theo «boat ^ 
fMri of Of S| (tit wai'a woman of a mafculine gtniui, well 
fUttftured with learning, and a generouf patron of tbo liberal 
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ihe bad exprefled her detefiation at the mur* 
der of Charles L entered into an alliance with 
a 'tyrant whom (he efteemed. 

Mazarin and Don Lewis de Haro vied with 
each other, in exerting their politics to eipgage 
the prote^r in an^alliance ; and he had for 
fome time the fatisfaftion to fee himfelf courted 
by the two moft powerful kingdoms in Chriften- 
dom*. 

' The Spanifh minifter offered to aflft him to 
take Calais ; Mazarin propofed to him to be* 
iiege Dunkirk) and to put that place into his 
hands. Cromwell then had at his option the 
keys of France ahd Flanders; He was alib 
.ibongly folicited by the great Conde ;- but he 
would not enter into'a negotiation with a prince 
who^had nothing to depend upon buthh nam^ 
Md Who was without a party In France^ and 
without power among the Spaniards. 

The proteiftor then determined in favour of 
. France; • but without making any particular 
. .treaty, or fliaring conquefts beforehand : he 
: was^ defirous to render his ufurpation iUuftri- 

arts. In her difpofitSon Ihewak proud^ vain, pailionate, 
and capridoM. Finding her government and condnA dif- 
agreeable to kn fobfedt, flie tokinurily abdicated the 
throne to favovr of bm kinfman Charles Guftavus, covBt- 
paiatint cf Deux*Pont%' renounced Lutheranifm, embrac^ 
tke Roman-catholic faith, and Axed her refidence at Romty 
Hi the midft of the literati, whom ibe always affected to 
cultivate. She was treated with great rsfpe^ by the fove** 
reign pontiffs, and, dying in the year 16S9, was interred i|» 
Che church of St. Peter. 

^ It was wretched policy in Cromwell to join france^ 
againft tlie Spaniards j and to this (tep he is faid to have 
Jbeen determined by a very lingular regard he had for Chaij^ 
<2ttlUvuS| iKiog of Sweden, who was the allj of Fiancd. 
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ous bv great underUkingi* He bad'fomied 
the dejign of taking America from the Spaoiardi^ 
^ out they had timely notice of his intea- 
Z^^^ tion. His admirals however took the 

^^ ifland of Jamaica from them, which la 
ftill in the poiTeffioii of the Engliih^ and feciirea 
their trade in the new world. U waa jnot till 
after the expedition to Jamaica, that Cromwell 
figned his treaty with the French king ; and then 
no mention was made of Dunkirk. The pro- 
teAor treated with the French king as a prinos 
with his eaual) and obliged him to acknow- 
lege his title of potefton His fecretary fign- 
ea before the French plenipotentiary on the 
copy of the treaty which remained in England ; 
but he treated as a real fuperior, when he obliged 
KT^ . Q ^^^ French king to compel Charles 

* 6^^' n. and his brother the duke of Yoifct 
^ both grandfonsto Henry IV. (and to 
whom France confequently owed an afylum] 
to quit his dominions* 

While Mazarin was engaged in this treaty, 
Charles II. aiked one of his nieces in marria^ ; 
but the bad condition of this prince's affairs, 
which had obliged him to take this ftep, was 
the caufe of his meeting with a refufal ; and the 
cardinal was even fufpeifled of an intention to 
marpy the very niece, whom he had refufed to 
the king of England, to CrDmwcll's fon. This 
however is certain, that when he afterwards 
found Charles's affairs take a more favourable 
turn^ he. was for fettin|; this nmtch on foot 
again i but then h6 met with a refufal in his turrf. 
The mother of thefe two princes, Henrietta 
cf France, daughter of Henry the Oreat^. who 
was left in France deftitute of all affiftance, law 
- > berfelf 
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he^elf reduced to beg of the cardinal to inter- 
cede with Cromwell) that fhe-might at leaft 
receive her jointure. It was certainly the mod 
extreme and grievous of all humiliations, to 
1>e obliged to fue for fubixftence to the man who 
had (pilt her hufband's blood on a fcafibld. 
f^ azarin, after fome few remonftraoces in the 
queen's favour to the Engliih court, acquainted 
her that he had not. been able to obtain any- 
thing. She therefore continued in poverty 21 
Paris, and with the (hame and mortification of 
having implored Cromwell's pity, while hejr 
fons went into the army commanded by the 
prince of Conde and Don John of Auftria, to 
learn the art of war againft France» which had 
abandoned them. 

The children of Charles I. thus driven out 
of France, took refuge in Spain. Upon this 
the Spanilh miniftry loudly inveighed, both by 
word of mouth and writing, in all-courts, and 
efpecially at Rome, againft the cardinal's beha^ 
viour,wbo, they faid, had facrificed all laws, divine 
and humane, all honour and relip;ion, to the 
murderer of a king, and had driven out of 
France Charles IL and the duk^.of York> tho' 
coudns to Lewis XIV. to pleafe their ^htr's 
executioner. No other reply was ma^e to thefe 
outcries of the Spaniards, than the producing 
the very offers which they themfcvcs had made 
to the proteftor. 

The war was ftiU carried on in Flanders with 
various fuccefs. Turenne having laid fiege to 
Valeiicienne, together with the marecbal de la 
Ferte, experieuced the fame reyerfe of fortune 
which had befel Conde. before Arras. The 
Vol. VI. ' M ' ' prince^ 
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T 1v 17 prince, feconded at that tiiii^ bf 
" 16 c6 ^" J^**" ^^ Auftria, more worthy 
> of iiehcfng byhisfide Chan the arch- 

duke bad been, forced the marfhal de la Ferte's 
lines, took him prifoner, and delivered Valeo- 
eienne. Tutenne then did what Cond£ had 
done befdre in a like defeat. He (aved the 
routed army, made bead every where againft 
the en<my, and i ri left than a month afterwar<^ 
went and laid fiege to and took the fmall town 
of La Capelle : this was perhaps the firft time 
that a defeated army had isatd to undertake a 
fiege. 

This march of Turenne's, which was b 
greHtly admired, and after which la Capelle 
was taken, was eclipfcd 'bv a ftill finer march 
of Cond^s. Turcnne had hardly fat down be- 
fore Cambrai, when Cond^, at the head of two 
,tboufand horfe, penetrated through the army 
M V iQ ^^^^ befieger«, and, after having 

i6c8 routtA every tiring that attempted 
^ to ftop him, threw himfelf into the 
town ) where he was received by the citizens 
on their knees as their deliverer* Thus did 
thefe two great men difplay all the power of 
their military genius in oppofttion to each other. 
They were equally admired for their retreats, 
for tneir vfflories, ' for their good condud, and 
ieven for their faults, whidi they always knew 
•bow to Impair. By theh" talents they alternately 
checked the progrefs of the two monarchies 
mhntn they ferv^ ; but tfae'difordered ftate of 
the finances, both in France and Spzing ftiO 
proved a great obftacle to their fuccefs. 

A^ length France acouij-ed a more diftitt- 
^uiihed ftsperiority, by the league it had made 
• • with 
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with CromwelL On one hand admkal Blalce 
went and burned the Spaniih gaHeons at the 
Canary iflands, and thus deprived them of the 
oidy treafurea with which diey could carry on 
the war *, and> on the other, twenty fail of £ng-> 
lifh fhips blocked up the port of Dunkirk^ 
while fix thoufand veteran foldiers, who had 
been concerned in the revolution in England^ 
were fent to reinforce Turennc's army^ 
^ And now Dunkirk; the.moft important place 
of all Flanders was befiegcd by land and fea* 
The prince of Condc and Don Jobnof Auftria 
having aflembled all their forc^, prefented 
themfelves before the city^ to rs^ife the Aege. 
The eyes of all Europe were attentively, fixed 
on this great event. Cardinal Mazarin car? 
ried Lewis XIV« into the neighbourhood of the 
theatre of war, vrithout fuflFerjng him to ^&, a 
part therein, though he was thc^n upwards of 
twenty years old. The king remained in Ca- 
lais whrle his. army attacked that of j 
Spaia near the Powna, and gained ^^^o ** 
the moft glorious vi^ftory which had ^ ^ 
been known fince that of Rocroi. 

The prince of Conde's genius could do nor 
thing that day againft the fuperipr fprces of 
France and England. The Spanifb army was 
deftroyed, and Di|pkirk capitulated (bon after* 
The king and his minifter repaired thither,, tq 
fee the garrifon march out. The cardinsi 
would not permit Lewis XIV. to appear either 
in the light of a king or a warrior^ He had no 
money to diftributc among the foldiers, and in- 
deed bad hardly proper attendants : whenisver 
he went with the aimy, he u/^4 to eat at Ma- 
zarin's, or at the vifcount.Tuicuxne's tabk. 

M 2 This 
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This negleA of the toyal dignity waSnotttitf 
eflfe^l of any contempt that Lewis XlV. had for 
fliew and parade, but from the bad ftate of 
his affairs, and the care taken by the cardi*- 
nal to arrogate all fplendor and authority to 
bimfelf. • . 

Lewis took poflefllon of Dunkirk only to de- 
liver it up to Lockbart, Cromwell's ambafla- 
dor. Mazarin endeavoured, by fome iinefle 
to dude the treaty, and prevent the place 
being given up to the Englifli ; but Lock- 
hart's threats and the Englifh refolution got the 
better of Italian cunning. 
. It has been aiTerted by feveral perfons, that 
the cardinal, who had arrogated tohimfelfthe 
aftair of Arras, wanted to prevail on Turenne 
Co yield him likewife the honour of this battled 
Du Bec*Crefpin, count of Moret, was fent, 
they fay, in the minifter's name, to propofe to 
the general to write a letter, by which it might 
appear that the cardinal himfelf had laid down 
the whole phn of operations. Turenne re* 
ceived thefe infinuations with the contempt they 
deferved, and would not fonfent to avow a 
thing which would have brought difgrace on a 
general, and ridicule on a churchman. Maza* 
irin, after this weaknefs, had that of continuing 
at enmity with Turenne till the day of bis 
death, 
^nnf 1 '» " ^o^^ ^''"c after theficgc of Dun* 

1658^' kirk died Cromwell, aged 55 years, 
^ m the midft of the vaft proieds he 
had formed, for the eftablifhment of hit own 
power and the glory of the nation be governed. 
He had humbled the Dutch, diftated Ac condi- 
tions of a treaty with thcPortugucfc, conquerad 

Spain^ 
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SpsuA, and forced France to follicit His protec«- 
.tioiu Not long before. his death^ on being in«- 
formed of the naughty manner in which his 
.admirals behaved at Lifboh, *^ I am refolved, 
iaid he, to make the £ngli£h republic as much 
refpeded as that of Rome was in former times.'' 
It is falfe what fome writers pretend to tell u$« 
that he played the enthuiiaft and falfe prophet 
on his death-bed*; but it is certain, that he 
sdied with the fame intrepidity of foul which he 
'had always fhewn during his lifetime. He was 
interred like a lawful fovereign, and left behind 
iiim the reputation of a great king, which' 
threw a veil over the crimes of the ufurper. 
. Sir William Temple pretends that Cromwell 
deligned before he died to enter into an alliance 
vnth Spain againft France, and to recover 
Calais by the help of the Spanifli arms, as he 
bad got Dunkirk by thofe of France. Nothing 
was more agreeable to his charader and politics ; 
he would have r^dered himfelf the idol of the 
Englifh, by thiis ftripping, one after another, 
two nations whom they equally hated. Death 
.however at. once overturned his great defignSf 
|iis tjnraniiy, and the Englifh ^eatqefs. It is 
obfervahle, that the court of France went ia 
mourning forCrbmwell ; and that madeihoiielle, 
the duke of Orleans' daughter, was the onl/ 

- * Begging oar author** pardon, Cromwell had been an 
enthufiaft from the beginning, and became fo much of a ' 
prop^ec on his death-bed, that even when the phyficiana 
defpaired of bis life, " I tell you, (cries he) I flull not die 
of this diftemper : favourable anfwers have been returned 
from heaVen, not only to my own fupplicationt, but like« 
wife to thofe of the godly, who carry on a more inttmato 
eorrefpondence ^ith the Lord/' 

M 3 perfon 
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perfon wbo refiifed to pay this nark of 
to the mcfliofy of the murderer of a kiog/l 
relacioru 

Richard CromweU fucceedcd bis father ta the 
prote^loribipy wichout uij oppoftdofi» and m 
the fame manner as a prince of Wales would 
have fucceedcd a king of England. 

Richard was a oroof that the fate of a king* 
dom frequently depends upon the charaAer of 
one man* His genius was wholly dtierent from 
that of his father Oliver ( be was poflefled of 
all the meek virtues which nuke the good ctti* 
* sjtti^ and had none of that brutal intrepidity 
which facrifices every thing to its own inuttSiu 
He might have preferved the inheritance which 
his father had ac<)uired by bis labouriy if ho 
would have coofeoted to put to deadi three oi 
four of the principal officera of the amy^ who 
Dppoftd bis elevation \ but he chod rather to 
lay down, the government than to rdga by af* 
faffination» and lived retired^ and almoft uo-i 
known, till the age of ninetyf iaa coiintryof 
which he had once been the ibverei«u After 
his <)mttbg the pcoteAorfliip he maw a voyage 
to France, where, bring one day at Montpelicri 
the prince of Conti, brother of the great Gondii 
difitourfing with him» without knowing who ho 
yas, obierved, ** That Oliver CromweU was 
a great man^ but that his Ion Richard waa a 
poor wretch, not to know how to eoioy the 
fruits of his father's crimes." This KJchani 
however lived contented, whereas his Ather 
|)ad never known what happine fs wss. 
. Some time before, France had feen anotbea 
much more extraordinary example of the con* 
tempt of a crown in the famous Chrifttmi of 
i Sweden, 
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Sweden^ who came to Paris. Every one ad* , 
mired, that a young prtnceis, fo worthy of 
reigning, fhould quit the fovereign authority 
for the fake of leading a life of eafe and free-^; 
dom. It is (hamefiil in the Proteflant writers 
to afiert, without the leaft Ihadow of proof, 
that (he religned the crowa only becaufe fhe* , 
could keep it no longer. She had formed this ^ 
defign from the time {he was twenty years pJF 
age, and had allowed feven years to bring it tO; 
maturity, A refolution fo much above all vulgar 
conception, and which had been formed fof 
ffich a length of time, ought toftop themouth^^ 
of thbfe ^o reproach her with ai levity of dif- 
pofitiort, and of having been compelled to tfais^ 
abdicatipfi. One of th^fe accufationa dcftroya^ 
the other : but every thio^ great ^d noble i^ 
' fdre to be attacked by narrow mixkla. 

* Thfe ejitraordinary turn of mindofthiaprin*. 
cefs is fufficiently fbewn by her letters. In that . 
which (he wrote to Chaout^ who bad formerly 
been ambafTador fron^ France at Inrr court,,; 
ihethus exprefles hericlf : *♦ I wore the crowa- 
without oilehtation, /and Ijreftgit it vrith rea<* 
dinefs r after this you have nothing to fear foj^ 
me, my happinefs is out of the reach of .for- 
tune.^ She wrote thus to the great Conde ; 
♦♦'I think myfclf as much honoured by your . 
•fteem as by the crown I have wornr If afeef ; 
having refigned that, you (h^U think n>e le(a ; 
deferving <^ the other, I will own to youi 
that the tranquiUityJ have fo much defired^i 
wiir appear dearly bought ; but I (hall never. 
repent of having purchafed it at the price of a 
crown ; nor will ever fully an aft which to me ♦ 
appears fo glorious, by a mean repentance : and 
M 4 if 
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Sf perchance tou fliould condemn what I hairr 
done, I ihalf only tell you in excufe^ that I 
Aould never have refigned the pofleffioni which 
Fortune beilowed on me, had I judged them 
jieceilary to my happi neft -, and Ihould evea 
have afpired at the foverei^nty of the worlds 
could I have been as certain of fucceeding or 
dying in the attempt^ as the great Conde would 
ksve been/' 

Such was the foul of this extraordinary per* 
fonase, and fuch her ftile in our language^ 
which ihe was but rarely accuftomed to fpeak* 
l^e underftood eight different languaees { ihe 
bad been the friend and pupil of Defcartes^ 
who died in her palace at Stockholm, after 
htevtng in vatn tried to obtain a penfioh in 
Prance, where hti works were even forbiddeo. 
t6 be read; on account of the only good things ' 
which were in them. She invited into her' 
kingdom alt who were capable of bringing any 
knowledge into it } and the vexation of finding . 
no men of learning amon^ her own fubjeAs, 
had given her a diflike to reigning over a people 
who were unacquainted with every thing but 
ZTfUB. She judged it more eligible to live pri- 
vately among thinking men, than to rule over 
a people who had neither learning nor genius. 
She patronized and cultivated all the arts, in ^ 
country where they were till her time unknown* 
and dtfigned to make Italy the place of her re- 
treify wliere file might induTge herfetf in the 
nfidfl of them'; and, as they had butjufthegun 
to make thelt- ip|)earance in Frifnce, Ihe only 
iPlfled through that kingdom in her way to 
Kome, where her inclination determinedf her 
to fix her abode) and with this view ihe quitted 

the 
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the Lutheran religion for the Catholic Eqoalljpr 
indifferent to either, (he made no fcruple of 
outwardly conforming to the fentiments of a 
people among whom the was defirous of paH* 
ung her life. She quitted the throne in 1654, 
and publickly performed the ceremony of het 
abjuration at Jnfpruck. She was admired at the 
French court, though fhe furpafTed all th^ wo« 
men there in underftanding. The king faw 
he, auid did. her the greateit honours ; but he 
did not difcourfe much with her. He bad beea 
bred up in ignorance, and his natural good 
fenfe madejhim bafhful. 

The only extraordinary thing the ladies. 
and courtiers remarked in this philofophical 
queen was, that fhe did not. drefs after the French 
faihion, and that fhe danced ill. The learned 
found nothing to condemn in her except the 
murder of Monaldefchi *» her mailer of the 

horfe, 

* John marquis de Monaldefchi was mafterof the horfe 
to queen Chriftina, and one of Iier greatefl favoutitesj 
but he abufed her confidencej and divul^d fome fecrets that 
«!oncemed her honour and reputation* ^hrlAIna, having 
difcovered his treachery, condemned him to death while 
ihe refided at the palace of Fontalnebleau. One day fhe 
feat for the fuperior of the fathers Trinitarians, and in 
the mean time talked as ufual with Monaldefchi in a gal. 
lery. When the father arrived, he was followed into the 
a|)artment by tlic captain of her guards and two foldiers. 
Then ChriAina produced to the delinquent his own inter-* 
cepted letters, to prove his infiderrty. leaving reproached 
hfm for his bafenefs, (he defired the prte(l to difpofe him^ 
for death. The marquis, who was In the flower of his^ 
age, and very unwilling to die, had rccourfe to prayers, * 
tears, and intreaiies, that his life might be fpared, even tho* 
h^ (hould be banifhed from Europe, and live in perpetual; 
ctile. The prieft joined in his intreaties, and even remon-' 
M 5 ftrare(f 



%$o The age or 

fiorfe^ whom flie caufed to be ai&ffiitated' at 
Fbntainebleau in the fecond journey fbc oiade 
to France, for fbme fault he had been guilty of 
towards her. As (he had lakl down the ibve- 
reign authorify, fhe had no longer a right to 
do herfelf juftice. She could no longer be confi- 
dered as a queen who puniflied a mifiltmeanour 
of ftate, but as a private woman^ tM^o ended a 
love-tffair by a nwrder. This infamous and 
cruel afiion fiillied that phtlofophtr which had 
made her quit a throne. Had me oeen in Eng- 
land, ihe would have been puniihed ; bat the 
court of France winked at this infuk againfl* 
the i-oyal authority, the law' of tutions, and 
humanity. 

After Cromwell was dead, and his fon Rj* 
chard depofed, England continued for a ]rear 
in anarchy and confuflon. Charles Guftavos,* 
to whom queen Chriftina had refigned the king- 
dom of Sweden, made himfelf formidable in the 
North and in Germany. 7*he emperor Fer-' 

ftrated on the confcquencet of her uldns fnch 4 violent Aep 
in a paUce belonging to the king of France. She rcoiainetf 
inflexible, and withdrew. The Cither confefled Mooal- 
defchi, and the foldiert falling upon him with their fworda, 
flew bin) with fome difficulty j for he wore (ecret armoor 
under hii doathi* Chriftina caufed hit body to be decently 
interred, and maflet to be faid for the repofe of bis foul* 
She attempted tojuAify what ihe had done by alledging^ 
that though flie had abdicated the crown, (he did not di* 
veft herfelf of that royalty which author»fed her to ponidi 
the treachery of her own domeftict. This excofo was not 
admitted by the French miniftry, and die waa given to un* 
derAand that her prefence was no longer agreeable in 
l?rance j an intimation in confequence of which ihe re- 
turned to Rome, where ihe effected a match between the 
niece of MoaaJdefcbi and Matthew de Boorboa, lofd 
4|f Pelipome, 
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Shaiul dii^ In i6'57. His fpi^ Lcppold, wbQ 
tras fevdnteen years blcf, and wa^ already king 
tf Hungary and Bohemia,, had not been chofen 
king of the Romans durmg his fiather's iife«< 
time. Malaria endeavoured to ^et Lewis XI V» 
£hofen emperor.' This was a wild fcbeme; 
&e cHigjH to hav6 compelled 61 couuptcvd tbj^ 
efedors. into his intereft^ but France .was no.t 
in itfelf fufficiently ppwerfuf to feiz^ . on the 
empire,^ nor rich enough tapurcbafe it; con-« 
iec^uencly the firft overtures of' this kind mader 
at Frankfort by . th^ marshal de Grammonib 
and Lionne were laid afide almoil as foon. a& 
propofedy and Lipoid was cbofeh etm)eror.. 
All that Mazarines policy could theA eSe£t» wasi 
to engage the German priiices in a league for 
ibcuring the obfervance of the treaties of Mun- 
fter,.and to curb the emperor's auihoxity in, 
the empire. 

_ After the affair pf Dunkirk,* France becaoo^ 
powerful abroad by the reputation of Jrci: arms^ 
a^d' the bad condition to which other h^ions^ 
^^rc reduced*: biit Oie fuffe'red greatly at hooic ;, 
ihb was exhauiled of money> and in want of. 
peace. , . ^ . , 

' In chriffian monarchies tbc ftate itfelf is feT-, 
dom intereftcd in its Tover?ign's wars, j' Mer- 
Cvmary armies, raifed.by the order of a, minifter, 
afiA commanded by generals blindly devoted 
to his will, cis^rry on feveral c^efikii^ive cam- 
paigns, without the prioc^s in wh'bfc ijapaetbey 
fight having the leaft e;cpe£lation or ' even in- 
tention of depriving each other of their whole » 
patrimpny* The people. o^|he viftorious ftat? 
iQap no advantage Trom the fpoll? of thofc vHo*^ 
af^, conquered* T^ey' pay all e;cpeiices> and 
M 6 ate 



tS% Tnr AG £ Of 

are alike fufferers, whether their couAtiy ht 
profperous or unruccefsfuK Peace therefore i% 
OS neceflary to them, even after the greateft 
vi6tory, as if even their enemies were m pol^ 
feiSon of all their frontier places. 

There were two things wanting for the car^ 
dinal to iinifh his adminiftration happily^ the 
one was to bring about a peace, and die other 
to fecure the tranquility of the nation by mar- 
rying the king. The young monarch bad 
been dangerouuy ill after the campaign of Don*, 
kirk) infomuch that his life was defpaired of. 
The cardinal) who knew he was not liked by 
mohfieur the king's brother, had fbme inten- 
tion, at this dangerous conjun£lure,orfecuring 
his immenfe riches,* and preparing for a retreat* 
Thefe confiderations determined nim to marry 
his royal pupil as foon as poifible. Two parties 
prefented tnemfelves at that time; the king 
of Spain's daughter and the princefs of Savoy* 
The king's heart however had been previoufly 
engaged a different way ; he was defperatel^ 
in love with mademoifeue de Mancini, one of 
the cardinal's nieces, and as he was by nature 
amorous, pofitive in his will, and void of ex- 
pei'iehce> it yffis not unlikely that in the warmth 
of his paffion, he might have determined to 
marry bis favourite (nmrels. 

Madame de Motteville^ the queen motberli 
confidante, whole memoirs carry a great air of 
truth, pretends that Maaiarin was tempted to 
gtvie wayto the king's paffion, and place his 
niece on the throne, lie had already married 
one of his nieces to the prince of Conti, and a 
fecond to the duke of Mercoeur ^ and her whom 
Lewb XIV was fo fond of^ bad been demanded 

in 



}n marriage hy thie kvfg of En^and *» Tlieii^ 
wjere fo roa^iy encouragements to ji]ftify bis 
ambition. Being one day alone with the queeji 
mothq*) he artfully tool^ oppprtunjtv tq iomi^ 
ber on this (vthjcct, '^ I am afrai<}, faid jie^ 
that the king has a ftrong inclifiation to. marry 
my niecc.\ The queen mother, who knew 
Ae,€ari^in^I perfeiSly well^ pre£sf dy conje^hu'c^ii 
d)at' be wiihed what he.am^^dtb fear, and 
with all ihe haughtineis of a princefs of the 
Auftrian bloody the daughter^ wiff, and mother, 
of kings, and fuirof refentment a^inft i 
minifter who feemed to have (haken off all de->, 
pendence upon bier, fhe jz^ade Iiim this reply ; 
<t Was theKingbimrelfcapableorfuch a nie^-;^ 
nefsy. I would inflantly. put myire|f> with/my 
iecond fon^ at the bead of the people againil the- 
king and you." 

It is faid that Mazarin never forgave the 
queen for this fpirited anfwer : but he was wife 
enough to fall, in with her fentiments, and 
made a merit of oppofing the king's paffion ^ 
his power did npt uand in need of a queen of. 
his own blood to fupport if. He was even ap-* 
prehenfive of his niece's difpoiltion, and thought 
he fhould more eiFe&ually fecure the authority 
of his place by ihunning the dangerous glpry 
of too greatly exalting bis family* . , 

He had in the year 1656 feot Lionne into 
Spain to bring about a peace» and demand tb? 
infanta* in marriage ; but Don J^ewis de Haro^, 
fenfible that vifeak as Spain was, France was, 
npt much llronger>..bad rejeded the cardinsj's 
offers. The infanta, who viras the child of a.. 

former 
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fbrm^ mt rriage^ ifinu deffined for jroimg Led- 
fold*. Thef Spahifh king had at ttiat time only 
Me ibfl by hU fecond wife, and^thb yonnr 
^ince was of & infirm a coofljtution^ that S 
was imagined he coidd hardty life. . It was 
Aerefore determined that theinfiuita(»who was 
tikelir to become heirefii to focb Iarge,dominioBS 
iiotm trssisftr h^ clariii^ to the , houih of Au- 
ftria^ rather than tQ the family of an enemy: 
but Philip iV . hariiig afterwards another ibn^ 
(Don Philip Profpero) and bis queen beinc 
igain with chiid'y there did not appear fo much' 
ibi^er in giving the ii)|anta to the FVench 
king f befidel, the battle of Dimkirk had made* 
bkn vfiAk for a peace* 

. The Spaiiiih court th^ promifed the fhfanta 
to Lewis XIV.. and d^fired a ceflatlon of arms. 
Mazarin'and Don Lewis d^Haro met on the 
frontiers of the two 'kingdoms, in the Ifle of 
Phcafanti. Notwithllan£ne the defign of their 
meeting was no left than that of fettling the 
marriage of the king of France; zM a genera) 
peace, a Whole month was taken op in deter- 
mining the diiputes which arofe about prece- 
dency, and in adiuftinz certain points ox cere- 
mohy. The cardinals mfifttd upon being equat 
nMth kings, and fuperior to other fovereigo 
princes, prance with morejuftice pretended 
to the preheminence over all other kings*. 
However, don Lewis de Haro kept up aperfeft 
equality between Mazarin and himfeif, and be- 
tween the crowns of France and Spain. 

The conferences lafted fburmonths^ in which 
don Lewis and Mazarin difplayed the whole 
ftrength of then* politics. The cardtnat excet« ' 
led in fiosisy Don Lewi^ was^ remarkable for 

his 



lit ^iibenrtjbn* The former licver . /poke bu^ 
iMilb a doubte meanmg^ the latter very fpa-> 
ftfigljr. The It^thur miiuiler^s talent lajr in eii« 
tfeavonrmg to 'fiirptrife^ that ef the %>aniard|. 
|r guarding againft a furprifev It is rei^orteo' 
Aat in 4>edtMxg of the carcUnal he laid, '^ There 
k one great fault in his p^tica^ he is always 
endeavoorifig to deceive. 

Sttc^ is the vicjffitudie of hmnan'aflUrs, thli^ 
Acre are bakHV two afticles of this famou% . 
treaty of the Pyrenees now fubfifting. The 
Freniph king kept RouffiUon, which be would- 
i4way$ have k^t without tbis pes^ce > but wltlv 
^efpeet to Fhmers, the SDanift monarchy has 
jiow nothing left there. Oiy Court (of Frauce^ 
#as' at that ti^ne neteflatUj^ Hi frie^dfllip tli^jthi' 
PortugsJi we are now rio longer fo';, eivery. tiling 
is changed. Though Don Lewis de H^rq 
accufed cardinal Mazarih of deceit, the world 
kas (ince acknowledged' that h\^ had the gift of 
Ibrefigfat.' He had 'for a long time formed the 
defign of an aUiance between {"ranee and Spain,l 
witneis. that famous letter, of his Which h^ 
wrote during tixe conferences at Munfter. '« K 
his moil cbriftian majefty could have the Low 
Countries and Prancbe Compr€, as a marriage 
portion with the infanta, ih that cafe we 'might 
a^ire to the Spatiifh fucceffiof, notwithftand-^' 
ing any renunciation made ^li tbe infanta^ 
name ; neither would it be ia vct^, diftant proft* 
pfed, fteing that there' is only tlie life of the 
prince, her brother, to exclude her from it.**" 
This prince was Baldiazar, who died in 1649. 

It is plain that the cardinal was deceived, in; 
ftippofing that the court of Spain woutd giv^ 
tf^ Lovf Countries and tbe Franche Comt^ 

with 
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with the infanta. There waa not a fin^e 
town ftipulated for a dowrv xYicb her $ pn the 
contrary^rwe refiored feveral oonfiderable towns 
to the opanifti monarcKv, which we had takea 
from it durins the cburie of the war -, fuch aa 
$t. Omer^ ipres^ Menin^ Oudenarde^ and 
fome other places* The cardinal however was 
right in fuppofing ^that the renunciation would 
ptie. day be 0/ no tffc6ii but thofe who give 
him the honour ofthisprpdi£liofi^ fuppofe bim 
to have likewife fore&en that prince Balthazar 
would die in 1649 ; that afterwards the three 
diildren ly the fecond wife, fhould all die in the 
cradle ; that Charles, the fifth of all tbefe male 
children, fhould die wjthoiit ifliie ; an4 that tbia 
Auftrian king ibould one day make a will in 
favour of Lewis XI^s. grandfon* But the 
truth is, that cardinal Mazarin foreiaw what 
value would be fet upon a renunciation, ipcafe 
(be male iflfue of Philip IV. ihould all fail ; and 
this was juftified by a ierics of extraordinary 
events, above fifty years afterwards. 

The infanta Maria Therefa, whqmkht have 
had for her dowry, thofe towns wtych i^i^iceby 
this treaty of marriage was obliged to reftore, 
inftead or that had. only five hundred thoulaiid 
golden crowns for her fortune : it coft the king 
more to ^0 and receive, her .on the frontiers. 
However, . thefe five hundred thoufanjl crowns^ 
worth at that time abotit t^o millions five huiv*. 
dred thoufan4 livrcs^ w^re tljeiubje^.of much 
altercation between tne two minifters, and at 
lail'we nevft received nK>re.tii^n ^ne hundred 
thoufand francs. 

So far was this marriage from bcipg. of any. 
rfe^l. preftnt adyahuge, 'excepting that q( peace,, 
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that the in£anta renounced for ever all right or 
daim to any of her Other's territories, and 
Lewis Xiy. ratified this renunciation in the 
inofl folemn manner, and caufed it to be re^ 
giftered in parliament. 

Thefe renunciations, and a portion o£ five 
hundred thoufand crowns. Teemed to be cuftom«^ 
ary claufes in the marriage-contrails between 
the infantas of Spain and the kings of France. 
Queen Anne of Auflria, daughter of Philip III. 
was married to Lewis XIII. on the fame con** 
ditions ; and when Ifabella, daughter of. our. 
Henry the Great, was married to Philip IV» 
king of Spain, there were no more than five 
hundred thoufand crowns agreed upon for a 
portion with her, and no part of that was ever 
payed ; fo that there did not feen| at that time 
tp Ije any great advaiuage in^tbeie gniQd mar* 

; Charles IV. duke of Lorraine^ ,of whom 
France and Spain had great reafoo to CQmplaiOf . 
Qs; rather who had great reafon to complain'' 
of tbem, was: included in ^19 V^^sfifi but oa: 
the footingof an unfortunate princp^ whointhey i 
punifhed becaufe he could oat make himfetif^ 
ftared. JPra];ice reftored' him. his dqpMniot)$^^ 
after difmahtling Nanci, and prohibiting hitii: 
from keeping any troops. |>on Lewis de Haro 
obliged cardinal Mazarin to procure the prince 
of Conde^s pardon, threatning otherwife to be««. 
ffaw on him the fovereignty of Rocroi, Cba^i 
telet, and other places in which he was is% pof- . 
feifion. Thus France at once gained -^lieAi 
towns and the great Conde. However^ he. loft, 
his poft of malfer of the houfehold to the )dvk^ 
and returned wTthlittlc etfe than glory. 

Charles 
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Charles II. the titular king of England, who 
Was flill more unfortunate than the duke of 
Lorraine, came to the Pyrenees, whife they 
inhere negociating the peace, to implore the a^* 
fiftance of the cardinal and don Lewis de Haro. 
He flattered himrelf that their kings, wh» 
were his courm-v^rmans^ being now in alli- 
ance, would, as Cromwell was no more, have 
the courage to revenge a caufe which con- 
cerned every crowned head ; but he could 
not even obtain an interview wnh either of 
the mlnifters. Lockhart, Cromwell's ambaf- 
fador, was at St. John de Lu?, and made 
himfelf MV re^e6ied, notwithftanding the 
dKath of his maOer { and the two nuntftera 
fearing to dlfebKge him, refufed to fee Charles. 
They thought ic impbifible that he (hould eve^ 
be leAoMd^ ktkA were peHuaded that aB the 
£ngli(b fa^ions, though at variance among 
thmifelves, would unanitapuflyioin to exclude 
foff ever the kingly authority ; out herein the^ 
were both deceived, and fortune a few moathi 
afterwards brought aboutthat which thefe mi-* 
nifters miflrht have had the honour of under^ 
taking. Charles was redaHdl by the Englifli^ 
without a fingie potentate havmg interfered^ 
either to prevent the murder of the father, or 
the fon^s reftoretioit. He landed at Dover» 
mi was received by twenty thoufand of his 
fttbjedls Off» their knees. I have been told by 
feme old people who tvere upon the ' fpot, that 
almoft every one prefent was bathed in tears* 
There never was perhaps '^' more aff<i£lin£ 
fight, nof a more . fudden revolution. Thit 
oKmge was brought about In' lefs time than 
. . • the" 
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the tredtf of the Pyrenees took in concluding ; 
ftod Charles 11. was in quiet pofle^fion of th^ 
£iigIiflL tfarane before Lewis XIV. was even 
married by proxy. 

• And now cardinal Mazarin conduded th^ 
king and his new confort back to Paris. Hii 
behaviour on this occafion was like that of a 
iather who had married his ton, without allow- 
ins him to have the management of his eftate. 
This minifter returned more powerful and 
norejcaloua of his authority and dignity thail 
ever. He no longer gave the upper hand td 
Ae princes of the blood, in a third place, as. 
formerly; and he who had behaved toward^ 
den Lewis de Haro as his equal, attempted td 
tceat the great Conde as his inferior. Hd 
^w appeared in public with royal pomp, haV« 
4ng9 bdides his ordinary guard, a coitipany bf 
ttuffueteers, the fame which is now the fecond 
company in die king's niu(queceersw Thero 
was no longer any acoefs to be had to thd 
loyal peribn ; and whofoever was fo little of 4 
Courtieras ta apply to the king for any favoQf, 
was (nrdy mined* The queen^niother, wha 
had fo long been this mintfter's &rm prote^efs, 
aeainft tlu whole French nation, faw hen« 
felf left without cvadir, as (bon a» he was^ no^ 
ksiger in want of her affiHance* The king, 
her fon,^ who- had been brought up in a blin4 
fiibmiffioB to this minifter, was unable to thro^ 
off the yoke flie had tmpoftd. upon him as weH 
as faerfelf ; Ae had a refpeA fe» her own ^nroric^ 
and Lewis XIV. never dared to zeign while 
Masarin was ^ive« 

A minifter is cxeuftabk for the evi} he may* 
do when the iKim of the governmenLis forceiA 

iato> 
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into his bandt by ftorms of ftatc) bat when 
there is a calm» be i$ anfwerabie/or all tbe good 
he does not. do. Mazarin did good to no one 
but himfelf and thofe related to him : of the 
eight ^ears of abiblute and undifturbcd au* 
thority which he enjoyed, from bb laft return 
till the day of his death, not one was diftin<- 
guifhed by any honourable or ufefui efla* 
blifliment; fpr the college of tbe four nations 
was ere£ted only in confeauenoe of hta laft will* 
He managed tbe finances like a fteward whofe 
inafter is immerfed in. debt 

The kina; would fometimes a(k Fouquet for 
inoneyy who ufed.to anfwer» ^ Sire, there is 
|)one in your majefty'a cofters, but my lord car* 
dinal can lend you /bme." Mazaria was 
worth about two Jiundrcd roiUtons, accordiog 
tq the prefent, value of money. It it faioy 
in fcveral incftioirs, ihat he accoutred great 
part of h|s wealth by means which were be^ 
neatly the dignity of bis poft ; and that be 
obliaed thofe who fitted out privateers to aU 
iow\nin1.a iba/e in the.piofits of their cruizes: 
ihis/ has never been .proved.) hut tbe Dutch 
fufpeaed him ^f fometbtng of this nature, a 
{ii(pjcion ; they would. iO0«er hive entertatned 
of his predeceflfprt cardiinal Richelieu. 

It is faid that he was troubled with fome 
fcruples of confcience on bis death-bed, though 
be died in appearance with great courage* He 
was certainly in apprebeDfiOD for his riches, of 
which he made a full donation to the kingt 
fuppofiog that his majefty would reftore them 
to him again > in this he judged right, for three 
days afterwards the king returned him back his 
deed of gift. Soon afterwards he died^ feeoi* 

ingly 
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ingly unregretted by anyone but the kiiig, who 
had already learnt the art of diilembling. The 
yoke began to fit heavy upon his Moulders, 
and he grew impatient to reign; neverthelefs 
he diought it prudent to Wear the appearance 
of concern for a death which put him in pofTef* 
fion of his throne* 

Lewis^ XIV. and his court went into mourn* 
ing for tbe cardinal ; a very extraordinary mark 
of honour, and what Henry IV. had paid to 
the memory of the fair Gabrielle d'Etrees. 

We fliall not undertake in this place to ex- 
amine whether cardinal Mazarin was a great 
minifter or not ; we leave his adions to Ipedc 
for him, and pofterity to judge ; but we cannot 
forbear oppofing thatmiftaken notion, which 
afcribfcs a more than common underftanding, 
and an almoft divine genius, to thofe who have 
governed great kingdoms with tolerable fiic- 
cefs. It is not a fuperior ftiare of penetration 
that makes ftatefmen, it ^s thtir particular 
character ; all men that have any tolerable de^ 
gree of ilnderilandingcan nearly difcem what is 
thei* interefts. A commpn crtiaen of Amftcr* 
dam, or Berne, knows as much on this head 
as Sejanus, Ximenes, Buckingham, Richelieu, 
or Mazarin : bat our condud and our under- 
takings depend wholly upon the temperament 
of our fouls, and- our filcccflei depend upon 
fortune. • 

For example: if one with a genius like that of 
pope Alexander VI. or his fon Borgia^'had under-* 
taken to reduce Rochelle, he would have invited 
the principal citizens of the place into his camp, 
under the fandion of the moft folemn oaths, 
a^d then have diurdered them all. Ma-^ 

3 zarin 
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varin would haire £oC poffisffion of Ae tdwil 
two or three yeanmcr^ bjr gainiog over Ibnt 
«f the citizens) and ibwbe dUieaoon among 
the rtSL Don Lewk de naro would never 
have hazarded the undertakings Richelieu^ 
after the example of Aleacander^ buik a nade 
in the fea, and entered as a conquenir ; but a 
longer tide than ufiial, or a little more dili- 
gence on the part o( the Engliib, would baft 
fi^ved Rochelle «nd have made Richelieu pais 
for a mad adventurer. 

We may judge of z man's charaAer by the 
nature of his imdertakingi. We may uifely 
affirm t)iat Rfchelieu*s fotJ was fuU of prido 
and revenue ^ that Mazarin was prudent, fupplei 
and avaritious i but to know how far a minifter 
is a man of underftandin|;» we muft either have 
frequently heard him difcourfe, or have read 
^hat be has written. That which we every 
day fee among courtiers fsequentlv happens 
amongft ftatefmem He who has the gr^teft 
talents often fails, while he who is of a more 
patient, refolute, fiipple, and equiMe difpofi- 
tion, fucceeds* - 

In reading Mazartn's letters, and cardinal 
de Retz> memoirs, we may ea&ly per^ive de 
Retz to have been the fuperior genius ; never^ 
tbeleft, the former attained the fummit of power* 
and the latter was bantibed. In a word, it is 
a certain truth, that, to be a powerful ipinifteri 
little more is required than a middling under- 
ftanding, good ienfe, and fortune ; but, to be 
a good minifter, the prevailine paffion o( the 
fouh muft be a love for the public good ) and he 
is tbe^greateft ftatefman who leaves behind him 
the moft noble momunents 0f puUic utility^ : 
2 CHAP. 



CHAR CLXXL 

Lewis XIV. governs alone. He obliges the 
\ Sp A<Kis» Branch of the Hoitfe of Austria. 
to yield him the Precedency every whera, 
. and the court of Rome to give him Satif- 
fadion. He purchafes DirNKimc, iendi 
Succpurs to the Emperor, the DuTCir^ 
and the Portuguese, and renders bil 
Kingdom powerful and.flottri(hing. ' 

NEVER was a court fo full of intrigu^ 
and expedations as that of France, while 
c^^dinal Maaartn lay dying. Thofe among 
the women who bad any claim to beauty, flat^ 
tered tbemfelves with the hopes of governing a 
young prince, who was only two and twenty 
years old, and whom love had already influenced 
to make a tender of his crown to a favourite 
miftreCs. The young courtiers imagined that 
they (hould eafily renew the reign of favour 
l-ites. Every one of the officers of ftate thought 
^at he (hould fill the firft place in theminiftry, 
not one of them fufpe^ng that a king, whd 
bad been brought up in fuch an ignorance of 
ftate-affairs, would venture to take the bartbeA 
of government upon his own ihoulders. Ma4 
sarin, had kept the king in a ftate of nonage aS 
long as he was able, and had not till very lately 
let him into the myftery of reigning, and then 
only becaufe he had infifted upon being in^ 
ftruaed. . 

They were fo far from wiihine to be go^^ 
kerned by'tlieir (bvereign, that of lul thofe who 
had beea coacefintd wtth Mazastn in the admi* 

niAration^ 
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nifiratton, not one apptied to the king to know 
when he virould'give them an audience ; on the 
contrary, every one aflced him *^ Whom they 
^w^re to apply toi'' and were not a little fur- 
^ri^ when Lewis arifwered, *< To me ;** 
,their afloniihment was ftill encreafed, on find- 
Jne him perfevere. He had for fome time con- 
fitked his own ftrength, and made a trial in fe- 
cret.of his capacity for reigning. Hit refoJu* 
don once uken, be maintained it to the laft 
moment of his life. He appointed every mi- 
nifter proper limits to his power, obliging them 
to give him an account of every thing at certain 
hours, ihewing them fo much oonfidsence as 
" was oeceffiiry to give a proper weight to Aeir 
office, and carefully watching over them to 
prevent tbeirabufeof it. He beean byreftoring 
order in the finances, which haiTbeeii miferablj 
mifmanaged through a continuance of rapine. 
' He likewife e&bliibed a proper discipline 
.among the troops. His court was at once mag- 
nificent and decent ; even the pleafures appear* 
ed thek-e with a degree of luftre and ereatnefs. 
The arts were all encouraged and employed, Co 
theglory of the king and kingdom. 

This is not the place for painting his charac« 
ter in a private life, nor in the domcftic go- 
vernment of his kingdom : we (hall referve this 
for a part by stfidf. It is fuiikient to fay, that 
Che people, wfao^ Tmce the deiuh of Henry IV. 
bad never feen a true king, and who detefled 
the authorixy of a prime minifter, were filled 
with admiration and hope, when they faw 
Lewis 'XI V. do that, at twenty-tWo years of 
a^e, which Henry did at fifty. Had Henry 
IV. had a prime minifter, be would have been 

loft* 
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Ioft> kecaufe the hatred againft a private mail 
would have awakened twenty different fai^ions, 
which would have become too powerful. If 
Lewis XIII. had not had a minlfter, that princo» 
whofe feeUe and fickly conftitution made his 
feul weak and enervated) vi^ould h^ve funk be« 
neath the weight of government ; Lewis XIV, 
might or might not have had a prime-minifter 
without any danger. There were not the leaft 
traces left of the old fadioas whkh bad dif- 
tradcd the ftate. There was now only a niaf- 
ter and fubjefts in France j Lewis, at the vciy 
beginning, fliewed that he afpired after fflory, 
and that he was refolved to make himfeu re« 
fpe<&ed both at home and abroad. 

The antient kings of Europe had always pre^ 
tended to%an exaft equality with each other; 
this was yery natural : but the kings of Franoe 
^dways claimed chat precedency which was due 
to the antiquitjr of their race and kingdom ; 
and if they yielded place Do the emperors, 
it was because mankiiHl have hardly ever the 
courage to abolifii along eflabltihed cufiom. 
The bead of the German republic, though an 
^£live prince, and has very little power of his 
own, has undoubtedly the precedencv of all 
kings, in virtue of his title of Csefar and hdr to 
Charitmagne. His Gkrman chancery does not 
even give the title of majefty to an^ other crowned 
head. The kings of France might difpute the 
precedency with the emperors^ as France had 
founded the real weftern empire, of which the 
name only fubfifts in Germanjr- They could 
plead not only the fuperiority of an hereditary 
c/own over an eleSive dignity, but the advan* 
tage of being defcended in an uninterrupted 
ToL. VL N fuc- 
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fuccdlion of fovereignfl, who reigned over a 
great monarchy feveral centuries before that 
any of thofe houfcs who are now in pofleffion 
of crowns, had attained to the leaft degree of 
di(;.nity. However, they were determined to 
aflert their riRbt of precedency over all the other 
potentates of Europe. They alledced in fup* 
port of their claim the title of Moit Cbriftian, 
to which the Spaniih kines oppofed theirs of 
Moft Catholic i and finceUharles V. bad bad a 
king of France prifoner at Madrid, the Spaniih 
pride had made them more tenacious thaa ever 
of their rank* The Englifli and Swedes, who 
plead none of thefe furnames at prefent, ac» 
knowlcdged as little as was poffible this fupe* 
riority. 

Rome was the place where thefe fKecenfions 
ufed formerly to be canva<Ied ^ the popes, who 
di(pofed of kingdoms by abulia imagined tbey 
had a much greater right to fettle the rank be* 
twcen crowned beads. This court, where every 
thing pafles in ceremony, was the tribunal for 
trying thefe varieties of ^reatnefs* France had 
always had the fuperionty there when ihe was 
more powerful than Spain } but fmce the rei^ 
of Charles V. Spain had let flip no opportunity 
of maintaining an equality. l*he difpute was 
left undetermined i the precedency at a procef* 
iion, or an elbow-chair placed near the altar, 
or oppofite to the Duloit, were matters of 
triumph, and eflablilhed titles to that prece* 
dcncy. The chimerical point of honour in 
thefe articles was at that time carried to ai 
great extremes between crowned beads, as 
duels were among private perfons. 

It 
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• * It happened, that at the entry of a ^^g 
SwedHh ambaflador at London^ the count 
d'Eftrade, ambaft'ador from France, and the ba- 
ron Watteville, ambaflador from the court of 
Spain, difputed the way. The Spaniard hav- 
ing more money, and a greater train of fcr- 
vants, gained the Englifli populace ov6r to his 
ihtereft. who began to kill the French ambafla- 
dor's coach-horfes, and foon afterwards fell 
upon his people, who being wounded took to 
their heels, and left the Spaniards to proceed in 
triumph with their fwords drawn. 

Lewis XIV. being informed of this infult of- 
fered to his ambaflador, immediately recalled 
the minifter he had at Madrid, and ordered 
the Spanifh ambaflador to leave France ; broke 
oiF the conferences which were then carrying 
on in Flanders on the fubjecSfc of the limits^ and 
fcnt word to his father-in-law Philip IV. that, 
unleis he acknowledged the fuperiority of the 
French crown, and repaired the aflront which 
had been ofl^ered its ambaflador,. by a public fa- 
tisfa^tion, he would. inftantly renew the war. 
Philip IV. was not willing to plunge his king- 
dom siRAin into a frefh war for the fake of an 
ambafUdor's precedency : he fent the count of 
Fuentes to declare to the king at Fontaine- 
bleau, in prefence of all the foreign miniftcrs 
who were then in France, " That ^* / 
the Spanifli minifters ihould no Ion- ^^ ^+» 

ger difputc the precedency with ^ 
Siofe 6f France." Thi« was not clearly acknow- 
ledging the king's pre-«minence, but it was 
i fumcient avowal of the weaknefs of the Spa- 
nifli court. This court, which ftill preferved 
its haughtinefs, murmured for a long time at its 
N 2 humi- 
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humiIiatio». Siiice thea &Yfral Spnifli mU 
AiAers have renewtd tb«ir oM pfctenfiDnSy and 
^flually obtained gn. eqtmlity at Nifla^um } 
km Lewis XI Y. at ^hAt lioift acquired bf his re* 
(blution a real Aiperioifity io £uf«pe» by cofi<« 
vincing all the powers how much he waft to be 
J^aretU 

He had icarcelv concluded this linaH af« 
fair with fo Biiyrn dignity, wfaeo he ftewed' 
illll iQore on w occalion in.wbich his ^ory 
^emed not fo much interefted* Dtiriog the long 
wars carried on agajnft th/e Spaoiairds in Italy* 
the behaviour of (he yovuig ftttnch geBtry had 
in^ired the cautious and jealous kuians with 
the notion of their being a beadftrong and im* 
petuous people. The^ It»liaos looked upon all 
the nations by whons theirs wflB oree-nin as 
barbarians, and the French as banbaffiana inore 
gay» but at the fan^ time more diuigenius than 
the reft, as they introduced, inl9 all faflnliee 
where they canve, aiafte for pleaAtres, with an 
air of contempts, and debauchery with outrage} 
in ihort, thev were dreaded every whare^ and 
efpecially at Rome. 

The duke 4e Crequi, the French WBob^Bki* 
dor at the pope's court, had greatly ^li^pleaAd 
the people of Rome by his arrocant bduwiottr : 
bis fervants, ^, fet of peo{^ w«o always carry 
the faults of their maibrs to CKtremea, oomi* 
jnitted the fame diforders in, Rome^ ae the u»* 
bridled youth of France did inPasis, who at 
that time prided themfdVes in attacking tibn 
cUv'Wa^h evei:y night* 

Some of this nobUnian*s feivants took itmi% 

Ifbeir heads tx» fall fwo/d m^hand upoa n party 

of the Corii, (who are she city^-guard m Rons) 

. 6 and 
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aiid put them to flight. The whole body of th« 
Cofft* incenfed at this ill ufage, and fpirited 
up by Don Mario Chigi, brother to Alexander 
VII. the reigning pope, who hated the duke of 
Cffc^iH, went ^kh a multitude of his followers 
HI arras, and befieged the duke in his own 
hoii'fe. They even fired upon the * 
Btnbaffiidrefs' coach, as ftce wasdriy- ^^Ic 
lAg into her palace, killed one of her ^ 
pages, and wounded fevcral of her other fer*- 
vants* The duke de Crequi ujpon this left 
Rotne^ lottdly accufing the pope's relatten, and 
even his holinefs htitifelf, of having counte- 
nanced this infult and murder. The pope de- 
ferred giving him fatisfadion as long as he pof- 
fibly could^ in the perfuafion that there require! 
#iily A little tempotifing with the French, for 
every thing to be forgotten. At the end of 
about four months he caufed ona. of the Corfi- 
can giiard, and aSbirri^ to be hanged, andba- 
ImAm the governor of Rjome^ who was (MfoeAed 
cHf having authorified the& violent proceedings : 
bttl he Was in no fmall confternation when he 
learnt that the Frendi king threatened to lay 
iiege to IU>me ; that he had already ordered 
troops to be tranfported into Italy for chat pur- 
fMfe; and that the marflial du F)ed|s-Pralin wa« 
Appointed general. This afiair was become a 
national quarrel, and the king was determined 
to fupport the dignity of his crown. Th^ pope, 
before he could be brought to make the concef- 
fions demanded of him, implored the mediation 
of all the catholic princes, and at the fame 
time did all in his power to flir them up againft 
Lewis XIV. but the fituation of affairs were at 
N 3 that 
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that time unfavourable for the holy father. The 
emperor was attacked by the Turks $ and Spaiii 
was engaged in an unfuccefsful war againft the 
Portuguelc. 

The court of Rome therefore only irri- 
tated the king, without being able to hurt 
him. The parliament of Provence fummoned 
the pope to appear, and feized upon his count? 
of Avignon. At any other time fuch an infulc 
upon the papal dignity would have been follow* 
ed by a peal of excommunications from the 
Vatican, but thofe arms were now become equally 
ufelcfs ai)d ridiculous. The holy father found 
himlf If under the neceffity of giving way, and 
was obii^rcd to banifh his own brother from 
Kome; to fend his nephew cariinal Chigi, in 
charadcrof legate a laterey to make the king 
fati&fadtion ; to break the Corfican guard ; and 
to credt a pillar in the city of Rome, with an 
ji/ ription expreffing the injury and reparation. 

Cardinal Chigi was the iirft legate, who had 
ever been fent from the papal court to afk par* 
don. Before that, the legates had always been fent 
to give laws, and impofe the tax of^ the tenth 
penny. The king did not content himfelf with 
accepting thefe temporary ceremonies, in return 
for an injury offered, nor vet with monuments 
which are equally fo, (for (ome years afterwards 
he permitted this pyramid to be deflroyed) but 
he obliged the court of Rome to reflore Caflro 
and Ronciglione to the duke of Parma; to in* 
dcmnify the duke of Modcna for his claims on 
Commachio ; and thus, from an infult ofFered 
him, he derived the folid honour of being 
the protcdor of the Italian princes. 

While 
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While he thus fupported bis dignity, he forgot- 
not to increafe bis power. . The good manage- 
. tnent of his finances, under Colbert, enabled 
hinx to purchafe Dunkirk and Mardyke of the 
king of England, for five millions of livres, 
at twenty fix livres ten fous the mark. 
Charles IL who was a fpendthrift and a beggar, 
to his eternal difgrace fold this place, which his 
fubje<9s had purchafcd with their blood. Lord 
chancellor Hyde, who was accufed of having 
advifed or connived at this meannefs, q ^^ 
was banifheci by the Englilh parlia- .552 
ment, who frequently punifh the 
crimes of favourites, and fometimes even pa(s 
fentence upon its kings. 

Lcwisfet thirty thoufand mentowork ^ 
to fortify Dunkirk both towards land and ^ 

fea. A large bafon was dug between the town 
and the citadel, capable of containing feveral. 
men of war ; fo that the Englifh had hardly 
fold this place, when it became the obje£l of. 
their terror. A (borttime afterwards, the king 
obliged the duke of Lorraine to give him a 
vp the ftrong hold of Marfal. This ^^* 
vofortunate prince, who, though in ^ 

ibme reputation as a foldier, was of a weaky 
fickle, and imprudent difpofition, had lately 
made a treaty, by which he gave the dutchy of 
Lorraine to France after his deaths on condi* 
tion that the king (hould permit him to raife a 
million upon the territory, which be eave up ; 
and the princes of the blood-royal of Lorraine 
ihould take rank as princes oftheUood of France. 
This treaty, which was in vain regiftered by 
the parliament of Paris, ferved only to produce 
new infbnces of levity on the fide of the duke« 
N 4 who 
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^iriio in the end thought bimfelf verr happy t« 
give up Mar&l, and throw faimieif upon the 
king's demency. 

Lewis encresued his dominions even in peace, 
and always kept himfelf in readinefi for war^ 
fortifying the -frontier tolvns^ augmenting the 
intmber of his troops, keeping them well diP 
dpHned, and frequently reviewing them in per* 
Ion. 

The Turks were then a very formidabte 
people in Europe i they atacked the emperor 
and the Venetians at one and the iame time* 
It has been a maxim in politics with the kings 
of France ever fince Francis L to be in alliance 
with theTurkifli emperors, not only on account 
of the advantage ariung to their trade, but for 
the fake of prevenuns; the houfe of Auftria from 
becoming too powernil. However, a Cbriftiaa 
king comd not well refufe his affiftance to the 
emperor, when fo hard prefied. It was the in* 
tereft of France that the Turks ihould raife 
difturbanoes in Hungary, but not that they^ 
ihould get pofleffion of it; and, Itftlv, the 
treaties in which Lewis was engaged wtrk tke 
empire made this ftep as indifpemible as it was 
honour^le to htm. 

Lewis then fent fix thoufand men into Hun* 
ary, under the Command of the count of Co* 
gnt, the onlv remaining branch of the Amil^ 
ot Coligni, fiormerly fo famous in our cfnl 
warsy and who perhaps deferves to be as much 
renonrned as the admiral for his valour and 
virtuous qualifications* He was ftridly con* 
nedtcd by frt^dfhip with the mat Conii ; and 
not all the offers of cardinal Mazarin could ever 
make htm fail in what he owed to his friend. 

He 
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He was accompanied by th« flowor of the French 
nobility ; and, among others, by the ^oun^ 
Feuillade, a man of an enterprifing difpofition, 
and unquenchable thirft for riches and glory. 
Thcfe w^nt all together into Hungary, ^ 
to- ferve under general Montecuculi, ^J^ 
who was making head againft the Turk- ^ . 

i(h vizir ICiuperli« and who afterwards, when 
lie ferved againft France, counterballanced the 
reputation of the great Turenne. A great battle 
was fought at Saint Gotbard on the banks of 
the Raab, between the Imperial and Tyrkifb 
armies, in which the French performed fiich 
prodigies of valour, that the Gf rmans them- 
felves,. who were not fond of them, could not 
help doing themjuftice* The Germans howir 
ever are not treated with the (ame juftice by 
thofe writers, who pretend to afcribe the honour 
pf the victory wkoUy to the French. 

The king, while be thus placed his great« 
xiefs in openly affifttng the en^peror, and raiiing 
the glory of the French arK^s, made a point ^ 
politics in fecr^Uy fuccourii^^ the Portifgueife 
againft tbe king of Spain. Cardinal MazariA 
had folemnly give^i up the caufe of Portugal by 
Uie Pyrenean treaty ;i bu| the Spaniih ccur^^ 
having been guilty of fevera) little tacit in^ra:'' 
tioAs of that tifeaty j, the French) in their turn^ 
made a more bold and decifive one. xVTacil^l 
Schomberg, a foreigner and a Huguenot hyi 
religion, was fent over to Portugal with four 
thoufand French foldiery, who^ under pretence 
of being in the piiy of the Portugu&fe, were in 
U& maintained by tbe French king's morie^. 
Theft French trodps, in cot^xm&ttott with a 
N J bo^y 
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J body of Portugucrc, gained a complete 
(6± ^'^^''y ^^^^ ^^^ Spanifh army at Villa 
^^^4 V jj-ipfa^ j,y i^hich the houfe of Bragan- 
Ka was fixed on the throne of Portugal, Lewii 
now began to be looked upon as a warlike and 

Solitic prince ; and Europe ftood in dread of 
!m even before he had declared wan 
By the fame policy, he eluded the perform- 
ance of the promifes he had made, to join the 
few ihips he had at that time with the Dutch 
fleet. He had entered into an alliance with 
the ftates-general, in the year 1662, tboot 
which time that republic had renewed a war 
with England, on the vain and idle fubje£l of 
the honour of the flags, and its real claim to a 
trade in the Indies 1 Lewis beheld with pleafure 
thefe two maritime powers fending fleets of an 
hundred fail every year to deflrov each other^ 
by the moft obdinate fights that nad ever been 
known, which only tended to thew weakening 
T..«- »• «^ of both fides. One of thele 
i^A \n\n^ engagements lafted for three 
t666^* da^sfand here it was that the 

* Dirtch admiral de Rovter ac- 

quired thereputatbn of bein^the greateft feaman 
tnat had yet appeared. This was the fame who 
burnt the fineft (hips the Englifli nation had, 
even in ^ their own harbours, not above fovr 
leagues diftant from London. He made the 
Dutch flag triumphant at fea*, where the Eng* 

liOi 



• That the Dutch admlrtli and I>e Ruytar lo gcMral 
^•havcd with great gallantrx and condoft In Cb« cooiis of 
ibU war, ia not to be denle4 1 but chat the Dutch wrcfttd . 
the empire of the fea from Englandi we cannot allow. In * 
tke fixA battle of this war, fought In the year 1665, 

the 



LEWIS XIV. ^ 275 

lifh had hitherto always been the mafters, and 
where Lewis XIV. was as yet nothing. 

The empire of the fea was for forae time 
divided between thefe two nations^ They 
were then the only people who rightly under- 



the duke of York gained a complete vi&ory over Opdam 
and Van Tromp. The fecond engas^m^nt between prince 
Rupert and the duke of Albemarle on one part, and the 
admirals De Ruyter and Van Tromp on the other, fought 
in the year 1666, wts a drawn battle } after which both 
fides claimed the vidory, though it muft be. owned that 
the Englifli fuftained the greated lofs. This battle was 
fought in the beginning of June j and about the end of 
July, De Ruyter and Van Tromp were defeated by prince 
Rupert and the duke of Albenurle. Admiral Holmes ii^ 
fulted the coaft of Holland, burned two flilps of war, and a 
great number of merchant (hips in the river Vlie, and mak- 
ing a defcent on Schelling, reduced the town of Brandaris 
to afhes. With refpeft to the boafted exploit of burning 
the EngHih fhips in the river Medway, this is a true fiate 
of the cafe. The conferences for a peace were already 
epened at Breda, and the chief articles of the treaty agreed 
upon. Charles II. looking upon the peace as already con- 
cluded, and being deiirous of converting part of the par- 
liamentary fupply to his own private ufe, ordered the large 
fliipe to be unrigged, keeping only a fmall fquadron in 
conuniffion. De Ruyter, uking advantage of his fecurity, 
failed from the Texel with fifty ihips of the line, filenced 
the fmall fort at Sheemefs, broke down a chain drawn 
acrofs the mouth of the Medway, deftroyed three guarcf- 
fliipe moored within ilde of chain, failed up the river to 
Upnore caftle, which they eafily reduced, together with 
three (hips of the line, which were fet on fire. After this 
exploit, De Ruyter made an unfuccefsful attempt upon 
Portfmouth, and another upon Plymouth, took fome mer- 
chant (hips, infulted the coaft, and domineered in the chan- 
nel, till the treaty was concluded. - In the fecond war 
with the Dutch, the fight of Solebay ended to the difad- 
. vantage of De Ruyter, who retired in the night. The 
fecond^ third, and fourth were drawn battret« 

ftood 
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flood the mi of building ibipi 9 sAd employiog 
them cither for trade or war* France* Jurihg 
Richelieu's mimftryt thought herfelf poirerf J 
At feat becaufet out of about tbree(core vtiUip 
which wai theo the whole of ita mariiM, it bad 
about thirty fit to fend to fea^ the largeft of 
which mounted only feventy guna* In Mazarin'a 
adminiftrationt th^ purchafed what few fliipi 
they had from the Dutch* Thev were in want 
of iailofit officeriy and mamifiiaorieat botb far 
buildine mA fitting out fliiDa* The king wiik 
Incredibre diligence tet about repatrin| the 
ruined coudUioa of th^ ftiarlne^ anil to mpply 
hit kingdom with all it wanteds bui in 16(64 
Md 1665, while the EnglMh and Dutch coveMd 
the ocean with near three hundred Ail of large 
men of war. he had not above fifteen or fixteen^ 
and thofe of the finalleft ratei* which wereenv 
nloyed under the duko of Beaufort agpinft the 
bareary corfairi f and when, the ftatca-genemt 
prefled Lewii XIV. to Join hit fleet to thefra^ 
there wu only one fire-fbip in Breft harbour^ 
which it waa mameful to fend* till upon their 
repeated remonftrancei it wai at laft fent* Thii 
wa« no fmall dtfgraee to the French nation | 
but Letvifl, by hii extraordinary vigilance^ tjpce^ 
dily and efieciually removed it. 

uut he furni(bed the ftatea with much more 
eflential and honourable fuccoura by land » be 
fent fix thoufand French to defend them agaMl 
Chriftophcr Gerard Van Galen» bifhopof Muo* 
ftti', a prelate of a warlike dirpofitiony and im- 
pUcabie in kit ennoity^ who wan paid by England 
to diftreff the Dutch 1 but Lewie made them pay 
dearly for tbii afliftaocei and behaved towanh 

tbem 
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fliem like a great man in fiower, who felfs bi« 
prbtedion to a body of rich merchants. Col- 
bert made them accountable, not only for the 
pay of thefe troops, but even for the diarges of 
an embafly, which was fent to England to con* 
dude a peace for them with Charles IL Never 
were fuccours given with a worfe grace, nor 
accepted with lefs thankfulnefs. 

The kfaig having thus exercifed his troops in 
martial difctpline, formed a number of good 
officers by the campaigns in Hungary, Holland^ 
and Portugal, and aflerted the honour of his 
name, and made it refpeStcd at Rome, beheld 
not a fingle potentate of whom he bad occafion 
to ftand in awe. England, vifited by a plague, 
which laid wafte the whole kingdom, and Lon« 
don its capital reduced to afhes by a fatal con^ 
flagration, which was fidfly charged upon the 
Rooian catholics ; the prodigality amd continual 
indigence of Charles IL wUch proved as fatal 
to his affiurs as the fcourges of peftilence and 
fijie; made France perfe£Uy eafy with reijpeA to 
that nation. The emperor bad fcarcvly reco« 
vered the loflb he had fuffered in the war with 
the Turk. The Spaniih king Philip IV. being 
od the point of death, and his kingdom in as 
weak a condition as bimiielf, Lewis XIV. ie« 
mained the only powerful arid formidabie fiyre* 
reign in Europe. He was yoong, rich, well 
fared, blindly obeyed, and burnt widi im- 
patience to i^aliae himfelf and to become a 
eonqueror* 
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CHAP, CLXXIL 
The Conqueft of Flanderi. 

H E king wai not lon;z without an oo^ 
portunity he (o carncftly defired. nii 
father-in-law, Philip IV. died > thif prince bj4 
by hii firft wife, fiiler to Lem$ XIIL the prin* 
ceff Maria-Therefa, who was married to her 
coufin, Lewis XIV. by which match the Spanifli 
monarchy fell at length into the boufe of Bour* 
bon, v/hfch had been fo long its enemy. By 
his fecond marriage, he had Charles If* a weak 
and unhealthy child, but who lived to inherit 
bis father's crown, beins the only furviving 
of three male children, toe other two having 
died in their infancy, Lewis XIV* pretended 
that Flanders and the Franche-Compte, two 
provinces belonging to the kingdom of Spain, 
ought by the laws of thofe provinces todevotve 
to his wife, notwithftanding her former reiiuft' 
ctatiom Were the C9uk$ of kings to be tried 
by the laws of nations, before an impartial uv 
bunal, perhaps this affair might baive ap pe as ed 
a little doubtful 

Lewis fubmitted bis claims to the earamS' 
nation of his council, and the bodr of tbeob* 
gians, who declared them indiiptttame $ but the 
council and confeilbr of Philip IV^a widow, 
thought them very ill founded^ This ptinceft 
bad 4 very pr>werful argument in her favour ; 
the expref$ law made by Charles V* but Charlea 
V's laws were very little attended to by the 
court of France* 

One of the pretext9 made uteofhy tbe VrerKh 
king's council was, that the five hundred tbouiand 

crowns 
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crowns which had been granted in dowry with 
his wife, had never been payed ; but they had 
forgot at the fame time, that the marriage por- 
tion of Henry IV's daughter had likewife never 
been payed. The two courts at iirft waged a 
paper war with each other, in which the nicefk 
calculations, and moft learned arguments were 
difplayed on both fides -, but reafons of ftate 
fdenced all other pleas. 

The. king confiding more in ftrength /^^ 
than arguments, marched in perfon into ^ ' 
Flanders,' as a place he was fure of conquering, 
at the head of thirty-five thoufand men ; while 
another body, of eight thoufand was difpatched 
towards Dunkirk, and a third, confifting of 
four thoufand, to. Luxembourg. Turennehad 
the command of this army, under his majefty. 
Colbert had multiplied the refources of the 
flate, to furnifh the necefiary expences. Lou- 
vois, the new fecretary at war, had made im- 
menfe preparations for carrying on the cam* 
paign, and magazines of ail kinds were diftri^ 
buted over the frontiers. He was the firft who 
introduced the advantageous method of fup- 
plying die army by magazines, which the weak 
condition of the government bad hitherto ren- 
dered impracticable. Whatever place the king 
cbofe to lay fiege to, or whitherfoever he turned 
, his arms, he was fure of finding fupplies and 
fubfiftence ready. The quarters for the troops 
were all fixed, and their marches regulated. 
The officers were all kept clofe to their duty, 
by the ftri(^difcipline which this minifter.caufed 
to be obferved amongft them : and the prefence 
of a young monarch, who was the idol of his 

army» 
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amy, made eke ftrtdoeTs of their duty ligbt^ 
and even plcafin^ to them* The nuiioffy de« 
gree became a right more inviolably obfervcd 
Sian even that of birth* It was the man'e 
fervices and not his fanuly that was oonfidcred $ 
ft thing which had hitherto been rarely feen* 
By this means an officer however inconfideraUe 
in point of birth, met with the encouragemeat 
due to his merit $ and thofe of the moft ex* 
alted rank had no reafon for complaint. The 
infantry, who fuftaiaed ali the weight of the 
war, {ince the difufe of lances^ &rci wkk 
the cavalry in thofe rewards which they bad 
till then been in ULt pofieffion of, Thmnew 
maxims in the govtrnmeiic iofpired every one 
with a new kind of courage. 

The king, affifted by a general and minifler 

of equal abilities, both jedous of each other, 

mid ftriving who Ihould beft ferve hiai, at the 

head of the beft troope in Europe, and newlv 

engaged in an alliance with Portugal, wicb all 

tbwe advantages attacks an ill defended pn^ 

viiice of a ruined anddiftraded kinftdom* He 

had only bis mother»in*lftwv Philip iV't widow 

to deal with, and ihe a weak wo m a a » whofe 

unfortunate adminiftratiQA left herkin»doai d^ 

fencelefs. She had made, her coAMbr^ one 

fother Nftard, a Ocrmaii Jefiiit^ prime minifltr, 

a man as fit for lording it over his penitent, 

as he was unfit for governing a ftate, having 

nothing of the minimr or the churchman but 

haughtmefs and ambition. He had the uife« 

lence one day to fay to the duke of Lermst 

even before ne came into the adminiftratioft, 

** It is you who ought to (hew mi tctpeStf 

fince 
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fiMe I htve ovcry day yoar God in ay bands^ 
Itfid your qtMen u my ,{ect" Wkb al) tkis 
infolencc, fo contrary to true greatneis of inind> 
i>e iuffered the treafory to remain without 
moJBey, all the ibrtificatiDns in the kingdom 
to go to ruin, the kubours to«be wi4bottt flitp« 
ping, and the army without difcipHne, defti«* 
tmte of generals, badly payed^ and ftill worft 
commandod^ in prefence of an enemy wbo pof* 
fefled ell the requifites which Spain wanted. 

The art of attacking places was not at the 
degree of perfedion it now is, becaufe that of 
fortifying attd defending them was not fo well 
known* The frontiers of Spaniih Flanders 
were almofl deftitute of fortifications, and even 
garrifons. 

Lewis then had nodiing more to do than to 
preient himfelf before them. He entered Char- 
kfloi 88 he would Paris : Ath^ and Toumai, 
were taken in two days : Furnes, Armientieres, 
and Courtrai, made as Htle refiflance. The- 
king entered the trenches before Douai * « ^ 
one day, andthe next mori|^ng it ca- ^ X 
pitulalsd. Lifle, which was the fineft '^^7 
town in that country^ and the only one well 
festified, and had a garrifen of hx hunched 
omn, capitulated after nine day* ^ 
fifige. The Spaniards had only eight ^^S-*? 
tbmifand men to oppofe a vidortous army, and 
even the near guard of this 6nall body was cut 
in pieces by &e marquis,, afterwards * 
marfhal de Crcqui : the jipemainder ""^S* 3' 
hid itfelf under the walls of Bruflfels and Mons, 
leaving Lewitto carry on his oo«iquefts> without 
firiking ablow* ^ ^ 

This 
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, Thtf campaign, which wat made in die 
midft of abundance, and had been attended 
with Aich eafy AiccefleSf Teemed a party of 
pleafure made ny a cotirt. High livinff, litxurff 
and pieafurei , were then firft introduced into 
our armief, at the fame time that the ftridteft 
difcipline iikewiie waa eftabltfted. I'hc ofli- 
ct^rtf performed military duty much more ex- 
aitly than before ^ but with every kind of con- 
vcnience* Marfliat Turenne had for a long 
time been ferved only upon iron plates, when 
in camp. I'he marquis d'Humieret was the 
fit A at the fiege of Arras, in 1658, who was 
lerved in plate in the trenchesi, and had dif- 
ferent courfes at his table. But in this cam* 
paign of 1667, where a young monarch, who 
Wiib fond of magnificence, held the moft briU 
liant court amidft the fatigues of the fields 
every one prided himfelf in ihewing a tafte for 
fplendor, elegant living, drefs, and equipage. 
'i hii luxury, the certain mark of riches in a 
great ftate, and frequently the caufe of ruin 
to a fmall one, was nothing in comparifon of 
what ha9 been (e^n ftnce. The king, his ge- 
nerals, and minifters, then went to the ren- 
dezvoui of the army on hor(eback ; whereas 
now, there is not a captain of horfe, nor the 
fecretary of a general officer, but has his f oft- 
chaife bung on fprings, in which he travels 
with greater eafe and convenience, than in thofe 
days a pcr/bn could make a viilt from one part 
of Paris to another. 

This delicacy in the officers did not hinder 
then) from going into the tienches with their 
fteel caps ynd cuiraiTes ; the king him&lf kt 

the 
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the example. This prudent precaution pre- 
ferved many a great man. It ha$ been Coo 
much neglefted fince by our young people^ 
who are naturally tender and effeminate, though 
courageous, and who feem to dread fatigue more 
than danger. 

The rapidity of the king's conquefts filled 
BrulTels with alarms. The inhabitants already 
began to remove their effefts to Antwerp. All 
Flanders might have been conquered in a fingle 
campaign. The king only wanted a fufficient 
number of troops to put into thofe places which 
were ready to open their gates at his approach. 
Louvois advifed him to put large garrifons into 
the conquered towns, and to fortify them; 
and Vauban, one of the many great men and 
furprifing geniufes which appeared in this cen- 
tury, for the fervice of Levys XIV. was ap- 
pointed for this purpofe. He conftrufled the 
fortificatjons on a new method of his own, 
which IS now become the ftandard for all good 
engineers. It was matter of furprize to fee 
towns furrounded by walls which were almoft 
on a level with the neighbouring country. The 
old lofty and menacing ramparts were only 
more expofed by their height to the force of 
the artillery ; but by making them floping or 
ihelving, they were the lefe liable to this in* 
convenience. He built the citadel of ,«, 
Lifle on thefe principles. At that time, 
the government of a town and its citadel were 
among the French always vefted in the fame 
perfon ; but now an innovation was made 
in favour of Vauban, who was the firft 
governor of a citadel : and here we may ob- . 

ferve 
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ferve, that the iirft of thofe plant in relievo^ 
which are to be feen in the gallery of the Louvre^ 
is that of the fortificaitions of Lifle. 

The king now haftened back to Paris to en- 
jojtbe acclamarions of bit pecfle, the adora- 
tions of his courtiers and miftreffes, and partake 
of the fpkndid cncertainmenta which he gave 
te hi» court. 
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